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INTRODUCTION

T

his book is a protest against the murder of a two-yearold boy in Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria. He was killed by
his father after a female pastor accused the boy of practising
witchcraft. The boy’s father believed the Christian pastor when
she claimed that the little boy was responsible for the nosedive
in his fortunes. When I read in my e-group forum about this
dastardly and barbaric act by Christians who claim to know
better than those of us with different religious bents, I picked
up my keyboard and started writing a rejoinder to my people to
disabuse their minds of this belief in witchcraft. Those who hold
this belief have not been able to prove its existence, and I doubt
if they ever will.
I wrote nine pages and then realised I had barely started. At
this point, I felt I might as well continue and put down in a book
all that I knew about the invisible powers that we Africans believe
in. The little boy in question may have been born with autism,
a genetic defect that causes behavioural problems and disrupts
brain development. In Africa, both superhuman and subhuman
intellectual exhibitions are usually attributed to supernatural
forces. In other words, anything more or less than the ordinary
is unnatural.
I am still searching for the name of the late two-year-old boy
and the exact time the incident took place. I intend to establish
a permanent foundation in his name, a platform from which
I shall denounce this superstition that has torn many families
apart and driven many to premature deaths in modern Africa.
xiii
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Yes, the whole of Africa without exception holds this belief. It is
time we began to ask questions about why we are where we are.
In an age when others are flying through space to other planets,
having applied natural laws to manufacture spacecrafts, we
Africans still rely on invisible power to lift us up, and when this
does not happen as we expected, we resort to excuses to sustain
unproven beliefs.
When reasoning is on vacation, superstition fills the vacuum
in our brains. We need to recall it and embark on our own age of
inquisition in which nothing is acceptable until proven beyond
a reasonable doubt. This we should do by critical analysis if it is
not possible by empiricism. My challenge to those who believe
witches exist is to prove it to me or take me to their nocturnal
meetings. I am not afraid to visit them, because I have conquered
the fear of death, a key that should open the door to the truth
about witchcraft’s existence or nonexistence.
Perhaps that would lead us into a proper definition of
witchcraft as a merely spiritual idea and practice that is of
religion or similar to it. Then we may come to understand that
there is no proof that witchcraft is real, and that we are dogmatic,
unfortunately, in our reliance on invisible entities to protect us
and help us achieve success in our human endeavours. In this
book, I look at events and stories relating to witchcraft and
other supernatural powers and try to translate or interpret them
through natural laws, thereby debunking their supernatural
basis. Even when an event is a mystery or defies reasonable
explanation, that event is still within natural laws and not the
machination of a human who possesses supernatural power or a
nonhuman entity that my people have come to know as a demon
from outer space. The evolution of ideas is real, and knowledge
is a continuum. Therefore, what we do not know now we shall
come to know in the future. According to a popular maxim of
the Edo people of Nigeria, “What you have not seen in life is only
because you have not reached it.”
xiv
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In life and in nature, positivism and negativism complement
each other. Sometimes a misfortune can become a blessing, and at
other times a fortune can become a curse. A lack of pleasure can
allow us breathing space to think and work harder to achieve our
higher goals, and a deliberate suspension of pleasure can allow
us to achieve greater heights in life. Without death, we cannot
appreciate birth. Without death, the world population would
not be seven billion; it would probably be seven trillion, and
that would result in a lack of space on earth. Lands for houses,
farming, industries, and sports would be limited. Therefore,
death is natural, except the ones caused by murder, assassination,
or poison. It is time we reject the mentality that someone else
must take the blame for our misfortunes. No one goes through
life without having a taste of the two opposite sides of life.
It is my hope that this book or similar ones will be introduced
to our children right from elementary school so they can judge
for themselves what to believe as adults. This is imperative,
because we learn a lot and easily in our formative years before
the age of eighteen. The psychological foundation laid before this
age forms the larger part of who we become as adults. Attitudes
and beliefs are difficult to change later in life. So if children are
taught to be open-minded and unafraid to ask questions when
required, they will be better people, with not only a higher degree
of tolerance but also a higher intellectual capability.
Witchcraft and magic on the one hand, and God, the devil,
life before birth, and life after death on the other, are all thought
to be in the supernatural realm. It is believed that man can be
controlled positively or negatively through them. However, they
are all dogmatic beliefs and not realistic. Power lies in our world
within the natural laws and nowhere else.
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CHAPTER ONE
Our brains are naturally endowed

W

ho is a witch (azen)? A nine-year-old boy stood among
some adults who were being entertained by a Vespa
motorbike rider on Christmas Day in 1972. The rider sometimes
freed his hands from the handlebars, and at other times stood up
on the seat of the machine. At one point, the nine-year-old boy
predicted that the rider would soon crash. He was ignored. A few
seconds later, his prophesy happened. The rider crashed. One
of the adults said to the boy, “Azen ukhin,” an Edo phrase that
means “you are a witch.” He said this for only one reason. The
little boy could read the rider’s reckless actions and determine
the consequence. The gift of insight into an event or an action,
with the ability to determine its outcome, is not for all comers,
but it is not a supernatural power either.
At Evboneka Grammar School near Benin City, Nigeria, in
the early 1970s, a classmate of mine would not spend as much
time studying as our other classmates, but would always be at the
top of the class. One of my half brothers put it straight to his face
when they had a minor disagreement that he used “azen ebe,”
book witchcraft or cognitive witchcraft, to achieve high scores at
examinations. Similarly, a friend of mine told me that a woman
lived in his neighbourhood who had used witchcraft to enhance
the scores of all her eleven children when they were in university,
and even secured plum jobs for them all upon graduation. In
my opinion, these people were all genetically endowed with a
high memory and retentive ability. The entire family may or may
1
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not inherit this trait if only one of the parents possesses it. It is
almost guaranteed that all the children will get it if both parents
are equally endowed. When only one of the parents has this trait,
it is inherited only by the child who has that parent’s recessive
chromosome in his or her genes.
The Yoruba people of western Nigeria, who produce the
highest number of identical twins worldwide, are quite aware
that twins communicate with each other when they are a distance
apart. One feels it when the other is in danger, sick, or troubled.
Such feelings could lead the safe one to search for the other.
Although such powers to communicate exist within nature, the
Yoruba people believe that twins are special people equipped
with a high spiritual prowess from God. Identical twins are from
one cell that splits into two during the growth of a single foetus
in early pregnancy. This is different from fraternal twins, who are
both conceived by a different egg and sperm in the ovary at the
same time.
The emotional attachment and bond between a mother
and her child may also help in such remote communication. A
mother whose child is a distance away from her could suddenly
feel she has to bring the child within view. She goes out in search
of the child, only to find the child was in danger. She may be
right to claim she had a premonition of the danger the child
was in. At some other times, or with other people, it may be a
coincidence when someone thinks of a child at the moment of
danger. The fact that premonitions do come true does not allow
anyone to use these premonitions to deceive others for financial
gain. People with this ability are rare, and exist only occasionally
throughout generations and ages. They can be helpful to man
when they are in the right position, as in politics, sciences, arts,
sports, religion, or business. They are known as pathfinders,
visionary leaders, prophets, oracles, messiahs, avatars, sages, and
saviours. There is nothing supernatural in their legacies though,
other than the clear visions they have of their roles for humanity.
2
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We mustn’t forget that superhuman powers have often been
ascribed to legends, thereby taking them away from the orbit of
mortal men and women. They were just as ordinary as you and
I, but were geniuses in the areas in which they were equipped to
excel. They could have been idiots in other areas of life. No man
can know all in nature.
Remote communication can therefore be more likely in
people who are related than in those who are not. This capability
in identical twins, and at times ordinary twins, has been attributed
to supernatural powers by primitive people across the globe. It is
still strange to me that no academic exercise or investigations
have ever been done by intellectuals from the Yoruba ethnic
group in Nigeria to either confirm or reject this age-old belief.
Blaming others for misfortunes is a common human
element, but more so in Africa and especially in Nigeria. Here
is a typical story. A boy named Smart did not wish to take
responsibility for himself while he was growing up, and still
did not want to do so as an adult. Four years into his five-year
secondary-school education, his maternal grandmother—whom
he had lived with from his birth, as his mother had not moved in
with his father—bought a car. From then on, Smart became the
toast of his peers, both men and women. No party was complete
if Smart was not in attendance. He failed woefully in his GCE
ordinary-level examinations. He could only manage a pass in
two subjects. He did not worry, though, as life was sweet for
him. He had as much access to the car as he desired. He changed
women as often as he wished. They were at his disposal. Between
1975 and 1985, many things changed. The grandmother lost
her contract. The car became old, and the old woman was no
longer interested in its maintenance because she did not need it
anymore. The car was given up for sale.
Money was no longer flowing from the old woman. Many
of Smart’s childhood friends had either moved away or had
graduated with degrees or diplomas. At a gathering of his
3
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friends one day, Smart suddenly realised he was no longer in
the reckoning of his mates. Even the women did not look in his
direction anymore. The accolades he had gotten were now all
in the past. Smart left that gathering despondent. He decided
that the fault must lie in all other people but himself. It had to
be someone from his father’s side who had used witchcraft to
manipulate him off the right track. It had to be the stepmother
who lived with his father all the years of his life, even though
Smart had never shared the same roof with her. It took a nononsense friend of his to explain the paths that had led to his
stagnation before he zipped up his mouth.
His friend reminded him of how he had warned him back at
school to prepare himself for the final examinations, as the rest
of them were doing. Some of his childhood friends had failed
in the examination, but they studied for another one or two
years to make the requisite scores for admission into graduate
schools. “You took advantage of your grandmother’s wealth and
forgot your primary responsibility to yourself,” his friend finally
admonished him. “Your advantage of yesterday has brought you
your disadvantage of today. The sweetness of your past caused
you to chart your dark path. It had nothing to do with your
innocent stepmother. At thirty you could still salvage your life if
you are determined to alter it today.”
Money-making witchcraft (azen igho) is mostly associated
with sudden wealth. It is believed that the ritualist collects money
by calling the name of his victim, which causes the victim to
drop his money. This victim may be the ritualist’s relative. After
using the victim for the ritual, the victim becomes half dead, or
half alive, and is subsequently kept in a cupboard or in a secret
room that no one other than the ritualist may enter. I have often
wondered if this half-dead victim eats at all to survive, and if he
defecates and urinates. If not, how is his half-life sustained? For
three decades I have tried to verify this practice, but no one I
have encountered has ever seen one of these victims. If you have,
4
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I would appreciate it if you let me know. In Nigeria, we all know
it is possible to become rich overnight through fraudulence
and corruption. No man goes around revealing to others how
he made his sudden wealth. This sealed mouth means that the
people around him who are less fortunate financially must
proffer consoling explanations for his success.
The witch who flies (anzen ne otin) is the most popular of
our forms of witchcraft, as all our misfortunes are attributed to
these witches. Is nature so perfect that we are supposed to witness
only fortunes at the exclusion of misfortunes? In addition, if
some misfortunes are natural or caused by our own carelessness,
at what point can we draw the line between the one caused by
nature and the one caused by a witch? One of the observations
I have made in my search is that we are quick to blame others
for our misfortunes. What I could not conclude was whether
religious officers sow in us a fear of witches to enhance their
trade, or if they merely reinforce our beliefs, telling us what we’d
like to hear to get their pay.
I have heard of out-of-body experiences (OBEs) from people
who had been supposedly certified dead at the hospital. It has
been difficult for me to accept these accounts as true, because
OBEs happen by accident and may not be consciously embarked
upon. Each time I have asked to see a witch who could take me
along to his or her world or meetings, no one has offered to
introduce me. I got one funny response from a friend when he
told me that a man in his village, who was as curious as I, got
the wrong bargain when he started eating from the refuse bin
after he had been offered the chance to take the initiation rites.
In other words, he was letting me know that I could not get there.
This, to me, means witches and their places of meeting do not
exist.
Another friend advised that I not attend a witchcraft meeting,
as I would not be the same again; I would become a devil. Why
are we Africans so afraid of invisible powers that we are never
5
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willing to investigate them? I queried my friend. I tried to pursue
my line of argument. If men had not conquered the fear of death,
no one would have crossed the Atlantic Ocean from Europe, a
venture that opened America to the rest of the world in modern
history.
In the same America in modern history, men have signed
up to sail through space to a space station for researchers, even
after a spacecraft exploded immediately after it was launched
and after one had just exploded when reentering our atmosphere
from a space station in 2003. We can never reach lofty heights if
we do not break down the barrier of excessive fear in general and
death in particular. Therefore, I want to visit a witchcraft enclave
so I can determine their texture or machinations. In the absence
of a visit, I do not yet see any reason to believe that witchcraft
exists, let alone to accept their machinations as causes of human
misfortunes and miseries.
To rest this case, I wish to be proven wrong; if someone can
successfully carry out this experiment that I have designed, then
I will change my mind. Have a sentence written on a blackboard
in a room and a toy car on Table A while Table B is empty. Tell a
witch, if you can find one, to visit your experimental room at his
nocturnal flight, and move the toy car from Table A to Table B.
He should memorise the sentence on the blackboard, which he
would deliver to you the next morning. The success of the witch
here should rest our case forever. Nevertheless, before then, let
us hold our breath and stop accusing innocent men, women,
and particularly children who know nothing in life to be able to
defend themselves, of witchcraft, which they are thought to use
to bring about miseries and misfortunes to other human beings.
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