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Dedication

This book is dedicated to Don Cranston, who passed away last
fall. The idea of this series came to me when we first met aboard
the Second Chance, a forty-four-foot sloop we sailed from Oahu,
Hawaii, to Granville Island, Vancouver, while taking our offshore
and celestial navigation courses. Patricia and I fondly remember
the trips sailing out of Canoe Cove on Don’s thirty-seven-foot Juggernaut. Don, you will be missed and always remembered.
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Chapter 1
Pelling in the Wind

Esau Navarra operated his armed separatist network from the
twenty-first floor of a luxurious high-rise office building in
downtown Bilbao, running both the ETA (the Basque acronym
for Fatherland and Liberty) and its vast business interests. Esau
Navarra was known throughout his network as Tio Esau.
The network included 121 bars, or “people’s taverns,” spread
across four Spanish and three French provinces in the westernmost
part of the Pyrenees Mountains, which is the Basque homeland.
These taverns are the main fundraising and recruitment points for
the ETA. They also serve as “listening posts,” providing timely
intelligence to the Ruling Council of the ETA.
The morning newspapers were strewn on Tio Esau’s desk. All
ran spin-off stories of a Spanish high court judge who was heading a movement to outlaw the ETA and its political party, the
Batasuna. The judge’s report listed 836 killings and 2,367 injuries
in 3,391 terrorist actions, which he described as “systematically
directed against specific sectors of the population, sometimes in
indiscriminate terms.” These incidents had been taking place since
1968. During this same period, worldwide terrorism was said to
account for fewer than ten thousand lives.
During the past three years, the ETA had geared up its
bombings, assassinations, kidnappings, and robberies in both
1
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Spain and France. The cost in innocent lives was nearing one
hundred, yet the authorities in Spain and France had managed
to capture and jail fewer than two dozen ETA extremists.
***
ETA agent Reo Racicot recalled his first assignment for Tio
Esau, when he had wired a bomb to an ETA agent’s car. The
marked agent was guilty of colluding with a banker to rob his
bank. The banker had contracted the ETA to rob his bank three
years earlier. His split was an amount which would have kept
any reasonable person financially secure for the rest of his or her
life. However, this banker was a compulsive gambler who went
through the money in two and a half years, losing it all at the
baccarat tables in Monaco. Six months ago, he had begun using
his bank’s money to fund his compulsion. A chance meeting in a
Monaco casino between the banker and the ETA agent who had
participated in the original robbery (the agent was also a loser at
the tables) got the plan for the robbery underway. This time, the
proceeds of the robbery would be split between the two of them.
Using a very sophisticated zoom camera lens and the latest
technology in listening devices, Racicot obtained photographs
and a tape recording of the ETA agent and the banker planning the latest robbery of his bank. When Racicot reported this
evidence to Tio Esau, his instructions were: Intercept the stolen
money when the robbery goes down, and eliminate the banker
and the ETA agent.
Tio Esau knew that his organization would be linked to the
holdup, regardless. This time, though, the bag they were usually
left holding would be full of money.
The local papers carried the news of the robbery, which
earned the single masked gunman the equivalent of $1 million.
2
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The following day’s headline story covered a car bombing,
which took the life of the driver. Eyewitnesses told reporters that the late-model silver Peugeot looked like the car that
had been used in the bank robbery the day before. No money
was recovered, but a partially burned bank money sack was the
implicating evidence.
Speculation was rampant on the third day after the robbery,
when the same newspapers reported the shocking news that the
manager of the robbed bank had hanged himself in his study.
Racicot was congratulated by Tio Esau for this expert bit of
wetwork. He received a fee of $100,000 plus a bonus of $50,000
after he turned over the $2 million taken from the bank robber
and the banker.
***
Racicot’s duties included routine surveillance of ETA agents
after they completed their training in the Syrian Desert. The
organization held its newest agents in high regard after they had
completed their first assignment. Tio Esau’s motto was: “Trust
but verify.” Once agents had killed for the cause, they belonged
to a select group who enjoyed a rather lucrative lifestyle.
It seemed customary for ETA agents to live life to the fullest, spending their money freely. A few, like Racicot, were the
exception. He didn’t like the bright lights or the cabaret scene,
and preferred a much quieter life.
Tio Esau was kept informed of what his agents did with
their free time through a very wide-ranging network of informers located throughout France and Spain. Racicot also provided
monthly reports of the activities of the “circled” agents, whom
Tio Esau or his nephew, Raoul de Vascos, would place under
suspicion.
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Since that first double sanction of the ETA agent and the
banker, Racicot’s main duty had been to serve as a personal bodyguard to Tio Esau. Racicot was paid handsomely: $150,000 for
each assignment. It was Tio Esau’s habit to pay $50,000 up front
and provide a file containing pictures and information about the
target. The $100,000 balance was always paid when the agent
reported, in person, with proof of the completed contract. Proof
always consisted of photographs.
***
Tio Esau considered Racicot responsible, with a knack for this
type of work. Although Tio Esau kept informed about the people who worked for him, he had no idea that his number one
agent was on the verge of becoming financially independent.
Racicot kept his money in a mutual fund and operated a withdrawal plan. After his first year with the ETA, he began taking
a monthly amount from this fund, which grew considerably over
the years and was now providing him with an annual income of
$60,000 a year. (He could not see himself spending more than
$5,000 per month.) His total deposits to this fund amounted to
$950,000.
His withdrawals totalled $450,000, yet his latest statement
showed that the equity remaining was a whopping $2,100,000.
Racicot’s lifestyle was laid-back. He never womanized, preferring call girls. His only passion was a fascination with classic
cars. Tio Esau knew that Racicot had a workshop somewhere
in Bilbao where he spent all of his spare time. He assumed that
the cars probably consumed most of Racicot’s income. What
he, and others in the organization, didn’t know was that Racicot acquired the six vintage cars at reasonable prices, then spent
judiciously for the parts required to restore them. He saved thou4
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sands in the restoration process by doing most of the work himself. His expenditures to date were under $300,000, whereas the
cars were appraised at close to a million. If Tio Esau thought he
had squandered all his earnings on these cars, Racicot reasoned,
so much the better. He never spoke to anyone about the money
he was salting away, because it was for a specific purpose. While
he was “in the life,” Racicot observed that most agents didn’t
live long. These highly paid agents spent their money like the
supply would never end. Inevitably, some of them would resort
to robberies or kidnappings when they got overextended. When
this occurred, their names would appear on either Tio Esau’s list
or Raoul de Vasco’s, thus marking them for elimination. Racicot was well aware that terrorist organizations culled operatives
continually. Those who lost favour, for whatever reason, became
expendable and were eliminated. He also observed how those in
charge of the organization remained firmly in control, undoubtedly because they didn’t trust anyone.
Immediately after he was paid for his first assignment, Racicot set monetary and length-of-service goals: $3 million or six
years, whichever came first.
Come November, Reo Racicot would turn thirty years old,
and he had recently reached his net worth goal.
He arranged for a collector of rare automobiles to purchase
his six classic cars for $600,000. The title transfers had been
completed and the cash delivered the week before. In exchange
for this bargain price, the purchaser agreed not to take possession until the following week. This would give Racicot a head
start, plus avert any suspicion concerning the reason for disposing of the cars. He wanted to be well away from Bilbao when the
cars were moved, because he knew Tio Esau would be informed
immediately by his network. The news of the sale would cause
Tio Esau to make further inquiries, whereupon he would learn
5
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about the sale. Tio Esau’s imagination would ratchet up to paranoia, and Racicot would be put on the suspicion list, immediately.
***
Racicot’s latest assignment consisted of three targets, prioritized at $250,000 each, an unheard-of amount. Extra expenses
were deemed necessary to uncover what actually happened to
the missing ETA accountant, George Yaro; the renegade agent,
Teddy Pelling; and his girlfriend, Ruth Meikle. For this special
assignment, Racicot was given $250,000 up front. The balance
of $500,000 would be paid when he reported, in person, with
proof that these targets had been eliminated.
“I’ve read the file you gave me, and noted the report from the
two ETA agents who sanctioned George Yaro’s pilot, Ramon
Atmos, in Rome after interrogating him. They reported that
Ramon Atmos told them that George Yaro and Ruth Meikle
were killed during the flight in Yaro’s Gulfstream jet to Panama
City. Pelling then dumped their bodies into the Yucatan Sea.
The report states that Pelling was using the name Linus Svendsen, and Ruth Meikle was using her real name, Ruth Anna Werner. The other passenger was Ida Tesh, who, the pilot stated,
looked so much like Ruth Werner she could have been her twin.
“Because two of my targets may already be dead, what
amount will I receive for sanctioning Pelling after I track him
down and find out where his money is located?” Reo asked.
“If you are successful in finding Pelling and learn the location of his money, you will have earned both the quarter of a million and the bonus of half a million dollars. The ruling council
members are pissed because fifteen million is missing from our
offshore bank in Douglas, Isle of Man, which was last accessed
6
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by George Yaro. Get Pelling to tell you what actually happened
to George Yaro and this Ruth woman,” Tio Essau ordered.
Tio Esau then got Racicot’s attention by advising him that
the council had authorized a special $100,000 bonus for every
million recovered of the money missing from this offshore bank.
Racicot wouldn’t allow himself to consider how an extra $1.5
million might impact his future. But he wasn’t greedy. With the
$250,000 in up-front money, $600,000 from the sale of his cars,
his bank balance in Liechtenstein, and his mutual fund account,
he was well over his goal of $3 million.
Racicot figured he could simply disappear, as Pelling had,
and take his chances. But this wasn’t the option he preferred.
When “Reo” Racicot left Tio Esau Navarra’s office, he was
unofficially retired. Nevertheless, he would concentrate on finding
Pelling, because it was necessary to have his cooperation for what
he had in mind. As he strolled away from ETA headquarters, Racicot couldn’t think of any reason Pelling could have not to go along
with his plan. It would set them both free of the organization.
He and Pelling had worked on an assignment together their
first year with the organization. Pelling, or “The Corporal” (his
agent name), had set a bomb in a French Sûreté detective’s car
parked outside his apartment, then waited with Racicot, whose job
was to take the confirmation photos for Raoul, Pelling’s control.
Racicot was about to take a picture of the side of the apartment building where the Sûreté detective lived. He framed the
shot to include the car Pelling had wired, when the policeman
appeared on his balcony wearing a towel around his waist, with
shaving soap on his face. An attractive young woman waved up
at him, then entered his car. Racicot snapped the picture, catching both in the frame. He couldn’t believe Pelling had detonated the bomb when the car burst into a thunderous explosion.
He took another picture of the scene, showing the policeman
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gripping the balcony railing, screaming in horror at the fireball
caused by the explosion. Pelling’s comment later was chilling:
“The death of the girlfriend would serve as an even greater warning to the detective to back off his pursuit of the ETA.”
When the two agents split up that morning, Pelling took Racicot’s camera with him. Since that time, they had never been on
sanctions together again, but they had worked on Racicot’s classic cars on a few occasions. Racicot remembered that Pelling was
skilled at working with metal and was an inventive mechanic.
They’d spoken at times over the years, and enjoyed duty together as
bodyguards for Tio Esau and his nephew, Raoul de Vascos, when
they had attended the Cannes Film Festival the last three years.
Racicot had heard of some of “the Corporal’s” assignments
since then, but nothing much until recently, when the buzz
about “the Corporal” became continuous, with daily rumours of
his whereabouts and the millions he’d somehow stolen from the
organization. Pelling had worked exclusively for Raoul de Vascos. The rumours indicated that Pelling went on the suspicion
list when he became tardy in his latest call back to Raoul. The
talk also concerned Pelling’s girlfriend, Ruth Meikle, who was
not only a knockout, but some sort of financial wizard as well.
She had apparently invested the Corporal’s money over the years
and amassed a fortune.
Raoul had become a client of Ruth Meikle’s shortly after
Pelling came under his control. George Yaro, a client of Ruth’s,
recommended Raoul to her. Raoul figured he might be able to
keep track of Pelling and his money while partaking of the sexual
favours of the accommodating financial planner. Raoul waited a
long time before telling Ruth he was Pelling’s boss.
When the ETA network heard that Pelling had made Raoul’s
death list, the consensus was: Pelling, if captured, would make a
deal with Raoul to exchange his stash of money for his life.
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The rumour mill ground out updates on a daily basis, making Pelling out to be some sort of magical phantom who had
somehow turned the tables on Raoul.
The newspaper headlines in the Basque Provinces shouted
about the capture of the ETA council member Raoul de Vascos
by Lieutenant Robert Bizet of the Sûreté’s special anti-terrorism
squad.
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