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Introduction

T

he primary purpose for writing this book is not for it to
be a “Do It Yourself ” Guide, but to encourage you to
begin taking steps that will help you to accumulate wealth
and enhance your financial life.
Most importantly, it is to point out how easy it is to
become a millionaire just by taking a few simple steps.
Remember, it is not about luck, it is about you taking the
right steps with the right advisor and the discipline to stay
focused, pay yourself selfishly and enjoying the ride along
the way.
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Chapter 1

Background Story

T

here is a phrase that I’m sure you have heard, “if I can
do it, anyone can.” To understand the simplifications of
it all, I think that it is important to know my story.
I was born in a small country town called Summerfield,
in North Carolina. I grew up in a family that was very poor.
There were five boys, and my mother, who was divorced,
often worked two jobs cleaning homes for others. We were
often taken care of by my grandmother. We lived in a house
that had two rooms. Our mother and grandmother slept in
one room and all the boys slept in the other. During the day,
our one room served as a kitchen, etcetera.
There were many occasions where we would have to
steal apples and chickens to eat. Shoes with cardboard cutouts for soles and jeans that were patched in many places
were considered a luxury. We did not have electricity nor
indoor plumbing and only a “one seater” outside for a
bathroom.
Since I was the oldest son, it was my responsibility to
take care of my brothers. Little did I realize that this would
help me to mature early. Later, at age fifteen, I was told by
a young girl I liked that I “acted too old.” To me, this was
a compliment.
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There were many mornings when I had to make fires in
an old cast iron wood stove, getting up very early to make
sure that it was warm when the rest of the family would get
up. Often, I would be the last one to bed and the first to get
up after four hours of sleep.
I began working at age six in a garage for a man that
allowed me to sweep floors, wash parts for cars, and anything else that needed to be done. My pay was about two
dollars a week, I learned the importance of working hard
and it kept me out of trouble. Also, I was fortunate enough
to work with a gentleman who later became one of the largest figures in NASCAR, Richard Childress.
While working at the garage, the owner’s son began
building a race car for two brothers. They would work on
the car all week, race in Winston-Salem on Saturday night,
tear the car up and do it again. Little did I know that these
young men, who I used to laugh at, would become worldfamous entrepreneurs.
Going to school gave me the opportunity to meet others
and exposed me to the world of learning. For some reason,
I really enjoyed reading. On one occasion, I read so much
that I temporarily went blind. This was caused by poor
lighting from the use of kerosene lamps to see by. Nonetheless, reading opened up a world that I had never known.
Unfortunately, learning came so easy, that I became
bored. At one point I was told that I was the smartest in
my class. According to a counselor, I was so smart that I
should learn to become a cook. During this period, schools
were segregated and minorities could only do certain types
of jobs.
The garage that I was working at later was bought by
a small trucking company which I began working for. The
2
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world of trucking is a story in itself. I will shorten the
story by saying this: the world of trucking exposed me to
a whole different way of life. This allowed me to begin to
travel. Prior to this time, I’d never been any farther than
twenty miles from Summerfield, North Carolina. I found
that I enjoyed going different places and meeting different
people.
Unfortunately, when I graduated from high school the
Vietnam War was at its peak. Eventually, two of my brothers and I were drafted. At one point my two brothers were in
Vietnam in full combat. It had to be torture for my mother.
During this period just about everyone knew someone in
the military that had been shot, disabled or killed. A cousin
had both legs blown off. I made a decision, that rather than
be drafted in the Army, I would join the Navy. Again, this
decision turns out to be a good one. I was exposed to a lot
of different people, able to visit a lot of different countries
and most importantly, being in the military helped instill
discipline, responsibility, and respect for others.
The most important aspect of the military was that it
allowed me to go to college on the G.I. Bill. Prior to going
into the military, I never contemplated ever going to college. Why? Simply because there was no money to do so.
The thought was to graduate from high school, get married,
have a family, work somewhere for forty years and retire.
While in the Navy, there was a young officer who tried
to impress his girlfriend by coming over to myself and two
buddies while we were walking back to the barracks, on the
other side of the street, and yelling, “Hey sailor don’t you
know to salute an officer?”
We looked at him, smiled, saluted, and once he was gone,
began laughing. This was a very important event in my life.
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At that very moment, I said to myself and my buddies, “if
all it takes to be a salutor or salutee is a four-year degree, I
can do that.” I decided then and there to go to college.
When I got out of the military, I moved back to Greensboro, North Carolina, and began loading trucks at Sears.
At that time if you were drafted in the military, companies
were required to take you back and reinstate your job. I
appreciate Sears to this day.
After I got back to Greensboro and was back at work,
I began going to school at Guilford College. By the time
I finished two and a half years later, we had a wonderful
daughter (Tracy), and a wonderful son (Lee). While in
school, I was working approximately forty to forty-five
hours a week loading trucks, carrying eighteen to twentythree hours per quarter in school, and helping to raise our
family. To this day I have no tolerance for people who say
they don’t have time to do things.
The military, marriage, and college were pivotal moments
in my life because it again further instilled the importance
of discipline and responsibility.
When I finished Guilford, rather than pursue law school,
I went to work for Sears in their human resource department. One of my primary responsibilities was to represent
employees. While 401(k) plans are common now, very few
companies were using them at that time.
Because very few people knew anything about the stock
market, I would get a lot of questions regarding investing.
Because of the position that I was in, it was very important
for me to be knowledgeable about the markets, investing,
and risk associated with it all.
Between my position and later becoming involved in
an investment club with two friends (William James and
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Leroy Bethea), I became very knowledgeable about the
basics of the markets and investing, and more importantly,
it was something I enjoyed.
After twenty years with Sears, I left the company to
start my own business. After several successful businesses,
I decided to do something I enjoyed doing: helping people
and giving financial advice. After interviewing with several
firms, I decided to go work for the firm that is today the
largest financial planning company, Amerprise Financial
Services. By the time I retired I had earned several awards,
which included financial advisor of the year, and was recognized with a 100 percent client satisfaction award. During the fifteen years that I worked as a financial advisor
many of my clients became financially comfortable, and
are today enjoying comfortable retirements.
This book demonstrates how taking a few simple steps
can possibly help you move toward becoming a millionaire
as well.
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