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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
Since the First Edition of this book was written in 2011, substantial
changes and events have further shaped the political landscape of
national politics. These events include the debacle over the national
debt limit between the President and the Republican Party, the
influence of the Citizens United decision of the Supreme Court on
elections, and the presidential primaries and the re-election of
President Obama.
Several “blueprint recommendations” in the First Edition have
proved to be prescient, especially regarding gun controls after the
Newtown and Aurora shootings in Connecticut and Colorado, the
cautions against the influence of violent movies, and the importance
of military drone aircraft. The recent large meteorite that crashed in
Russia was a dramatic wake-up call that was foreseen in the First
Edition. The blueprints for investigation of the bond and securities
rating agencies materialized in recent Justice Dept. indictments. The
burial of electrical lines that were overhead in New Jersey and New
York would have substantially decreased the property damage
incurred by Hurricane Sandy.

The recommendations to cease

sending non-violent drug offenders to prison for possession of small
amounts of narcotics or other illicit substances is presently being
considered for implementation by the Justice Department.
The Second Edition contains an expanded section on the need for an
Independent Party and what it should stand for, particularly in the
light of the current schism in the Republican Party over its proper
role and perspective on the purpose of national government, and the
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general reluctance of the Democratic Party to uphold its own
traditions of safeguarding the interests of the general population and
adherence to constitutional values.
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INTRODUCTION
The ballot symbol of the Republican Party is an eagle, and the ballot
symbol of the Democratic Party is a five-pointed star. The election of
2008 left the Republican Party seeing stars like a disoriented fighter
after sustaining too many left hooks to its jaw. Although knocked
down, but not out, the GOP took the mandatory eight counts, and
came back with a vengeance.

The Republican Party publically

opposed every major Democratic legislative initiative, particularly the
health care and the stimulus packages. Behind the scenes, many
Republican objections were incorporated in the legislation as
Democrats sought “bipartisanship”, but these massive bills largely
moved along party lines.
In the interim elections of 2010, the Republican Party, largely on the
basis

of

independents

and

some

Democrats

showing

mild

indifference to the candidates slated for the US House of
Representatives, the Democratic Party lost control of their majority in
the House but retained control in the Senate. The influence of the socalled “Tea Party”, a group largely composed of disaffected
Republicans, and received significant support from the wealthy Koch
brothers, whose combined fortune is estimated at $44 billion. The
“Tea Party” sought to reduce spending and reduce the size of the
Federal deficit. Many of their candidates were elected for the first
time to Congress.

Minority Leader John Boehner of Ohio then

replaced Nancy Pelosi of California as Speaker of the House.
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Because of the energy exerted by this Republican sub-set was so
influential in achieving the Republican majority, each position of the
new Speaker was nuanced and convoluted to take their ideology into
account into policy decisions and drafting legislation. Boehner on
many occasions spoke like a doubly-gridlocked Speaker, locked in by
a sub-set of his own party and by the Democratic opposition.
This book traces the roots of the modern Republican and Democratic
Parties, largely through the actions of their presidential and party
leaders, progressing up to the elections of 2008, 2010, 2012 and
2014, and the present gridlock of the two major parties today.
The Republican Party has several good qualities that attract voters.
Republicans place heavy reliance on individual initiative, and they
emphasize values and character in their candidates. Patriotism is
pervasive in their messages, as they give high priority to the national
security of the United States and lavish support to its military forces.
Other Republican characteristics include the upholding of lawful
order, and their advocacy of enterprise.

Ostensibly they support

rigorous competition from companies and corporations operating in
good faith.

In recent elections, Republicans have placed great

emphasis on religion as a positive force in America, and the
importance of individual success and achievement. Fiscal discipline
in government is another one of their ideological cornerstones.
Depending on circumstances and the time period involved,
Republicans often expressed reliance on the US Constitution to
preserve the intentions of the Founders to have good governance,
based on appropriate checks and balances.
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The Democratic Party also has many admirable traits, although its
guiding philosophy is more diffuse and less ideological. Democrats
since the days of Andrew Jackson have represented the interests of
the common man, insuring that his voice is heard through voting and
representation. The value of work and its relationship to family unity
is held in high regard by the party, and Democrats have long stood up
for the rights of workers, employment safeguards and workplace
safety in many industries. Solidarity with unions has long been one
of the strongest planks in their platform. Democrats have additionally
placed high importance on the value of education in American life.
For more than 50 years, Democrats have provided support on behalf
of the civil rights of minorities, and they have been active in writing
legislation to preserve the natural resources of the United States and
mitigating the effects of industrial pollution on health and the general
environment.
However, both parties have adopted some other traits in recent years
that contradict their many good qualities and added other aspects to
their core ideologies which have substantially lessened their
attraction to voters in many states. Republicans of late have heavily
tilted toward reliance on corporate and wealthy interests as being the
guiding beacons of job creation and prosperity. Democrats, on the
other hand, although ostensibly in favor of unionization and labor
rights and safety, have largely acquiesced to corporate demands and
watched over the decline of labor unions and organizing. They seem
quite content to tax the middle class, putting lids on credit card and
auto loan interest deductibility, and placing caps on deductions for
medical, dental, casualty and job-related expenses. In order to retain
homosexuals in the military and solidify an arms reduction treaty
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that was endorsed by many leading Republicans, Democrats traded in
exchange with Republicans the extension of tax cuts for the wealthy,
and further tolerated Republican rhetoric which decried the
burgeoning size of the Federal deficit that such tax cuts help to incur.
This author has lost much optimism about the future of the two-party
system.

The often strident views of certain members of the

Republican and Democratic Party often contravene their good
intentions.

Approximately 40% of Americans no longer align

themselves with the two major parties, and their approval of
Congress is less than 15%. If present trends continue, a third major
party can emerge that can provide a middle ground for the common
good. Such a party would adopt the best attributes of the two major
parties.
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EVOLUTION OF THE IDEOLOGIES OF
THE REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC PARTIES
Party ideology solidifies itself when the President and his party
prevail on major issues of the time period that are adopted in
succeeding years by the general public and praised by historians and
legal scholars.

Parties support their President to carry out their

ideological agendas in law and by executive order, and are aided by
legislators, party loyalists, contributors, and commentators.

Even

newspapers and broadcasters adopt a party slant in their editorial
opinions and in the orientation of the stories they carry either in print
or by electronic media.

Party ideology is also influenced by events

and problems at hand, and by prior history or actions. For these
reasons, the history of the United States and party ideology cannot be
separated, but are intimately intertwined.
The Nationalism of Theodore Roosevelt
Theodore Roosevelt was the first Republican that embodied many of
the expansionist and modern concepts that the United States has a
prominent role as an exceptional world power to act as mediator
between the other great powers.
After the assassination of President William McKinley, a young
Theodore Roosevelt assumed the Presidency.

Roosevelt was a

graduate of Harvard who excelled in the study of history. He was
elected to the New York Assembly at the age of 23, and was known for
his opposition to “machine” politics. After a spell ranching in the
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Dakota Territory, he returned to be a member of the US Civil Service
Commission and later as President of the New York City Board of
Police Commissioners, where he rooted out corruption. His strong
sense of volunteerism manifested itself in the formation of the First
Volunteer Cavalry (the “Rough Riders”), where he valiantly led his
troops against Spain near Santiago, Cuba. These exploits brought
him fame, and eventually he was elected as Governor of New York.
Most historians have considered him as an outstanding governor.
As president, his administration was successful in taking legal actions
against major banks and railroads that were engaged in anti-trust
activities.

Roosevelt formed the Bureau of Corporations whose

function was to examine the accounting ledgers of corporations
engaged in interstate commerce. When the Coal Strike of 1902
threatened the country, even though Roosevelt understood that large
unions represented a counterforce to large corporations, he
recognized and affirmed that the interests of the people came first in
precedence over the opposing factions. To counter the strike, he
threatened to use the Army to open the mines. His work on behalf of
the country by mediation and eventual settlement was a statement of
the supremacy of the public interest.
He was taken aback when revelations about the adulteration of food
and drugs and unwholesome practices in meat packing plants began
to surface through the published works of leading journalists of the
day. Roosevelt responded by offering the formation of the Food and
Drug Administration, which was legislated into law, as was the
passage of the Meat Inspection Act. His diplomatic skills won him
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the Nobel Prize for mediating peace agreements between the
Russians and Japanese.
Roosevelt believed in a strong army and navy, largely due to the
growing military strength of Germany and its allies. With its growing
industrial power, the United States began to build its own ships and
armaments, rather than relying on imported foreign weapons.
Roosevelt also employed the Sherman Act to disrupt restraints of
trade or commerce by various trusts and contractual agreements, and
held individual officers of corporations responsible for such
contracts.
Although seeming to his critics to be a progressive activist, Roosevelt
considered himself as a centrist, cautiously balancing the demands of
the conservatives and the progressives.
Contributions of William Howard Taft
Roosevelt’s successor, William Howard Taft, was not as politically
clever as Roosevelt in balancing the conservative and progressive
members of the Republican Party. However, he believed in fiscal
discipline, and brought about a formal annual Federal budget. Taft
was rigorous in the enforcement of anti-trust laws.

But his

disagreements with Roosevelt led to a three-party split, whereby
Woodrow Wilson was elected instead in 1912.
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Photograph 1. Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest President of
the United States. He oversaw the emergence of the United States
as a world power, but encountered many of the same problems
confronting us today. Brave, fit and conspicuously honest, he
disdained corruption in all its forms. He was the first environmentalist
of the modern era, championing the preservation of natural parks and
reservation lands free from private exploitation. Startled by the
adulteration of food and abuses in the meatpacking industry, he led
efforts to establish the Food and Drug Administration. His nephew
Franklin would later serve four terms as President. His placement of
the public interest first above special interests is a worthy model of
emulation.
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An Academician as President
As the Republican Party split itself over Roosevelt and Taft, a professor
from the South was elected as President with 41% of the vote.
Woodrow Wilson became the first modern Democratic President.
Born in Virginia, his father was a minister and served as a chaplain to
the Confederate Army, tending to the wounded of that fallen army.
Not only did Wilson as a boy witness the suffering of the Civil War, he
had a basic southern allegiance, having stood next the General Robert
E. Lee during the conflict. This personal encounter left him with a
lasting impression of southern leadership under extreme pressure.
Although trained as lawyer, he found greater satisfaction as a student
of history, eventually earning his doctorate at Johns Hopkins
University. His many papers and publications on government and
his debating skills were keys to his rise to become President of
Princeton University, where his organizational skills were put to work
establishing academic departments and core curriculums.

His

resignation from Princeton was partly due to his inability to
compromise with powerful political figures, a foreshadowing of the
fate of his role in the formation of the League of Nations. His election
as Governor of New Jersey was in large part due to his relative lack of
connection to “machine” politics. To minimize the power of the party
machine to “hand select” candidates, he established state primaries.
Because of Wilson’s dim view of Wall Street, he garnered the support
of William Jennings Bryan, the most influential Democrat of the day,
a man who fiercely defended the rights and interests of the common
people. Wilson’s southern roots curried the favor of Southern voters
who helped to carry him into the White House.
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One of Wilson’s first acts was to create the Federal Reserve, a
compromise between those who wanted a central bank vs. the
financial community who wanted stability but minimal oversight.
The Federal Reserve is quasi-governmental entity; its governors are
appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate. It was
broken down into regions to lessen the influence of the New York
banks. However, the New York “Fed” still is the most influential bank
and has the largest reserves.
Wilson’s most prominent Democratic achievement was the passage of
the Clayton Act, which reinforced the Sherman Act. The Clayton Act
made cut-throat price cutting illegal and banned preferential
arrangements to product distributors, and forbid interlocking
directorates of corporations. Lastly, it permitted workers to form
unions, permitting strikes without violence through picketing or
walkout or boycott of products.

Unions were excluded from the

Sherman Act as “restraints of trade”. After wages and hours were
subject to an orderly process by this Act, unions expanded and they
cooperated to limit disruption of war production during World War I.
Due to general opposition to involving the United States in a
European war that could lead to the slaughter of Americans, Wilson
adhered to neutrality, and tried to act as an intermediary.

This

policy lead to his re-election, but the Germans adopted a strategy of
unrestricted

submarine

warfare,

which

eventually

forced

a

declaration war on Germany by the United States. Wilson’s concept
of bringing democracy to countries without such ideals through
military force would find its way as a basis for American
interventions in Korea, Vietnam, Somalia, Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Photograph 2. Two-time Presidential candidate William Jennings
Bryan, shown campaigning, was the most influential Democrat and
the greatest orator of the times who lent his support to Woodrow
Wilson. Through his newspaper articles and Chautauqua circuit
lectures, Bryan introduced populism into American politics. He
advocated conversion from the gold standard to bimetallism to
increase credit for farmers and working people. His efforts led to
many reforms, including permitting women to vote, elimination of
child labor, and prohibition. He advocated resolution of war by
arbitration, a concept embodied today in the form of the United
Nations.
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Wilson established a “Committee on Public Information” that
provided anti-German propaganda, censoring newspaper stories that
were critical of the war effort. Conscription was ordered to help build
up the armed forces, and much of the war was paid for by war bonds
and the progressive income tax of the Revenue Act of 1913.
After the American intervention into the conflict, and the horrendous
number of deaths and casualties sustained on both sides, eventually
Germany felt that prolonged conflict served no great purpose, and an
armistice was signed.

Although the Allies punished Germany as

principal belligerent through the Treaty of Versailles, the Germans
felt that its terms were “severe”, and this temperament began to sow
the seeds for World War II.
Wilson and his advisors felt that establishment of a League of Nations
could resolve many conflicts through limited force, diplomacy, and
called for the “outlawry of war”. Unfortunately, the League was not
approved by the Senate, largely over the issue of American
sovereignty over its armed forces and the power of Congress to
declare war. This contentious problem still persists today over the
control of US forces by the United Nations.
Because of his Southern background, Wilson’s race relations were
dismal.

Unlike his predecessors, Wilson gave no opposition to a

segregated Federal workforce, setting back gains made after the Civil
War that would not be regained until the administrations of Franklin
Roosevelt and Harry Truman.
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After the War ended, millions of returning soldiers and sailors, many
of them volunteers or conscripts from rural communities, were faced
with plummeting commodity prices and farm failures after the
collapse of wartime prices. No real veteran’s bonus pay or benefits
materialized to make the transition back to civilian life. This lack of
orderly transition may have been due to Wilson’s failing health and
his impatience to return to a peacetime world. The labor peace that
had prevailed during the War deteriorated into a series of strikes in
the meatpacking, coal and metalworking industries.
Incapacitation of Wilson
Due to exhaustion and overwork, Wilson suffered a debilitating
stroke, although this was kept secret for an extended time from the
general public. The importance of choosing a Vice President who has
the confidence of the President, along with considerable experience
and stature in case of death or incapacitation, was never addressed
either during or after Wilson left office.
This problem would arise again when Franklin Roosevelt died. Vice
President Harry Truman, who never had the confidence of President
Roosevelt, had to make the awesome decision of whether to deploy
top-secret atomic weapons against Japan.

The problem of

succession was finally covered in 1967 by the 25th Amendment,
whereby transfer of the Presidency to the Vice President is by “death
or resignation”. It is assumed that “incapacitation” is equivalent to
virtual resignation of duties.
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Photograph 3. President Woodrow Wilson is shown here with his
second wife Edith Galt, who acted in his stead during his illness for a
short period of time. Wilson was a Southern lawyer who decided that
academic life as a historian and expert on government was more
suited to his talents. He rose to prominence as the President of
Princeton University and then become the Governor of New Jersey.
Elected with the support of two-time Presidential candidate William
Jennings Bryan, Wilson presided over a neutral United States, but
eventually was forced into World War I due to unrestricted submarine
warfare by Germany.
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The Harding Administration
After World War I, the nation craved a “return to normalcy”, and
elected Warren Harding to the presidency. He oversaw the passage
of high tariffs and tried to limit naval expansion among the great
powers of the day. Harding’s Administration was a dire warning to
the appointment of politically connected friends to key cabinet
positions and a “laissez-faire” attitude toward their activities. The socalled “Teapot Dome” scandal was the result of the discovery of secret
oil leases granted to various business associates by the Secretary of
the Interior Albert B. Fall.

It was a lesson that had severe

consequences for a lax and passive government. Many of Harding’s
appointees were convicted of fraud and some committed suicide.
The Caution of Calvin Coolidge
When Warren Harding abruptly died, attributed to food poisoning,
Vice President J. Calvin Coolidge rose to the presidency.

Coolidge

found a political situation in disarray, but cautiously guided the
nation forward without fanfare. It was a time of economic prosperity.
He did not believe in direct involvement in or influencing business
operations as Roosevelt did. His philosophy, very similar to many
conservative Republicans today, was that regulators were the
assistants of industry, and that taxation should give capital
investment preference over the efforts of “ordinary labor”.
Unfortunately, Coolidge’s general detachment and non-interference
led to massive stock market speculation, due to minimal margin
requirements, insider trading, and an unbridled faith in capitalism,
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but ignored its cyclical nature and the greed of stockholders, brokers,
bankers and corporate executives.

Photograph 4. President Calvin Coolidge congratulates star pitcher
Walter Johnson of the Washington Senators baseball club after
winning the American League Championship in 1927.
After the
death of President Warren Harding, whose administration was
plagued with corruption and scandal, Coolidge provided a more
cautious and stable approach to government, generally advocating
cooperation with business, encouraging prosperity and expansion of
private enterprise.
The Paradox of Herbert Hoover
After Coolidge decided not to run, the election of 1928 brought the
presidency to Herbert C. Hoover, a highly capable mining engineer
who had graduated from Stanford University.

Prior to his

assumption of the presidency, Hoover was head of relief operations
whose commission distributed massive quantities of food during and
after World War I. As Secretary of Commerce, he was instrumental
in establishing programs that helped develop radio broadcasting, civil
aviation, a uniform code for traffic safety, and numerous waterway
projects, including the massive Hoover Dam.
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When the stock market crashed, and the country began to sink into
depression, Hoover’s approach was to largely rely on private
donations and encourage personal initiative. He did not favor any
direct aid to the unemployed; rather, he contended that any aid
should be handled by charities and from contributions from the
affected cities and towns.

He constantly stated that no one was

starving through the throes of the Great Depression, although many
did. He vetoed a bill that would have established an agency of the
Federal government to provide unemployment assistance. Likewise,
he killed measures to provide direct public works spending for job
creation.

Hoover did provide credit for large corporations, but

without demand for their products from unemployed consumers,
these programs produced little change.
Even after Franklin Roosevelt was elected, Hoover continued to
oppose any meaningful relief for the unemployed. It has never been
understood how Hoover could have been so successful at foreign
relief efforts, yet turned his back on his own countrymen who had
been so devastated by the Great Depression.
The Influence of Franklin Roosevelt
In 1932, Franklin Roosevelt was elected on the basis of his optimism
and promise to raise the United States out of the Great Depression
through a series of programs and policies designated as the “New
Deal”.

Upon taking office, industrial production was off by more

than 50%, and about 25% of the eligible workforce was unemployed.
Roosevelt appointed three Republicans to his cabinet along with
other Democrats.
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Photograph 5. This is an informal photograph of Herbert Hoover as
Secretary of Commerce, standing with Secretary of State Charles
Evans Hughes, taken during the Coolidge Administration. Hoover
would later be elected President and Hughes selected as a Supreme
Court Justice. Although Hoover had been in charge of many
successful foreign relief efforts and a progressive champion for the
development of new enterprises, his indifferent attitudes during the
Great Depression appeared to be as if summoned from his youth in
Iowa. The strong work ethic which brought him to the Presidency
seemed to make it difficult for him to understand that the Depression
could not be solved just through hard work. Hoover considered the
Great Depression to be largely a matter of panic, not a systemic
disorder.

22

Roosevelt’s first steps were to close the banks and permit only those
in sound financial condition to re-open. He persuaded the Congress
to form the Federal Emergency Relief Administration which provided
direct funding to the states to support their relief agencies.

The

Civilian Conservation Corps was designed to put men back to work on
public works and conservation projects.

Mortgage relief was

provided to cash-strapped farmers and homeowners.
Crop prices were either diminishing or just stagnating, depending on
the staple commodity involved.

The purpose of the Agricultural

Adjustment Administration was to raise crop prices through
“supports” or subsidies on seven basic commodities. This program
was slow in relieving farm problems, but eventually did raise farm
income to pre-Depression levels by 1941.
Public

works

received

special

treatment

in

the

Roosevelt

Administration, focusing on projects that would eventually recoup
the cost of their construction.

Typical projects were stadiums,

schools, college and university buildings, water projects, locks and
dams, and port facilities.
To provide labor uniformity, codes of wages and hours were governed
by the National Recovery Act.

Because of the numerous codes

proposed, enforcement was difficult.

Many businessman felt these

measures were unconstitutional, whereas the unemployed and
working men and their families often felt these measures were
insufficient and just a starting point. Although the Supreme Court
later struck down these codes, many eventually were legislated into
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law regarding collective bargaining rights, limits on hours and wages,
and the prohibition of child labor.
In 1934, the Congress established the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) to curb abuses in securities trading and
investment banking.

The Works Progress Administration was

established to find or create meaningful work for the skilled
unemployed.

The Social Security Administration was formed to

cover disability, death of a spouse and “old-age” insurance, now
termed retirement.

Both the Social Security Act and the National

Labor Relations Act were challenged by conservatives all the way to
the

Supreme

Court.

Roosevelt

contended

that

they

were

constitutional, and the legislation was eventually affirmed so by the
Court. These court decisions validated the ability of the Congress and
the Executive Branch to regulate the economic activity of the United
States.
Alfred Landon, the Republican governor of Kansas, opposed Franklin
Roosevelt when he ran for his second term in 1936. Although Landon
was a progressive, and supported many of the ideas of Theodore
Roosevelt, he was soundly defeated, winning only the states of Maine
and Vermont.
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