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Advance praise for On Fire for God

Evelyn McCarthy lives a life that demonstrates that
she has been “set on fire” by the Lord. Her love of
God and irrepressible joy are a constant witness to
the power of the Holy Spirit in her life. From her life
of prayer flow many good gifts and spiritual insights.
You will grow deeper in your relationship with God
as you glean the gems of wisdom from this Spiritfilled saint.
~ Tom Sweets, Senior Pastor, Madeira-Silverwood
Presbyterian Church
Evelyn’s On Fire for God brings warmth and comfort
to those around her. It is visible in her smile, the
sparkle in her eyes and the sincerity of her voice. God
has given Evelyn the gift of being able to thoughtfully
and lovingly organize what she has learned from her
personal walk with Him over many years into words
that help others in the their own walk. If you seek a
closer relationship with the Lord, I am sure that you
will benefit from On Fire for God.
~ Mike Steur, Mayor of Madeira, Ohio
v
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Evelyn believes she is called to be a (reluctant) prophet;
those of us who are fortunate to worship alongside her
also know her to be a friend, confidant, intercessor,
and trusted advisor. In this, her third book, she unveils
herself to you, dear reader, and shares here personal
and private experience with God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit, with grace and without reserve. Through the
fruit of her spirit as an author and poet, we remember
what being On Fire for God truly means.
~ Elizabeth M. Moore, wife, mother, and teacher in
the greater Cincinnati area
A “consuming fire” sounds scary as hell - literally.
Many have preached such a message to scare people
into church. Evelyn sees instead an invitation to
peace and love and hope that transcends any former
experience. Her insight is testimony to a God who
looks for us in the hope we will be found, and enter
into a love relationship that lasts forever.
~ Reverend Michael Mullin, Consulting Pastor
What are you passionate about? For some it is a sports
team, for others it’s politics or a favorite charity. For
my mom, it is her walk with the Lord. I have watched
my mom grow spiritually from a questioning and
searching doubter, to a prayer warrior who has left
me in the spiritual dust! She is my inspiration and
role model. Let her share with you how to deepen
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your spiritual walk to develop prayer habits that can
strengthen your relationship with Jesus and put your
focus where it should be. This book will give you
hope, guidance, and assurance that you can share
anything, anytime with our Lord and He will be with
you listening and loving you. Let our Lord be your
passion and let this book help you to become On Fire
for God.
~ Camille Scott, Warm Hands, Warm Heart
Ministry
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For the Lord says,
“This book will do what I want it to do.
It is going to be a testimony to trusting Me.
It is going to be a testimony to seeking Me.
For I desire all to believe in My great power.
I desire all to have a deep awareness of My Holy Spirit.
And above all, I desire all to know My son is indeed the
King of kings and the Lord of lords.”
—Written by Evelyn McCarthy
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Foreword

“I was talking to the Lord this morning, and He said
to me . . .”
My soon-to-be stepmother was talking, and in the midst of
our conversation she let it drop that she not only prayed to
God; she thought she heard from God. At this point in my
life, God was the last person I wanted to talk to or hear from.
I remember thinking, This lady must be nuts!
Despite my great efforts to resist God, I failed to do
so, and within a year or so I surrendered to the Lordship
of Christ—in great measure due to the vibrant faith of my
stepmother. Not only did she believe in God, but she really
did have a relationship with God, one that included two-way
communication.
That was several decades ago, and since then I have
attended seminary, been a campus staffer for a Christian
ministry, written a number of books, and have pastored
several churches. Even so, skeptical by nature, I wasn’t too
sure about this “God told me” dynamic of the Christian
faith. Of course prayer is talking to God, and it is essential
to spiritual health, but it is wise to be cautious about those
who are convinced that God talks to them.
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The book you are about to read is written by someone
who, like my stepmother, believes that God talks to her.
Eventually after years of theological study and Christian
ministry, I have come to believe that God still speaks, and
I assure you that I don’t think Evelyn McCarthy is “nuts.”
I have been her pastor for over five years and never once
thought there was a screw loose somewhere. What I have
observed is a lady with a passion for God; someone with a
sparkle in her eye and fire in her heart; someone who loves
prayer, worship, studying, and teaching scripture. Her faith,
like my stepmother’s, is vibrant and infectious.
So what you can expect as you read this book is a firsthand
account of someone who has a vibrant faith and a living
relationship with God. She is no great mystic or spiritual
giant. She is pretty ordinary—well, sort of. She drives a bright
red Toyota Solara, plays golf and bridge, takes winter vacations
in Florida, and loves NASCAR racing. Is that ordinary for a
woman who has great-grandchildren? She thinks so. She says:
I am just an ordinary woman who has struggles, joys,
worries, and everything that comes from being a person.
And yet the Lord God loves me. He wants to use me.
He wants me to choose Him above all other worldly
desires. He wants me to be with Him forever. This
doesn’t mean I have to be so “spiritual” that people feel
uncomfortable around me. I don’t think this means I
cannot live in this world and enjoy much of what God
has allowed to be discovered over the centuries. Yet the
Father wants to walk with me through everything.
She is going to tell you what she hears from God and
how it is good for her and good for you. A. W. Tozer, an
xviii
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outstanding pastor and author, wrote that many people have
a “frozen” conception of God. For such people, the Bible
is an account of what God used to do when He was active
in the world and doing spectacular things like miracles. For
such people, what we have in the Bible is a record of what
God said when He was in a speaking mood. But now that
is over, and He has lapsed back into silence forever. Tozer
writes that such a way of thinking about God is lethal to
your spiritual health. It leads to a dull faith in a passive God.
In contrast, when we hear from God, what we hear brings
affirmation, encouragement, and life. The scriptures affirm
that God created the world by speaking, sustains the world
by speaking, and that we all live within the speaking of God.
Recently, T. M. Luhrmann, a sociology professor at
Stanford, published, When God Talks Back: Understanding
the American Evangelical Relationship with God. It is a study of
churches with people just like the author of this book, who
are convinced that prayer is more than a monologue and
is a two-way interaction. Evidently there are lots of people
who are learning that God still speaks. What is great about
this book is that it is not a secondhand study of those who
believe that God speaks but a firsthand account of someone
who believes that God still speaks and who is willing to share
with us what she hears. As Evelyn shares God’s words to her,
you will find that your own ability to listen for God’s voice
will grow, and your faith will be enriched.
—Reverend Stephen Eyre, director of the C. S. Lewis
Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio; coauthor of The Forty Day
Prayer Covenant; minister of congregational development
at Madeira-Silverwood Presbyterian Church in
Cincinnati, Ohio
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INTRODUCTION

Dear reader,
What is your passion? What stirs your innermost being?
Perhaps you are focused on worldly achievements. But
these worldly achievements are often fleeting, and people
are driven to seek more and more worldly pleasures because
something is still missing. Could that missing element be a
stronger connection to God?
I believe God wants to consume you and me with His
love, not just one part of us, but all parts of us. When we are
consumed with God and by God, our way of thinking begins
to change. We long to have a deeper relationship with Jesus.
We hunger for a better understanding of God’s Word. We
start to long for new ways to comprehend His passionate and
deep, abiding love for us.
For many years I was a nominal Christian. I believed that
contact with or prayer to God was on my timetable. As the
years passed I began to feel restless, unsettled, and definitely
aware something was missing. I found myself asking some of
the same questions that are listed in chapter 1 of this book.
I sought out Bible studies and read numerous books
on prayer. I was reaching out to find more of God and to
know Jesus as my friend and my Lord. I was truly hungry
for something more. I discovered that the power and truth
xxi
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revealed by the Holy Spirit was awesome to behold. God was
much bigger than I had realized. God was compassionate and
full of mercy. God changed me, and, wonder of wonders,
God is still “growing me” into a woman with a servant’s
heart for Him. Prayer is exciting. Worship is comforting and
uplifting. Scriptures speak to me in new ways. I love being
in the presence of Abba, Father, and know without a doubt
that He loves me with an everlasting love.
I want to share with you many of the roadblocks and
breakthroughs that happened as I searched and learned what
it means to be on fire for God. I hope the new understandings,
the surrender of self, and the passion God has blessed in me
will stir your heart to seek more of Him. I pray that what I
share in this book will encourage you and set you on a new
path of discovery, and consequently you too will be on fire
for God. As you allow the Lord to peel away the layers of
uncertainty, procrastination, and doubt, the very essence of
who you are and who you have been called to be will start to
be exposed. I believe God will show you how to use His gifts
to you for His glory. If there is a willingness to follow as He
leads, God will use you—and, oh, the surprises that await. All
it takes is the courage to take that first step.
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A Word from the Author

Throughout this book I share words that I have heard at one
time or another in my spirit. The words given to me always
follow the scriptures. Sometimes they are encouraging;
sometimes they extend warnings of what could happen;
occasionally they are disciplinary commands for me; and
at other times the words are joyful. I believe much of what
I receive is for me alone. Yet there are times when I feel I
should share what I have heard with a particular person or
group.
Back in the mid-’80s, when I was really new in my walk
with Jesus and searching for understanding, one of the men
of the church stopped me on a Sunday morning and asked
me if I realized God had called me to be a prophet.
I looked at him with astonishment and replied, “No.”
I went home and thought about it for a day or so. I
found myself crying and thinking I didn’t want this burden.
All I knew of prophets was from the Old Testament, and
those prophets seemed to be very different from the average
person, even strange, and, yes, always alone.
I called my daughter Camille, and through my tears I
shared my concerns. I remember saying I didn’t want to be
different. Camille said I should continue as I was doing,
studying, attending conferences, praying, and listening for
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God’s direction. She believed God was calling me into a new
challenge. I followed her advice.
Years later I was praying with a group of intercessors
when one of them said it was revealed to her that God was
calling me to be a prophet. That was the second time, but I
didn’t act on it.
Finally, about six or seven years ago, we were holding a
prayer workshop at our church. A man and wife from the
northern part of Ohio were our guest speakers. Afterward
they invited people to come forward for individual prayers.
I did, and after a nice, encouraging prayer, the man stepped
back, reached for my hand, and said, “Has anyone ever told
you that God has called you to be a prophet?”
Was I getting the message? This was the third time a
person had expressed this calling from God on my life. How
long was I going to deny God’s call? I believe I have finally
accepted that God wants to use me in ways I never dreamed.
I try to just follow and not worry about others’ perceptions. I
am not a confrontational person; therefore, the setting has to
be just right in my mind for me to share what I have received,
and this could be days or months later. Perhaps I have been
hearing words in my spirit and jotting them down for such
a time as this—to include some of the messages in this book.
I believe these messages are from the Holy Spirit, which is
why they are always indented as you are reading. Why I am
being used is beyond any answer I could give. I do know the
messages are usually comforting, or questioning, or calling
me to a disciplinary action. Most of all, the messages result
in a deepening of my prayer life. Often when I awake in the
morning, I will hear the words in my spirit, Get your pencil
and paper. Then I know a message is going to be given to me.
I am awed and humbled to be used by our Lord in this way.
xxiv
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There are times when I feel called to ask a particular
person if I can share what I am hearing in my spirit. If
the person says yes, then I do. Often the person will have
a comment to make. I always finish the time with a prayer
that includes praises to our God. Do I feel responsible for
the outcome of any prophecy I am given? No. I am merely
a messenger or the intercessor. I believe God will speak to
the person receiving the message and lead him or her as He
desires. I am always careful to give words of encouragement
and to be sure no thoughts are contrary to God’s Word. If
the theme seems to be one of action, I always stress that the
words are just for the person to ponder and take to the Lord
in his or her own personal prayer time. I have never felt that
these special words were to be used as “Evelyn says” because
I know I do not have that kind of wisdom myself. The Word
of God tells us we are not to fret or worry about situations
because we worship the living God, who is able to do all
things because nothing is too difficult for Him, and He loves
us for all time.
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CHAPTER 1
A CONSUMING FIRE

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship
God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God
is a consuming fire.
—Hebrews 12:28–29
Early one morning, back in l994, as I was praying, I heard
in my spirit these words: Allow your heart to be filled with Me.
Allow the fire of desire to burn brightly and steadily within you.
Then I can use you to win My people over from the enemy.
I often journal words and ideas I receive in my spirit,
and I will share many of these in this book. As I was looking
back at my written thoughts of 1994, I realized this message
shared above was no doubt the beginning of my heart being
stirred to reach out for more of God.
Hopefully we all experience moments when we think
life is good. We have a sense of accomplishment when a
task is completed to our satisfaction. We derive a sense of
appreciation as we run a hand over the silky smoothness of
planed wood or listen to the sound of a well-tuned motor.
1
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Perhaps it is the satisfaction in completing the last stitch in
knitting or crocheting a garment. Or perhaps it is the sense
of accomplishment as we reel in a big fish. It could be a sense
of awe as we view a breathtaking scene of nature. Maybe it
is putting the finishing touch of icing on a special cake.
These are all precious moments when life is good. But they
are fleeting. Worldly passions come and go, often leaving a
person feeling dissatisfied or empty. Did you ever wonder
who orchestrates all the good moments in our lives? When we
start changing our focus from just the worldly achievements
to a focus of seeking and desiring for God to work in our
lives, we are beginning to understand that God is the one
who is the giver of all good. When we reach this point, we
are ready to begin the process of surrendering to God’s call
on our lives, and what do you think might happen?
God’s consuming fire
Melts,
Molds,
Transforms,
Our hearts to be
On fire for Him
And life will never be the same.
I hope, as you read the pages of this book, you will desire
to be consumed by God’s fire and His love for you. I pray
that being lukewarm or being indifferent will change into
being excited and on fire for God! I pray you will have such
a passion for the Lord Jesus that your life will never be the
same; you will hunger to worship Him with more intensity
and desire to seek Him more earnestly in prayer. I pray you
will know, without a doubt, that God will listen to your pleas
2
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and that you will trust God’s plans are always good. I pray
you will hear the gentle nudging of the Holy Spirit calling
you to serve the Lord with joy in your heart.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do you have a hunger to know more of God?
Do you want to be drawn closer to God?
Do you want a prayer life that is exciting?
Do you sometimes feel that God isn’t listening?
Do you feel unworthy of His time?
Do you feel like your prayer life has become more
of a duty or perhaps one of indifference?
• Do you feel that scripture is mostly history and
does not speak to your needs?
• Do you feel separated at times from God?
• Do you want the Lord to build a fire in your heart
that can change your attitude?
I hope in the following chapters of this book you will find
answers to these questions. When a certain sentence or
paragraph grabs you, stop. Close your eyes. What impression
comes to mind? Perhaps you will feel a peace begin to steal
over you. Perhaps for the moment every care will slip away.
In every chapter I will try to show you another way of fanning
the flame of God’s consuming fire.
Another morning way back in 1994, as I was sitting on
the floor in our family room, I was praying and sharing all
my problems with God. I remember stopping and thinking
how small my problems were in the overall scheme of life,
and I just paused for a moment, basking in His love.
Then I asked the Lord, “What is it You desire from me?”
I heard in my spirit these words: I remind you again, Evelyn,
to allow your heart to be filled with Me. Allow the fire of desire to
3

Evelyn McCarthy

burn brightly and steadily within you. Then I can use you to win
My people over from the enemy.
I can share with you that God hardly ever gives me an
answer that I expect. As I discovered this note in going back
over my journal entries, it came to me—this was the moment.
I paged back through that year’s entries and noticed I had
received basically the same message months before. That was
the message I shared earlier with you. This second message
impressed on me that this was the day God planted in my
mind and heart the desire to be on fire for Him. That was
almost twenty years ago. Now I am writing about being on
fire for God—and it is nineteen years later. This certainly
shows me that God’s timing is very different from ours. One
would think it would be an immediate passion. But God
knew I had to have much more experience. I had to learn
by trial and error what would happen when I disobeyed His
directions and, on the good side, what would happen when
I followed Him.
As I thought about all this, I realized how true it is that
God allows us to choose.
I allow. I seek. I desire. I turn away or turn toward God.
But I know God is always quick to help when we seek Him.
He waits, watches, and creates opportunities for us to make
the choice for Him. Actually, according to scripture, God
longs for us to choose His way.
I want to share what I believe being on fire for God and
being consumed by His fire means. The reference to God’s
fire in the Bible covers two expressions of fire.
1.
2.
4

The wrath of God and His judgment by fire
The fire of holiness, which is God’s purifying
presence
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The fire of judgment is that which will come at the end
times and fall on those who turn away from God, disobey
His commands, and deny that Jesus Christ is God’s only
son, our Savior. We are told in Matthew 13:40–43 that these
people will be consumed by God’s wrath in fire. Second
Thessalonians 1:7–8 tells us that Jesus will be revealed in
blazing fire (a sign of His holiness) with His devoted angels,
and judgment will be made.
The fire of holiness covers God’s glory, and we are told
that as believers in Christ Jesus, we are to be holy as God is
holy. See 1 Peter 1:15–16. Thus when we are filled with the
Holy Spirit upon professing belief in Jesus Christ, we are
being consumed by God’s fire to be holy as He is holy. We are
also filled with a new understanding regarding the truth of the
gospel and how to be guided in prayer. All this is given in order
for us to have continual communication with our Lord. What
an awesome gift this is. And in the pages of this book, the fire
of holiness is what I want to share with you. Hopefully you will
discover a new way of accepting God’s purifying presence, the
fire of His glory, how it will affect your relationship with God
and change you into a different person.
If we did not have electricity in our modern world where
would the light come from in the darkness? The answer is
fire. So again fire (represented in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit and in the world by Jesus) is the light in the darkness
for those who believe in Christ Jesus.
Remember when John the Baptist told the people that
when the Messiah comes “He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire” (Matthew 3:11). John was speaking of
the future time of Pentecost (Acts 2:3) when a large group
of people would be gathered together, and what would seem
to be tongues of fire would descend on the people, and they
5
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would be filled with the Holy Spirit. What a breathtaking
experience that must have been. I believe the tongues of fire
signified the purifying presence of God as the Holy Spirit
entered them.
God’s purifying presence burns away the undesirable
elements of our lives and sets our hearts aflame to ignite the
lives of others. When we are on fire for God, we cannot help
but want to communicate the gospel of Jesus, whether it is
by our speech or our actions. We become so enamored of
God’s power, His compassion, His mercy, and His love that
we can’t contain it but have to share it with others.
The word consumed means utterly, wholly, not just
some—but all. Hebrews 12:29 tells us to worship God with
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. David
says in Psalm 69:9 that the zeal for God consumes him. In
other words, his intensity and earnestness for God comes
before other desires.
Perhaps we don’t often think that today we can be baptized
by “the fire of the Spirit,” but that is limiting our God, who
can do all things. As I mentioned before, we are sealed with
the Holy Spirit the moment we accept and profess Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior. But often there does not seem
to be a noticeable flame of fire (a difference) in our lives.
Some people believe that this baptism only happened two
thousand or so years ago. I believe it is true even to this day.
One morning in 1995, as I was praying, I heard in my
spirit these words: Believe in My power. Believe in My Holy
Spirit. Believe in the atoning blood of Jesus. For I have given these
things to My children to bring them through the fires of earth. Do
you not know the fire of God is all-consuming? The fires of earth can
be put out with water (or other elements), but the fire of God can
never be put out. Think about this, for it is true.
6
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I believe these words encouraged me to look at situations
from a different viewpoint. I think this was the beginning
of a new awareness of the awesome power our God has
and how it flows over and through us in ways beyond
description. Truly I believe, with all my heart, that our God
is a consuming fire.
I hope as you read the pages of this book, you will
desire to be consumed by God’s fire and His love for
you. I pray you will know, without a doubt, that God will
listen to your pleas, and you will trust that God’s plans are
always good. I pray you will hear the gentle nudging of the
Holy Spirit calling you to serve the Lord with joy in your
heart.
At the end of this chapter is the first poem, “The Search.”
If you have been searching for something—not sure what, but
still searching—perhaps this poem will be an encouragement
to you. In answer to the words of that poem, now that my
search is over, I eagerly continue to look for new ways to serve
this awesome God, who loves His children so much that He
never leaves us where we are, but continually challenges us,
teaches us, leads us, and disciplines us into an even more
glorious life than we could ever imagine.
I mentioned at the beginning of this chapter that I
believe God wants to consume you and me with His love,
not just one part of us, but to consume all parts of us. As you
continue to read the various chapters of this book, hopefully
specific thoughts or situations will reach out and grab you
and give you a new understanding of how this consuming
fire reaches into all parts of your life. I had never connected
these elements into one focus before. Believe me, it has been
an exciting adventure to share with others what God has
been teaching me.
7
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The Search
I have searched for many a year
To find a place where there was no fear.
Could it be in my home?
Could it be in this city?
Could it be within me?
None of these places seemed to be the answer.
Fear would raise its ugly head again and again.
Despair and hopelessness became my cloak.
Summer or winter, it made no difference.
Then, one day I ventured into trusting another place.
That place was the heart of Jesus.
Could it be the search for my release
From darkness, uneasiness, and fear
Would be found in this Jesus?
O, Lord, how wrong I was to think I knew best
When all along only in You could I find rest.
The weights of life began to lift.
My heart started soaring and my feet flying.
Words, seldom used, tumbled from my lips.
Holy is the Lord. Great is His faithfulness.
I reached out.
I was eager to learn, to trust,
And to seek direction from You.
And in Your great love
You supplied more than I ever dreamed.
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You gave me purpose.
You gave me peace.
You shaped me into a new creation.
It seemed as if I was born again.
And in the newness there was no fear, only hope,
A confidence that in you anything was possible,
An assurance you would be with me always.
I need not fear the darkness, or despair, or dying.
My search was over, and now I know
I can rest in Your loving arms for all eternity.
—Written August 13, 2004
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