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INTRODUCTION
With The Casebook of Inspector Sniffabout, we enter the world of fantasy.
Inspector Sniffabout is a bloodhound, but he is no ordinary bloodhound.
He possesses human tendencies, which enable him to communicate with
humans, just as we talk to one another. He has been in the police service
for over twenty-five years, and has a record of always solving the case
he is assigned to. He is known throughout the land and is always the
people’s first choice when they need help in solving a problem.
Each story in the book is a self-contained mystery, which gives children
the opportunity of playing detective, to try and work out what is going
on, and to see if they can guess how Inspector Sniffabout will solve the
case. With beautiful illustrations to accompany each story, children will
have endless hours of fun trying to solve the mysteries as they unfold
and, at the same time, enjoy the pleasure that reading can bring.
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THE CASE OF THE BARKING DOG

6

Mrs Hartley is a very kind old lady, who loves animals.
She has a rabbit called Polly, a parrot called Mayhew, and
a hamster called Ivan. Mr Stubbs, who owns the pet shop,
knowing how much Mrs Hartley loves animals, asked her if
she would give a home to a homeless little puppy called Benjy.
Mrs Hartley agreed straight away and was delighted to give
Benjy a home.
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She had a lovely kennel for him just outside her kitchen
door in the garden. Inside the kennel was a warm bed and
plenty of food to eat and water to drink. Mrs Hartley was so
pleased to be able to give Benjy a home, and Benjy seemed
very happy and settled down for the night.
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However, things were far from alright. As soon as it got
dark, Benjy started to bark. He barked and barked and barked.
Mrs Hartley went downstairs and tried to comfort him. But
no matter what she did, Benjy kept on barking. Nothing, it
would seem, could make him stop. It became so bad that Mrs
Hartley’s neighbours began to complain. The noise of Benjy’s
barking was so loud that they couldn’t sleep. Poor Mrs Hartley
didn’t know what to do!
Then, some of her neighbours told her about Inspector
Sniffabout. They told her that he was known throughout the
land as the person everyone turns to if they have a problem
they can’t solve. “He’s been in the police force for twenty
five years,” said one. “And has a record of always solving the
mystery,” said another. Mrs Hartley thought this was good
advice, so the next morning she telephoned the Inspector
and explained to him the problem she was having with Benjy.
Within the hour, Inspector Sniffabout had arrived at Mrs
Hartley’s house and was on the case.
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Very carefully the Inspector studied Benjy to see what
could be making him bark. He spent all day watching his
every movement. Benjy ate all his meals, had a little play with
his ball, and took a peaceful nap. During the whole day he
hadn’t barked once! Inspector Sniffabout then started to put
the clues together. He likes his food, enjoys playing with his
ball, and has a nap when he’s tired. That all seems normal for
a little puppy, thought the Inspector. I think the final test will be
to see what happens at night time.
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So Inspector Sniffabout hid out of sight at the bottom of
the garden and waited to see what would happen! He didn’t
have to wait very long. As soon as darkness fell, Benjy started
to bark. This interested the Inspector, so he moved a little
nearer to where Benjy was standing to get a closer look. Then
he saw the problem and why it was causing Benjy to bark!
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You see, as soon as it got dark, the street lamp would
come on, and it cast a giant shadow of Benjy onto the wall
behind him. Poor Benjy thought it was a monster, and he
would start barking at it!
Inspector Sniffabout had the case wrapped up in no time.
He had the local council put a shield onto the lamp so when
it comes on it doesn’t shine down on Benjy’s kennel.
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Now Mrs Hartley, all her neighbours, and Benjy can get a
good night’s sleep. All thanks to Inspector Sniffabout.
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