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Author’s Notes

In the first writing of this book I wrote the term God in boldfaced type and in quotation marks. I believe in the one God,
who, which is the same for Christians, members of the Islamic
and Bahai religions and all other religions. I also believe this
God to be in charge of all believers and non-believers and
doubters. I do not assign a gender to God, nor do I portray
God as a person with a physical image that is similar to man’s
physical appearance. I hoped that this distinction would
have alerted the reader to the difference between my concept
of God and that of the Christian religion. However, I have
been alerted to the fact that frequent use of quotation marks
was excessive and distracting. In hindsight, I decided to use
italics in bold type for the term God; and just italics for other
terms such as purposeful will, permissive will, nothing, and
Presence, that are used in this work to indicate differences
between my concept of God and also other matters where my
thinking differs from traditional Christian thoughts about
God, life and our world, to alert the reader about my different
interpretation.
A deliberate attempt has been made not to refer to God
as a male person, except where I am quoting from the Bible
or other sources. I hope I have been able to convey a different
point of view of whom, what or whichever Presence is the
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reason for our existence on earth, and all other living things in
earth’s experience.
I hope I have presented a concept of God that could be
acceptable to Christians, other believers and also to nonbelievers.
Bible References
All Bible references appearing in this work are from the
Authorized King James Version, 1973 Canadian Edition,
published by The Gideons International in Canada.
Calvin K. Tillson Preddie
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Comments and Acknowledgements

Calvin,
Your book was very thought provoking for me. When you
asked me to read your book with the title “God”, I was unsure
about reading it, as I am not comfortable discussing religion/
God with others. Having been raised a Catholic, I found your
work refreshing and quite enjoyable. I have come to a new place
in my thoughts about God and have a desire to explore my
relationship further.
Thank you for sharing.
C. Gallagher

During the initial writing of this work, I wrote to both Christian
Church Leaders, the Archbishop of Canterbury and Pope
Benedict XVI. When the work was, originally, self-published,
I sent copies to them in early November 2011. The Archbishop,
with whom I had a few written exchanges earlier, responded
by E-mail, and I received a letter from the Vatican, on behalf
of Pope Benedict XVI through their Canadian Office. I was
quite thrilled, elated, surprised and humbled by this response.
Both Leaders referred to the book as a “gift”, but the Vatican
letter promised me remembrance in his (The Pope) prayers,
and described the work as “a thoughtful presentation”. A signed
colored photograph of the Pope was included with the letter.
vii

The most poignant poem I have ever read
Don’t Miss Out

The man whispered
“God, speak to me”
And a meadow lark sang
But the man did not hear
So the man yelled
“God speak to me”
And the thunder rolled across the sky
But the man did not listen
The man looked around and said
“God let me see you”
And a star shone brightly
But the man did not notice
And the man shouted “God show me a miracle”
And a life was born
But the man did not know
So the man cried out in despair
“Touch me God and let me know you are here!”
Where upon God reached down and touched the man
But the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on
ix
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Don’t miss out on a blessing because it isn’t packaged the
way you expect!
This poem was presented by a couple, Walter and Lois Marshall
at a meeting I attended in Oakville, Ontario, Canada some years
ago. There was no copyright indication, and I never found out
whether it was written by them, or who was the author, but
I believe (or hope and pray) that whoever wrote it would not
object to its use in this work. It is a poem that speaks directly to
my concept of God and I believe that this is a fitting place for it
in a book dealing with one’s faith in God.
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About this book

This book tells of my personal relationship with a God that I do
not know, could never fully imagine, contemplate or understand.
It is a book of someone, or something in which or whom I have
experienced doubt at some time, but nevertheless, a God I have
become fully reconciled to and would not doubt or question.
It reveals a personal concept of God that is derived from my
study of the Christian Bible; participation in several Christian
religions (Anglican, Baptist, United Church), the Bahai Faith,
and several discussions with people of religion from Jehovah’s
Witnesses and the Seven Day Adventist Religion. I have also
attended prayer groups and engaged in several discussions
with one particular Anglican Priest, and several friends and
acquaintances.
I first wrote this book in the year 2000 with the title; “A
very personal relationship”, but the title never seemed really
appropriate and could have been misleading. Initially, I gave
this work the title: God; however after completing the writing of
the book, I considered this title to be too suggestive of personal
knowledge of God which might turn off prospective readers. I
finally decided to return to the original title.
This book is not being written to refute the thoughts and
ideas of any other author. I was not aware of the books; “The God
delusion”; “Opus Dei”, and “In God distrust” when I began to
write this book in 1998. It is not a response to any of these books,
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nor a response to any particular written work. I have not read any
of the three books mentioned here, but I did see the movie Opus
Dei, and I have seen at least one review of the book “The God
delusion”. In fact, I have written to the Richard Dawkins web
site and several of those who responded to my submissions have
suggested that I should read his book to become educated and
enlightened. I would probably read these three books and others
on the subject of God, religion and the evolution/creation debate
once my book is published.
This book reveals and shares the answers I have found to
several questions that surfaced while I was still quite young
and did not dare seek answers from my parents, school
teachers or priests, and of parishioners in the churches I
attended. Whether I have come up with correct or suitable
answers would be for others to judge, but I am satisfied with
my answers and completely comfortable with my concept of
God. A God I see as a duality (confirmed in Isaiah 45: 5 – 8
in the Authorized King James Version), and a God of whom,
or which, I have no fear even though I live in complete awe
of God’s love, mercy, greatness, grace, gifts, challenges and
possible interference every second of every minute of every
hour of every day.
The questions of my youth were many and they appeared
very simple to me. I couldn’t understand how an entity, Satan,
could do anything in God’s world, if God did not allow it to be so.
I wondered why would an all-wise, all-knowing and all-seeing
God not know what Eve would have done at the urging of a
serpent that was also produced by God. I found it strange that
God did not create Eve in the same manner used to create Adam,
and I could not understand how, in the world that God created
and called good, evil could then play such an important role that
it would cause the perfect and almighty God to repent and send
xiv
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a flood to destroy all animal life except for the life of one family
and sets of two (or seven depending on which verse of Genesis
you believed) of each animal.
As a young child, I had great difficulty with the idea that
God had given man free will, when man was forbidden to eat
of a particular fruit; and that difficulty became greater when I
considered God’s actions once Eve and Adam had disobeyed the
instructions, when God took action to prevent them access to the
Tree of Life. I did not know the rationale at the time of my youth,
but I just could not accept the idea of free will with restrictions.
I also had questions of man being created in the image of God,
who could dwell on earth, but actually lived in heaven. I explore
these things in this book along with many other concerns that
surfaced from my attempts to cherish religion and to be guided
by religious doctrine.
In this book, I will examine the Christian Church and its
practices in light of what is preached in the Bible and I plan
to examine some of the life issues that attract the intention
of religion such as same-sex marriage and homosexuality;
abortion and cloning. I hope that sharing my ideas, thoughts
and approaches to life I might be able to assist others in their
acceptance of a Divine influence in our being alive, and in the
existence of our earth.
Although some scientists are attempting to prove that our
world was formed from nothing, their possible success could not
convince me that our awesome world materialized from nothing,
as we understand nothing to be. Perhaps the world did form from
nothing, then in the context of reality and human understanding,
nothing would have to be something to have produced all this. I
am yet to imagine how science that believes in empirical evidence
would provide evidence of a, or some, nothing that was capable
of producing our earth and the universe around us. To me, the
xv
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nothing that existed before the world that produced our earth
would have to be some form of Divinity that possessed wisdom,
power and might—which would be some form of God.
When mathematicians discuss the odds of winning the
lottery by selecting six numbers out of 45, 47 or 49 or so, they
frequently explain how improbable the odds of winning really
are. Yet, despite the odds, scientists and some others appear
to believe that the odds of a single body among the billions
of bodies (suns, stars, planets, comets, moons etc.) being the
only one to contain intelligent life is not only probable but is
reality.
Many a day I have wrestled with the problem of trying to
reconcile how I could be a Christian, who believes in God and
accepts Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior, while I
do not need to, and cannot accept the Bible to be literal truth.
I believe that the Holy Spirit is a reality that resides in my
heart and mind which guides me towards God’s will, despite my
rebellious resistance on many occasions.
I do not know, factually, that the person, Jesus, was actually
God’s Son, nor do I know if he actually died on the Cross and was
resurrected. But I do not need to know these things for certain
and I have come up with a personal understanding to explain
and accept these events based on faith with an explanation that
appears more credible to me, even though devout Christians and
others may not find them acceptable because I cannot provide
the kind of proof that would satisfy their beliefs.
My faith in God brings meaning and purpose to my life,
and it permits my acceptance, on faith, that Jesus Christ was
the incarnate form in which God chose to appear amongst us in
order to direct our lives. The Biblical record that was completed
from evidence that was left billions of years ago must, in my
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view, be tainted by human imperfections, human failings and
the difficulty of interpretation of unusual language and symbolic
figures and also because of man’s fears and wishes, and perhaps
his hopes and dreams.
This work is my confession, which I make for the awareness
of everyone who might read this book, before they continue to
explore its pages. It reflects my personal beliefs and portrays my
personal relationship with God. I am not suggesting to anyone
that their own relationship with the Almighty should mirror my
own, but I offer my thoughts for your consideration as you move
along your personal journey of getting to know, and of relating
to God.
Some of my thoughts, reasoning and ideas might seem
offensive to some readers; they may cause some others to
rethink their beliefs, to question their religions, and even
their personal faith, but, hopefully, they would not affect
your personal belief in God, and might, at best, reinforce your
personal beliefs in religion, faith and God. As I have said to
someone, who asked, “Why should I believe anything you
say?” I say to all readers only pay attention to something I say
if it fits into your belief system, and if it would not detract you
from your faith.
My belief in God is certain and unchangeable. It is a belief
that is justified by FAITH alone, and not by human reasoning.
Reason is what I use to understand my relationships with God,
Christ, the Bible, religion and the church. I do not attend church
in order to believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit (the context in
which I view the Holy Spirit is discussed later in the book) and
God. Instead, it is because of my acceptance of the Trinity and
my complete faith in God that I attended church to recognize
and pay homage to the Creator.
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This book is based on my belief and faith that our earth could
not have been formed without some form of Divine intervention.
It is based on a distinction between religion and faith and the
desire to share an experience that is most satisfying to the author.
Calvin K. Tillson Preddie
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PROLOGUE

“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way in which you
will go: I will guide thee with mine eye.”
Psalm 32-8
When I began writing this book, all I had were my own
conclusions from personal study and analysis of the Bible and
conclusions drawn from discussions of faith, Christianity and
the Bible with friends, colleagues and members of my last church
congregation in the church I attended in Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada. I served on the Church Board and was a member of a
Bible Study group that met at the Church on Friday mornings
and also held discussions at the residences of different members
of the congregation.
I rationalized that since I was not attempting to have others
join me and participate in my beliefs in a form of alternate
Christian church, it was all right to publicize my personal beliefs
which I did not have to justify to any other person, but only to
God. I also knew that I was eager to share my conclusions with
others and I was convinced that my concept of God would be
attractive to non-believers and those who were wavering in their
commitment to individual Christian churches.
I continued to develop a singular (personal) insight into God
through my personal faith. I, sincerely, was unafraid of being
isolated because of my views of God, the Bible, Free Will, Christ’s
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birth and Resurrection, and my criticism of the Christian church.
I anticipated opposition and even attempts to steer me back to
conventional church beliefs and practices. Even after I completed
the work and apprised friends and colleagues of my effort, my
confidence did constant battle with reason and analysis about
the manner, and method in which my very different viewpoint of
God and the Christian religion would be accepted.
However, I remained drawn to the path I was committed to.
It was a strange situation and as I experienced various revelations,
awakenings or awareness that continued to impact and lead me, I
frequently, asked the question to the unseen God or Holy Spirit,
“Why Me?”
It was difficult to understand why I was being led in a manner
of faith so different from what I had been taught, as a young child
and in adulthood, even though the path I was following simply
reflected acceptance of thoughts and ideas from my childhood
and youth that confused and challenged me to chart my own
course on the trail of faith in God.
It was as though I was being guided by the last two lines of
Version 2 of the song: As God wills it to be, in which I state:
“We will journey to a land free of all need, If only we would
follow wherever God leads”. I was, and remain convinced that
I was being directed by the Holy Spirit, while being given a
glance of some of the things that were considered hidden and
unknown, perhaps in advance of many who were more worthy
than I, for such an honor and form of relationship. Today,
October 28, 2009, as I have begun to add this prologue; as I
read of the issues being discussed in the media of the need for
a new form of Christianity, and when I read of Bishop Shelby
Spong’s new book that deals with the search for a new manner
of Christianity, I experience a sense of justification. I seem to
understand why so many times after I posed the question to
xx
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the invisible Presence; “Why me?” I sensed the cryptic response:
“Why not you?”
While I was writing this book, I slept with a copy of the Bible
under my pillow that served to provide some comfort, but also to
give direction when I needed answers to questions that stumped
me. Several were the times that I would be seeking an answer
and I would switch the light on and just open the Bible without
any idea about which page I would be opening on; however even
though my action was blind to the book of the Bible that I had
chosen, it was uncanny, but I would often (almost always) find
an answer within reading three pages from the point at which I
opened the Bible through random selection.
At the time, I was frequently visited by teams of members
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses religion, with whom I had several
discussions on the porch outside the front door of our home.
They were unable to convince me to join their Church, and
it became obvious that they were challenged by some of my
counter arguments to some of their biblical explanations that
they were trying to have me accept. It was only in August 2008,
that I received an answer to a perplexing question that dogged
me: “Why do they continue to come to my home?”
A lady, who was a Minister in the Jehovah’s Witnesses
religion, seemed committed to having me join their religion and
I eventually agreed to be part of an intervention with her spouse
and herself, which took place at my home. I continued to challenge
their interpretations with my own, and the intervention with her
spouse and herself had not caused any real change in my point of
view. The lady continued to visit our home, and, finally, I asked
her, directly, “Why do you seem so intent on having me join your
religion?” She told me that she found me to be someone with a
very strong faith in God, which is a quality, she said, should not
be allowed to be wasted.
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From March 2009 until July 29, 2009, I was not in touch
with the lady Minister from the Jehovah’s Witnesses religion,
neither by e-mail nor by visits, and I did not receive any of the
“Watchtower” and “Awake” mini magazines that were always left
with me whether I was at home or not when they visited. On July
29, she left four magazines in my mail box but she did not ring the
doorbell. However, she called me by phone later that afternoon
and advised that she had left some good reading material for
me. One publication was titled: “Is the Bible practical for our
day?” Other titles were: “How you can understand the Bible”;
“Abortion __Why is it an issue for our day?’ and “Depression
__ Help for sufferers”. I had already written about the Church’s
responsibility in the Abortion issue and also about the relevance
of the Bible for our day. I had, also published a book on Human
Stress, “Bias-free Stress Measurement”, which included the
topic of depression.
I have also visited with other Christian religious groups and
with them, also, I have been asked to allow members to conduct
interventions with me. So far, I have not consented to any more
interventions, and I am satisfied that it would be pointless since
I am certain of my convictions which differ from those of many
of the Christian groups I have been in contact with, that appear
to believe that the earth is only some 6000 years old, even though
they seem prepared to give in on the idea of the seven days of
creation being related to seven Biblical days and not 24-hour days.
My vision and concept of God flow from a belief that the
earth is some 5 billion years young so those Christians who
believe that the earth is 6000 years old naturally have different
understanding of God than I do. I also do not believe that the
God is a person like other humans and me. Also, while I accept
the concept of the Trinity, I do not believe the Holy Spirit to be a
person and I have the conviction that Jesus was the human form
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in which God chose to dwell amongst us in order to direct us in
the ways that would best lead to the eventual outcome preferred
for mankind through the guidance that was missing with early
man, and which led to man’s choice of evil over good which, as
stated in Genesis, caused God to repent and to proceed with the
elimination of almost all humankind and animals except for one
family and two of each animals that could fit into the proverbial
Ark of Noah’s.
Because I do not consider God to be just like any human
person, I do not assign any personality to this Deity. I also
believe that that there is nothing that man has done, or could
ever do that this Deity has not already done, or could do, and
that there is nothing that man can conceive that the Deity
would not do. I also believe that the Deity is not a wasteful God
therefore, I believe that the “Tree of Life” was permitted to exist
in man’s psyche for a definite reason, for which it was protected
from human interference because human intelligence and life
had not yet attained the level of understanding to benefit from
complete knowledge of the importance and necessary “function”
of the “Tree of Life”.
I consider the approach of the Christian religion to be one
that neglects to consider that the Bible informs us that all things
are not yet known or revealed. However, I suggest that as time
has passed, more has been shown and revealed to us from which
we could, and have proceeded, that should produce a better
understanding of the true meaning of the biblical “Tree of Life”.
I believe, however, that over time, more about the “Tree of Life”
has been revealed and we are approaching the point where that
knowledge will lead us to the continuation of human life that
would not necessarily be on earth.
Unlike some established religions that believe the Bible to
be literal truth, I do not consider errors and or omissions in the
xxiii
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Bible to be produced by God. This frees me to be critical and
to put the Bible story into one context of the modern world
that would include considerations of science, astrology, space
travel and the like. This is most relevant in my concept of, and
view of the Trinity. Since I do not consider God to be a person
such as any human person, and considering science and the tools
that produce new developments to be gifts to man from God,
by which to make the “unknown” known, and things “hidden”
to be revealed, I am able to bring a new and different modern
explanation to events such as the conception of Christ and the
writing of the Ten Commandments on Tablets of stone.
Members of the Jehovah’s Witness and some other religions
believe that we should visit the original writings of the Bible in
the Greek language in order to understand the true writings. Yet
the Old Testament has remained constant throughout time. It
was written in the Hebrew language and Jesuit scholars were sent
to counsel the Greeks in the Traditions of the Jewish Scripture
that constitutes the Old Testament. While the New Testament
was written in the Greek language, it is my understanding that
the original writings of the New Testament cannot be produced
today, and what we have is the selection of books that were chosen
by Bishop Esubius at the request of Constantine in 325 A.D.
However, the Book of Genesis has great importance in, and
influence upon, my thinking and findings. The reconciliation
of God with the qualities of awesome might, power, wisdom,
knowledge and perception, yet not knowing that Eve, a human
born as an adult would not have had the discipline to refrain from
eating from the one particular tree that she was forbidden to eat
from, when it was also a tree planted by God was something that
confused me until I was able to form my own concept of “God”.
Thanks to the reading of the Book, “Judge West Speaks”, and
my own thoughts, I also found it difficult to believe that a world
xxiv
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that God pronounced good could have been corrupted by man,
or a Satan, unless God permitted it to be so, which would make
it part of God’s plan for mankind.
I continue to believe that if God wished it to be so, a tree of
the knowledge of good and evil would not have been planted by
God in the Garden of Eden. A tree with only the knowledge of
good would have prevented evil from ever being known to man.
Therefore, I have to conclude that the temptation of Eve and her
falling to it was all a part of God’s actual plan, and was the first
evidence of man’s inquisitive nature that led to the development
of science and the form of investigations such as rationalizations,
deduction, intuition, examining of data and formulation of
conclusions that would, eventually lead to realization of the
promise of the Bible that there is nothing hidden that would not
be revealed, and nothing unknown that would not eventually be
known.
Even before man began experimenting with cloning, I
suspected that some access to the “Tree of Life” was periodically
being granted to man. My faith assured me there is nothing that
man could ever achieve, or do, or even contemplate if it could not
be done, and probably, was already done by God. I also believe
that nothing can happen in this world unless it is through God’s
permissive or persuasive will. I also believe that Jesus, as God’s
Son, was born through some form of Immaculate Conception
that was similar to, but particularly more intricate and advanced
than the process we call cloning. If believers believe that God
produced man from the earth and then produced Eve using
one of Adam’s ribs, why then can’t we believe that God could
have produced Jesus through a process similar to what man is
developing as “cloning”. A cloned Jesus would actually be God,
but different, though he would encompass what I term to be the
“essence” of God—the Holy Spirit.
xxv
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If the authors of the books: “The God delusion” and
“God is not great”, and also Bishop John Selby Spong in his
writings are referring to the image of God that is championed
by different organized religions of the Christian faith, as well
as other religions such as The Jewish and Muslim faiths, then
I am actually in agreement with them; however, I have gleaned
a different concept of God and I remain convinced that the
Christian Bible has presented me (and all humanity) with the
concept of God that is presented in this work.
Whether there is, or was a God might never be definitely
known to satisfy scientific requirements. Whether there is another
planet in ours or any other galaxy or universe that could support
human life also may never be known, but it has not stopped man
from seeking knowledge of such a planet and developing plans
for human travel to such locations if the technology to do so
could be developed in time. Something in our psyche urges us
on. Perhaps because man has known death, along with our life
experiences and we prefer life while knowing that no man will
live forever, we seek to ensure the continuation of human life
wherever possible that our science and intelligence can direct us
to attempt the relocation and continuation of human life. Is the
life we seek to continue meaningful and purposeful, or is it just
life for the sake of living? I believe it is the life we are directed
by some sort of internal compass to pursue, and a life that could
actually reflect what is meant by “eternal life”, except that it does
not necessarily apply to individual life, but to human life as a
whole.
For me, and for others, faith in God provides the meaning
and purpose for living without which life is a sick and cruel joke
whether there is or was a God or not!
Is the God, as perceived by the Christian and other religions
the correct and reasonable projection of Who, What or Which
xxvi

A Very Personal Relationship

Presence is God? Perhaps God might never be understood or
determined to have existed; however, we all can agree that there
was a beginning to this earth and the planets and stars in our
universe and what, which or who was in the beginning could
be considered to be what we contemplate as God. Even if there
would never be sufficient proof of the existence of God, I believe
we all know from our science and intelligence that even a single
tree could never have been produced from absolutely nothing.
Our search to determine how the planet and all life (including
human life) began is part of our existence and part of our reality
whether or not there is, was or will ever be knowledge of a God
or prior Divinity. This is what this book addresses from the stand
point of the writer who believes in a Divinity that is not and
might never be known, and for whom the title God is sufficient.
In the book, “Overload”, by Arthur Hailey, (pg. 255) we read:
“the moving finger sometimes does go back, not to rewrite, but
to re-read.” I believe that rewriting the Bible to satisfy individual
concepts and propositions is the wrong way. We should allow
our moving fingers to reread the Bible in the context of current
human knowledge and experience. I try to do this with this work.
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How Awesome is God?
(As taken from an Internet story)

While I was in the middle of writing the original manuscript in
2000, I received a copy of a story that was being circulated on
the Internet that appeared to depict the awesome power of God.
It was impossible to believe the story to be true, but the fact that
the Bible references exist caused me to ponder the possibility of
its being true.
According to the story, engineers and technicians contracted
by NASA to conduct research into travel in deep space
determined their calculations suggested that, somehow, they
could not account for one whole day in time. Since accuracy and
precision were necessary for the planning of a long journey of
perhaps millions of light years an intense effort was made to
confirm or deny the fact of a loss of 24 hours of time.
Eventually, a technician, who was once a scholar in Bible
Study, said he remembered that God was reported to have made
the Sun stand still for one day. Although they were skeptical,
the engineers asked him to find the reference. He found it in
Joshua 10: 12-13. “Then spoke Joshua to the Lord in the day when
the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel,
and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun stand still upon Gibeon; and
then, Moon, in the valley of Ajalan. And the Sun stood still, and the
Moon stood stayed, until the people had arranged themselves upon
their enemies. Is this not written in the book of Jasher? So the Sun
1
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stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about
a whole day.”
The engineers, reluctantly, but with good expectations,
factored this information into their calculations, only to find
that they were still short of one day by about 40 minutes. They
asked the technician whether there were any other references to
lost time in the Bible, and he offered to consult with his former
Sunday-School teacher, who still lived.
About a week later, he advised the engineers that there was
one other reference to delayed time that appears in Isaiah 38:
7-8. The reference was examined to the great surprise of the
engineers: “And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that
the Lord will do this thing that he had spoken. Behold I will bring
the shadow of the degrees which is gone down in the sun dial of
Ahaz, ten degrees backwards. So the Sun returned ten degrees by
which it was gone down.”1
As 360 degrees represented 24 hours, or 1440 minutes, ten
degrees represented 1440 divided by 36, which is 40 minutes. So
the engineers believed they had found the entire missing day. To
a person, they all marveled at: “How Awesome God really is.”

2

An opening statement to explain why I believe that
Faith in a Divine Presence is the key to a successful
relationship with God.

The following lines are from Galatians 3: 1 – 12
“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you that ye should
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among you?
This only would I learn of you. Received ye the Spirit by
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect by the flesh?
Have ye suffered so many things in vain? If it be yet in
vain.
He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit and
worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith?
Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same
are the children of Abraham.
And the Scriptures, forseeing that God would justify
the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.
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So then, they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham.
For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of law to do
them.
But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God,
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.
And the law is not of faith: but The man that doeth them
shall live in them.”
I am more inclined to relate to these words from the Book of
Galatians, than the words of the Book of James, which appear to
equate works and faith.
I know that Queen Elizabeth exists, and I know that
George Bush exists. I also know that Osama bin Laden exists,
or did exist. However, I do not know that God exists. But I have
faith that there was, and is, a Divine Being, or circumstance
that produced life of animals, plants and other living things.
Whoever, whatever, or whichever force produced life is God to
me. I believe that just as an infant is forever bonded with its
parents, so too is all human life bonded with the source of all
life.
If we accept the Biblical story as truth, we attribute all life to
the one Divine Source. However, science has shown us that at
different times of early existence, life forms were very different
than they are today. Evolutionary processes have taken place
which produced different life forms that were relevant to the
conditions that existed during the times of their existence on
earth. This is probably why modern man did not exist at the
time of the dinosaurs. This fact (of dinosaurs not existing with
humans), by itself, suggests some sort of order to existence. The
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orderly patterns of the planets in our solar system and other
examples of orderly existence between galaxies suggest the
action of some sort of intelligence in the design or creation of
life in our vast universe. Whoever, whatever, or which Presence
or force is responsible for the ordered state of existence of bodies
and objects in space is God to me.
I believe that all the elements that were necessary to produce
human life existed at the time of the creation or emergence of our
world (or at the time that all other planets in the universe came
into being). Subsequent environmental conditions, regardless of
the cause or reasons, caused the life forms at particular times
of the earth’s 5 billion years history. And, when this earth is no
longer able to support useful human life, perhaps other life forms
able to exist in the new environment of earth would appear.
If someone knows God there would be no reason for faith. It
is because of lack of that certain knowledge, that there is need
for faith. It is this faith that gives meaning and purpose to my
life, and I believe it is the seeking of knowledge of our being that
propels our drive to discover and develop new things and new
methods to facilitate our continuing existence in a constantly
changing environment. It is also possible that we are urged by
some unknown and mysterious drive to ensure the continuance
of human life in a suitable environment on some other planet
that is very different to the earth; and possibly in a different form
from our human shape.
There are times when I am convinced (have faith without
any certain knowledge) that all things and experiences in our
lives, whether considered good or bad, or even evil are designed
to strengthen mankind for the experiences of the future despite
man’s proclivity to misuse some of the discoveries and processes
that we are directed to by divine purposes. We might note that
there are beneficial uses to nuclear technology despite man’s
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predominant concern with its destructive power in warfare. We
have already discovered that medicines such as thalidomide
whilst having negative effects could also be beneficial for other
purposes. Even the venom of the dreaded snake has useful
qualities. We probably know that a thing is neither good nor bad
in and of itself, but it is the motive for its use and the way that it
is used which determines its quality and its contribution to the
goodness of life.
My personal concept of God has prepared me to accept any
and all realities without questioning my faith in God. In the
lyrics of a Christian ballad that I have written, I express the
thought that, “there is nothing new under the sun, only things
we have not yet found.” I do not believe that science discovers
anything new. Science advances to the point where we can make
new discoveries. I believe these discoveries are part of God’s plan
which will help us to take life into the future, in whatever form
God has planned for life to be. My faith forces me to believe that
whatever happens is part of God’s will whether man understands
it or not. I can never believe that man could destroy God’s work,
unless God permits it to be so, which would make it part of
“God’s” will. I also believe that Satan could not cause anything
to happen in God’s world unless it is permitted to be so for God’s
own good reasons. Satan would have to be, at the very least,
equally as powerful and almighty as God for Satan’s mischief to
persevere over God’s will. This is my belief, this is my faith.
Calvin K. Tillson Preddie
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My Beginning Statement

In September 2000, I was visiting with a family that I consider to
be a very devout Christian family of the Seventh Day Adventist
religion. After some of my comments about my beliefs and my
personal relationship with God, a member of the family, with
great astonishment, and in an accusatory manner said, “You are
trying to get to know God!” “That’s right”, I replied. “I believe
that God wants us, each, to develop a very intimate relationship
with whom, what, or which presence is God. I added that, “Often
I feel that religion (as distinct from spirituality and faith) gets
in the way to prevent us from seeking such a relationship”. His
question about my personal efforts to know God was actually a
very welcome compliment, and I was happy that he recognized
my intent.
I have accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior, through
whom I have received the wondrous promise of salvation. I
believe the concept of the Trinity, and I have accepted the Bible
as a true representation of the works and Word of God. However,
despite the Bible’s correctness and usefulness in giving direction
to our lives concerning the Godly way that we must conduct
our lives, I have great difficulty in accepting literal interpretation
of the words of the Bible. My belief in God recognizes the
Deity as a duality. My concept of God recognizes a Deity who/
which is All-knowing; All-wise; All-powerful; Almighty; fully
benevolent, totally loving, and Grace giving, but also a deity that
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punishes and presents trials and tribulations in our lives as a way
of preparation and test of our faith. I also believe that I can see
God’s handiwork in everything, even though my human emotion
might sometimes cause me to judge some things as being harmful
to humans and other inhabitants of our world I, sometimes
consider my vision of God to be quite strange, especially because
it evolved from my conscious effort to understand the message of
the Bible. However, I do not visualize God to be a micro manager
of the lives of each and every one of us.
I am not afraid or ashamed to announce my faith in God. As
I observe the harmony of nature and the precise physics design
of our universe, as well as the imagined perfect design of this
earth among the many planets and other space forms that are
still being revealed because of our improving technology, I have
to believe in a divine design. To me, the stamp of God’s hand
has to be recognized in everything about life, including those
happenings that mankind might consider to be negative and
worthy of raising questions about the type of “being” that God
might be, and/or to question the existence of God.
In keeping with the concept of God as a duality, rather
than believe that man was granted free will by God, I believe
in Purposeful Will, to which we are committed through the
Holy Spirit, if one is a Christian; or through morality and/
or conscience based on “values” if one is not a Christian; and
Permissive Will which is ours because we were granted the gift
of freedom of choice. I am aware that the dictionary definition
of will and choice suggest some similarity; however, I believe
there is a real difference. For instance, one could choose to travel
by a certain flight and if seats are available that choice could be
easily carried through, but once on board the flight, one cannot
“will” that it would leave on time, or that your flight would be
on time and uneventful. Thus I see a distinct difference between
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free will and freedom of choice. One cannot have free will over
something that is not under one’s control.
I do not, and do not expect to, understand everything that
is allowed to happen through the permissive will of God, but my
faith makes me believe that nothing could happen in our world
unless God permits it to be so. I also do not expect to see, or
to be able to determine, the goodness that eventually accrues
from any, and all actions permitted by God. However, I carry
an unshakeable faith that, in the final analysis, all things in this
earth and this universe occur with the approval and complicity
of God. My faith allows me to believe and have confidence that
the final product of all things, seen and unseen, and known or
not yet known, work together for the benefit of all life, which is
sacred, and which we owe to the Beginning of life which flowed
from the Divinity called God.
As this book would disclose, while I still consider myself a
Christian, I have several questions about the interpreted and
written Bible being the infallible word of God that contains no
errors or inconsistencies. I have questions about Salvation being
reserved only for Christians; about all Churches being God’s
Church, and especially about the practices of organized religions.
But the book should also demonstrate that I have developed a
total faith in God that cannot be shaken.
Prior to writing this work in 2000, I had an experience that
became a sort of Epiphany for me. It led to the writing of lyrics
for songs of faith, some of which will be revealed in this work at
times that I think to be appropriate.
About 4:30 p.m. on the eve of the service for my sisterin-law’s funeral, I received a telephone request to speak the
“words of consolation” at the service, because her brother was
emotionally incapable of doing so, as was planned. I accepted
the responsibility, and I began fixing my thoughts on God’s role
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in my sister-in law’s life and death. I made some notes about
my thoughts, but I did not write out what I was going to say.
Up to that time, I did not feel emotionally affected by her death
because it was not unexpected. She had been suffering from
incurable cancer for several years and I actually experienced a
sense of relief that her pain and suffering had ended.
However, at the service, when the coffin was brought to the
front of the Church, I was struck with a sense of loss and felt very
weak physically. I could hardly stand, and I relied on the back rail
of the seat in front of me for support. I was relieved because
my presentation was not immediately required. I felt somewhat
better as the service progressed and I gained some confidence.
Finally, it was my turn. I walked to the pulpit, a little
unsteadily, and I can only confess that I heard myself say the
following, which is based on my recollection:
There is one certainty in life—it is that someday we must die.
There is another certainty that I would like to share with you today;
it is that it does not matter how we have come to be alive, or how
and when we die. What is important is the way we conduct our lives
during that time that we are able to influence our existence. That you
are here today, that I am here, that we are all here, is testimony to the
way Sally conducted her life. It is testimony to the love she gave to
her children, family and friends, and to the capacity to love that she
generated in all of us. Our being here is testimony to the courage and
strength she exhibited as she suffered through the ravages of her body,
always smiling while knowing that time would soon bring the end of
her life. If Sally were able to speak to us, today, she would tell us that
it is all right to mourn, and it is all right to grieve. But she would
also tell us that we should celebrate her life, and celebrate the fact that
she was going back to the God, who gave her life. We all know that
she would be doing everything in her power to ensure that we would
all be with her when the time should come for us to be together again.
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And so to Sally, we do not say goodbye, we say so long until we meet
again.
At this point, my only awareness was that the two Priests
behind me were applauding, and then the entire congregation
was standing and applauding, and the constant weeping that was
characteristic of the service ceased.
Later I was told that I had said what needed to be said about
her, and that it permitted closure to her life on earth.
That evening, I was asked to spend the night at the home
in Maryland, U.S.A., where she had spent her final days. There
were many people already staying at the home. When I enquired
about where I would sleep, I was surprised to hear that I was
expected to sleep on the same bed, and in the same room where
Sally had passed away four days previously.
It was with trepidation that I went to the room. I was very
scared. I felt that Sally would be visiting me that night and I did
not believe that I possessed the courage for such a meeting. I was
unable to sleep. Then, around 4:00 a.m., a little voice in my head
told me I should write a song about some of the things I brought
to mind when I was considering what to say at the funeral service.
I got pen and paper from my briefcase, and I wrote the chorus of
the first song, which was titled, “As God wills it to be.” It was a
very long song with four verses of eight lines each, and with an
eight line chorus. I was also blessed with a melody for the song,
which I later changed into two songs (Version 1 and Version 2)
with the same title. The song gives a good summary about my
thoughts about God and life in general. It was after I wrote these
lyrics that I decided to complete the first writing of the book,
then titled “A very personal relationship”.
The next evening, I left Maryland for a visit to another sisterin-law in New Jersey, whom I had not seen for several years. I
spent a few days there, and on the Sunday before my departure
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for Canada, I went to a Jazz Jamboree in Newark. While listening
to the singing and memorable music, I envisioned a Jazz singer
appearing at a bar in a hotel and catching the attention of the
patrons with a song about God. These thoughts resulted in the
writing of a second song entitled Divine Conversation. After
that, there were a few more songs which when taken together,
they paint a summary picture about my faith in God, my concept
of God and the impact of Christ in my life.
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