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Dedication

To the true worshippers of the only true God
Give unto the Lord
Glory for His name!
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
(Psalm 29:2)
From the rising of the sun even to its going down,
My name shall be great among the Gentiles . . .
(Malachi 1:11)
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Preface

It was in 1972 that I became a true Christian. That was when
I had my first experience in worship. In reality, I had a vague
and superficial understanding of it, despite being a member
of various choirs and singing groups, especially a group called
Christ’s Ambassadors of the University in Ife, Nigeria, the
Anglican Church Choir in Nigeria and the choir of the Nairobi
Pentecostal Church in Kenya. I sang solos and duets during
crusades, but I still did not understand the meaning of true
spiritual worship.
It was much later in 1999, after several difficult trials and
experiences, that I came to discover a true and high dimension
of worship as it is meant by God in the Bible. It was at this time
that the Lord drew my attention and led me to know Him as
the Source of the Living Water par excellence. I then discovered
another level of worship, more personal, spiritual and deep, that
is centred on God the Creator, the Almighty. He revealed a great
number of Bible verses to me, each as wonderful as the next.
All of these verses support the type of worship to which I am
alluding and that which is acceptable to the soul and to the spirit.
The Lord took me to the book of Psalms, which I had
understood from a different perspective. After a complete study
of the first chapter to the last, my eyes were opened to see what
King David had seen. I realised there and then the intensity of
what this king experienced in his personal worship of God. I
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ended up understanding why God called him “a man after God’s
heart.” With much passion, I extended my search through the
study of several books and participated in various seminars on
worship. That was when the Lord revealed to me the true spiritual
worship that He appreciates very much. I became mesmerized
by it and enthusiastic about it.
So much time was lost during all those years of my Christian
life! I have now realised that true worship impregnates us with
divine unction; it speedily opens closed doors; it creates an
atmosphere for miracles and fills us with joy. From that moment,
my spiritual life took an incredible new turn for the better.
My perception of God and the world changed completely.
The Lord has since given me . . .
Beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that I may be called
a tree of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He
might be glorified. (Isaiah 61:3)
Driven by this new spiritual energy, I made a covenant with God
to worship Him daily and to teach men, women, children and
youth everywhere I go to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Many doors began opening to me to go to other countries to
give this key of worship to many people, and I bless God for
raising a multitude of true worshippers on earth.
At one time, I was briefly distracted from this important
mission. In fact, I allowed myself to become overcharged with
daily professional, ministry and family preoccupations. The anger
of God did not waste time to correct me. I suffered His wrath at
different levels. Having realised my straying away, I repented and
renewed my relationship with Him, promising to keep this altar
of worship alive until my last breath.
xii
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Lord, I ask You to strengthen me that it may be so.
What I am sharing with you in this book is nothing but a
tiny part of the great revelation that God gave me. He continues
to reveal more to me every day, in the course of each prayer and
while I worship Him.
If you want the hand of God to be continuously upon you,
do your best to understand the teachings contained in this book.
Put them into practice and commit yourself to nurturing a
permanent relationship with God. Your life will surely experience
a revolution like mine did. May the God of covenant, the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob bless you and inspire you for a
fruitful reading. May you be filled with joy as you worship in
His presence daily, and may you be the one He uses to brighten
all dark corners in your community and nation. No doubt, His
hand has been upon my life ever since I began this new level
of relationship with Him. It shall be so for you in Jesus’s name.
Amen.
Stella Okoronkwo
Abidjan, 12 January 2002
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CHAPTER 1
The Worship Acceptable to God

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;
for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth. ( John 4:23–24)
What else can the Lord God Almighty seek for, the Creator of
everything, of whom King David said, “The heavens and the earth
belong to You”? What need does He have, to whom all things
belong? Certainly not material or earthly things. God is looking
for true worshippers to worship Him in spirit and in truth. Many
of God’s children find it difficult to understand the importance
of the word worship. Pastor Norvel Hayes described in one of his
books how he was driving in his car when God interrupted his
thinking to tell him that He was not at all happy with how His
children were living in poverty because they did not know how
to eat at His table. On that occasion, he confessed to God that
he too did not know how to worship Him, even though he knew
how to preach. Still driving, he made this prayer: “Father, teach me
to worship You in spirit and in truth.” God answered his prayer,
which completely changed his life and ministry. He experienced
the hand and power of God through intensive worship.
1
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What does it mean to dedicate worship unto God? Many
people have given it different definitions. In this chapter, I will
share with you some deep things related to the worship that God
is looking for in the lives of His children and creatures.

1.

Ministering to God in worship is a deep and
active response to God for His person and His
creation.

Rendering worship unto God means to pay Him homage. One
cannot pay homage to an enemy or to someone one does not
know. One pays homage only to an admired being, especially
when one has totally consecrated his life to Him. We can see,
for example, that God loved the people of Israel so much, and
He expected love from them in return. But the Bible says that
God regretted that this people only worshipped Him with their
lips, whereas their hearts were far from Him. You have certainly
understood it; the first true step in worship is to give one’s whole
life to God and to be submitted to Him entirely.
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:1–2)
As a creation of God, you should give all of your soul, spirit and
body to the Creator as a living sacrifice. That signifies to love
Him with your whole heart, submit wholly to Him, consecrate
your life to Him and be placed at His disposal. That means to
respect and obey His Word and His commandments.
2
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I have seen in television shows and movies how people pay
homage to earthly kings. Before getting to the royal palace, they
start by bowing down and prostrating as they recite great things
these kings have done for their kingdom. Some are accompanied
by town criers who celebrate and sing the glory of the king.
They call him by names that symbolize power and force. While
they are approaching the throne, they sing louder, invoking the
war names of the king. The king typically lifts up his hands and
blesses them. The king’s visitors put themselves in a respectful
position and bow themselves as a sign of submission to the king
in the midst of great music, pomp and ceremony. Never does
anyone enter the king’s compound without these preliminary
requirements. The people can even be killed for lack of respect
for the king.
If people can do so much for their earthly kings, how much
more should they do for the King of kings who created the
universe that He holds in His hands? The worship service is the
act of worshipping God for the wonderful world He created and
the order He puts in it. We always have rains, and the harvests
continue to make food available to humanity nonstop. The sun
and the moon always appear at the usual times. God regularly
fulfils His contract in making day and night. He orders the
ocean never to pass its limits, and the ocean has always obeyed.
(See Proverbs 8:29.)
I know that there are periods when we experience famine,
drought, flooding, the eclipse of the sun and the moon, yet
everything has been ordered since the beginning of the creation
of the world. This is due to the faithfulness of God. Without Him,
this world would cave in and the harvests would be suspended.
But the worship that God desires is that which does not depend
on good or bad circumstances. It depends only on the greatness
of God.
3
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You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for You created all things, and by Your will they
exist and were created. (Revelation 4:11)
Even when things go bad, we must always worship God and
exalt Him because of His good works, just as this worship team
did in the book of Revelation:
And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvellous are Your
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Your ways,
O King of saints. Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and
glorify Your name? For You alone are holy: for all nations
shall come and worship before You; for Your judgments
have been manifested.” (Revelation 15:3–4)
Saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” (Revelation
5:12)
Please read also Psalm 136, which tells of the faithfulness of
God in the creation of a world so beautiful. We should recite
such psalms in His honour as often as we can daily.
A deep and active response implies that we serve God in
spirit and in truth through the service of worship. This suggests
that we should bless God and lift His name for His splendour
and greatness.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You are very
great: You are clothed with honor and majesty, who cover
Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the
heavens like a curtain. (Psalms 104:1–2)
4

The Worship Acceptable to God

2.

Ministering to God in worship is our
expression of love and joy towards God for who
He is.

That is to say, giving joy to God and telling Him how much you
love Him. He never forces you to do it, but He expects that you
should do it voluntarily and spontaneously. To dedicate worship
to Him is to fill His heart with joy by reminding Him of the
great things He has done and continues to do in the world.
O come let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto
Him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a great
King above all gods. In His hands are the deep places of
the earth: the strength of the hills is His also. The sea is
His, and He made it: and His hands formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before
the Lord our maker. For He is our God; and we are the
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. (Psalms
95:1–7)

3.

Ministering to God in worship is bringing an
offering or the sacrifice of our lips in praise to
God with all the sincerity of our hearts.
By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name. (Hebrews 13:15)

King David, the man after God’s heart, exhorted his people
repeatedly to offer the sacrifices of praise to God in addition
5
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to the pigeons and other animals they were sacrificing
every day.
Give unto the Lord, O ye kindred’s of the people, give unto
the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory
due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his
courts. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear
before him, all the earth. (Psalms 96:7–9)
Having had a deep relationship with God, Abraham, the
Patriarch, did not find it difficult to sacrifice his begotten son
Isaac at God’s request despite the fact that he had waited several
years for the birth of Isaac. The service of worship can demand
that we sacrifice our hours of sleep or other pleasures in order to
have intimate moments with God, worshipping Him in truth
and with concentration. God loves public worship, but what He
adores most is our personal worship in secret, and He who sees
in secret always rewards us openly.
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