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DEDICATED TO
The players and staff of
Greektown Casino in Detroit, Michigan.
I couldn’t have written this book without
their help and advice. Many thanks.

Terms of Use
The author and publisher have put forth their best efforts
in the preparation of this book, though neither the author
nor the publisher makes any warranty to the accuracy
or comprehensiveness of the contents of this book. All
information contained in this book, or in the E-book
compilation, is strictly for entertainment and educational
purposes.
We have made every effort to produce an accurate
product, which has great potential for all readers.
Although the gambling industry is one where people can
make a large amount of money, there’s no guarantee
that you, or anyone else, will earn any specific amount
of money using any methods or ideas described in this
book. This book is not a “get rich quick scheme.” Any
earning potential is primarily dependent on the person
using this product and the techniques described within.
We are not responsible for any of your actions as a
result of reading this book. If you gain any knowledge or
skills from the material written here, we are not liable
for your success, or failure, when playing live poker at
a casino or at a home game. Every person is different.
If you devote time to our program, and the techniques
described, your financial situation may improve. However, your financial situation may worsen. We have no
control of this either way.
Any information posted on our website, www.
ChiapellisPoker.com, is also exempt from any liabilities
that may occur. Any statements or discussion of events
(whether past, present or future) published on said website, are also exempt from any kind of litigation.
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Additionally, we are not responsible for the actions
of any minors who may use our products or techniques.
While any person(s) under the age of 18 may read the
information in our book, it is strictly up to their parents or legal guardians to decide whether this book is
appropriate.
This book does not contain any vulgar or offensive
statements, or any prejudiced or discriminatory information. Therefore, should any person or party deem this
book to be offensive in any manner, we are not liable for
any litigation that may occur.
Finally, any material being sold which relates to this
book, will also carry no guarantee of success or financial reward. Our ideas, as well as any materials related
to this book, are strictly intended for entertainment and
educational purposes.
The author or publisher shall not be held responsible
for any punitive, incidental, or other form of damage as
a result of any use of this material. All material provided
comes “as is,” without guarantee or warranty of any
kind.
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Foreword
Over the years, casino-style poker has changed
considerably. Ten or fifteen years ago, you would have
been lucky to find one active Seven-Card Stud game in
the house. At most of the major casinos, Seven-Card
Stud and Texas Hold’em were the only games being
played. Times have definitely changed! The whole poker
industry has evolved into a hugely popular sport that
includes a multitude of live poker games as well as
online versions. That’s why now, more than ever, it’s
crucial to have comprehensive knowledge of the poker
games being played.
Knowledge is the key to not only your success at the
gaming table, but also to your fullest enjoyment. As a
player, novice or otherwise, you need only to ask yourself
a couple questions: can I benefit from a book like the one
I am holding now? Do I feel comfortable playing the various games of poker that are offered by the casinos I visit?
Players often familiarize themselves with only one game
and end up stuck in a rut. Wouldn’t it be more fun to start
out playing a challenging game of Texas Hold’em, then
to move over to a game of Omaha Hi Lo, and finish up
the evening with a rip-roaring game of Seven-Card Stud?
Best of all, can you imagine winning money at each of
these different poker games? I would strongly recommend
that you not even consider playing poker like that until
you have read the right book.
There are a vast number of poker books on the market; most are written specifically for Seven-Card Stud,
xv
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Texas Hold’em, or Omaha. While these books are very
informative, many are overly complicated and are not
written for the average player. Instead of focusing on
fancy grid systems or psychologically analyzing your
opponents, I believe players need the right information
to handle any poker situation.
Chiapelli’s Live Poker Strategies is the perfect book
for beginners. It will give you the competitive edge necessary to sit down and play poker with the “big dogs.”
Inside, we will cover every aspect of the live poker
games that are being played in casinos and online. We’ll
learn no-nonsense techniques for Seven-Card Stud and
Seven-Card Stud Hi Lo, Texas Hold’em, Omaha and
Omaha Hi Lo, as well as how to bet, raise, bluff, read
your opponents’ cards, and much more! After reading this book, you will no longer feel intimidated in
poker rooms or by obnoxious players with large stacks
of chips. In no time at all, you will be a master of the
knowledge and strategies necessary to play every poker
game yourself and maybe even throw money around like
a high roller. Cut loose and have some fun! But, first arm
yourself with the techniques needed to push other players around and know when the time is right to do so. So
are you in?
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Introduction
The Thrill of Playing Poker
Imagine that you are all dressed up, leaving your nine-tofive work week far behind, and are about to experience
one of the liveliest forms of entertainment: gambling!
You might be in the famous Bellagio Casino in Las
Vegas or in an elegant casino in Morocco. From the
moment you step foot onto the magnificent gaming
floor, your heart starts beating rapidly; you have arrived,
and the air around you is literally alive with excitement!
Your senses begin to adjust to the incredible stimuli
that surrounds you: waitresses carrying drinks, people
screaming that they’ve won, colorful lights flashing,
bells ringing, waterfalls bubbling, and wild animals pacing, all surrounded by some of the most beautiful and
luxurious décor anywhere on earth. It doesn’t take long
to realize that you have just stepped into a completely
different world. Sounds pretty exciting, huh?
Since the acclaimed World Series of Poker tournaments have begun dominating the entertainment industry, poker is quickly becoming the most thrilling game
out there. There is nothing more exciting than saying
“I’m all in,” especially when you have a solid poker
hand.
While it is surely the initial bells and whistles of a
casino that draw you in, ultimately it is the thrill of winning that will keep you coming back. If played correctly,
you can be consistently winning hundreds (or even
thousands) of dollars in no time at all. In my experience,
xxiii

Chiapelli’s Live Poker Strategies

making lots of money while playing poker is one of the
most heart-pounding experiences anyone could ever
have. The thrill comes from skillfully observing how
opponents play and then, when the time is right, blasting
them with raises and ultimately crushing them! What a
rush to leave the casino as a winner, your pockets flush
with everyone else’s money!

What You Can Learn From Reading This Book
Unlike books that are confusing and difficult to read,
Chiapelli’s Live Poker Strategies helps you to unlock the
secrets to playing poker with success and ease - secrets
that poker superstars, like Phil Hellmuth, Danny Negreanu, and Doyle Brunson already know. Regardless of the
stakes, poker requires a significant amount of skill. This
book will you give you the necessary tools to competently bet, raise, read your opponents, and bluff. You will
also become versed in one of the most important factors
to playing poker well: learning when to fold your hand.
As the old song says, “You gotta know when to hold’em,
know when to fold’em,” and a good poker player will
always utilize that strategy. By applying the methods
found in Chiapelli’s Live Poker Strategies, even novices
can obtain the knowledge and discipline required to
profit from live poker practically overnight!

Which Poker Games We Will Cover
The most popular live poker games are covered in this
book: Texas Hold’em, Seven-Card Stud, and Omaha.
Texas Hold’em is the featured game in the World Series
of Poker and it is an easy poker game to play. Each hand
is played relatively quickly, the action is furious, and
large cash pots can be won. Other games we will disxxiv
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cuss include Seven-Card Stud Hi Lo and Omaha Hi Lo,
both of which are exceptionally good games but may be
difficult for the novice as players have to manage both
high and low hands simultaneously. Playing poker online
will also be discussed in this book. People from all over
the world play poker online, so it is not uncommon to
be playing with individuals from England, Germany, or
from as far away as Australia. Online poker games are
comparable to the ones played at regular casinos though
most online poker sites offer a much wider variety of
poker games to play. Some sites offer games such as
Razz, Crazy Pineapple, or Five-Card Draw.

People Who Play Poker
The people who play poker range widely from movie
stars and millionaires, athletes and professional players, to everyday people who just want to “get in on
the action.” Whether you are watching the pros play in
huge cash tournaments or playing at your local casino,
the action is both fast and furious. Most of the movie
stars and syndicate professionals started playing poker
in regular home games long before poker became as
popular as it is today. Although poker has traditionally
been played in a “man’s world,” lately many more female
players have been jumping in on the gaming action.
It takes a particularly aggressive player to compete
against the top professionals, especially in the televised
tournaments. It is not uncommon for professional poker
players to play for five to ten hours daily. These players
can be seen playing in all the major tournaments, during huge televised cash games, and at some of the more
popular casinos in Las Vegas.
The game of poker is growing immensely in popularity every year and is truly the melting pot of the
xxv
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American gaming scene; players from all ethnicities,
locales, and walks of life meet at the poker table. From
college dorms to the World Series of Poker tournaments,
the perception of poker has changed in a positive way. It
is no longer viewed as just another bad habit, and many
people have turned their hobby into a self-sustaining and
lucrative lifestyle.

Patience: The Key to Successful Poker
Simply stated, people gamble for the chance to win big
money. Consequently, 90 percent of all poker players end
up losing at any given game due to a lack of patience. It
takes real discipline to sit and wait for an optimum starting hand, especially when you see huge pots being won
by other players.
The key to being successful at poker is nothing
more than patience: learning to wait for the right starting hands and being able to capitalize on those hands
is crucial. For example, it is extremely difficult to
throw away small two-card flushes at the beginning of
a game. However, unless you hold the King or Ace of
those two suited cards, it is better to have the patience
to simply discard those smaller flushes. Start exercising
control today when it comes to playing poker. Learn to
be a tight-aggressive individual, as only certain starting
hands should be considered playable. To be a successful
player, you must be patient during the game; and, most
importantly, you must be able to hold on to your chips at
the same time. This basic strategy is the key to ensuring
victory every time you sit down at a poker table.

xxvi

Chapter One

Poker Basics
Different Types of Live Casino Poker Games
When entering a typical casino, you will immediately
notice dozens of table games scattered across the gaming floor. Most of these are “carnival” games: Blackjack,
Roulette, Craps, Let-It-Ride, Three-Card Poker, and
Caribbean Stud Poker. Do not be confused or distracted
by these games as they are strictly “house” games, meaning that the house always has the advantage and the odds
are stacked against you. Look for the live poker rooms,
where you play against other players. These games are
located in separate rooms. Listed below are the five most
popular types of live poker currently played in casinos:
Seven-Card Stud (Hi only)
Seven-Card Stud (Hi Lo)
Texas Hold’em
Omaha (Hi only)
Omaha (Hi Lo)
It’s highly recommended that you call to make sure
the casino you plan on visiting has the particular poker
game you wish to play. Live poker games, especially
Texas Hold’em, usually have long waiting lists. Arrive
early (before 6 p.m., especially on the weekends), or
phone ahead, so you can avoid suffering through an
1
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indefinite waiting period before you actually get to
sit down and play. While waiting, you may get bored
and spend all of your poker money on carnival games
like slots, Blackjack, or Roulette. Try not to fall into
this trap. The odds are very much against you in these
house games. Remember to periodically check with
the poker room receptionist to see where your name
is on the list; if your name is called and you are not
around, you will be taken off the list. You must know
the system!

Poker Basics
When playing any type of poker game at a casino, every
player should know the fundamentals of that particular
game. I always start by teaching people the ranking of
hands in poker; in other words, which hands are higher
than others.
Every poker player should also know basic casino
rules for any poker game. These rules encompass buyins, table stakes, betting procedures, card contact, and
general table manners. All rules are clearly posted in
each poker room. Sometimes, there are even separate
rules posted for bad beats (which we will discuss in later
chapters).
These are simple rules to follow. I would strongly
encourage you to ask the dealers, or any of the poker
room managers, if you have further questions. Rules
vary from casino to casino; for example, certain casinos
require players to buy their chips at the table instead of
at a chip cage. The rules are different wherever you go,
so be aware and ask questions!

2
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Ranking of Hands
The ranking of poker hands is the very first thing a new
player should learn. While playing in a casino poker
room, each player must know exactly which hand wins.
In this section, we’ll learn the ranking of different poker
hands as well as the slang terms commonly used for
each winning hand. It is imperative that you familiarize
yourself with the ranking of poker hands and with the
language spoken in card rooms. Aces are considered
both the lowest and highest ranking card and can be utilized either way. Wild cards are not used in casino poker
rooms.
The following examples are poker hands, ranked
from the lowest to highest rank (the slang term is underneath the image):
High Card/No Pair: Five cards, with no combination;
the highest card, which is an Ace, wins.

“Ace High!”
One Pair: Two cards of similar ranking, along with three
other dissimilar cards.

“Pair of Fives!”
3
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Two Pairs: Two separate pairs of similar ranking, along
with one dissimilar card.

“Jacks and Fives!”
Three of Kind: Three cards of a similar ranking; in this
case Aces and two dissimilar cards.

“Trip Aces!”
Straight: Five cards in numerical sequence that are not
from the same suit; a straight must always use either a
10 or a 5.

“The Wheel!”

“A Regular Straight, to the Ten!”
4
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“Straight to the Ace! Broadway!”
Flush: Five cards of the same suit; they do not have to
be in any particular numerical sequence.

“Ace High Flush!” or “Nut Flush!”
Full House: Three cards of similar ranking, along with
a pair of similar ranking.

“Tens Full of Queens!”
Four of a Kind: Four cards of similar ranking, along
with one dissimilar card.

“Quad Tens!”
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Straight Flush: Five cards in numerical sequence, all of
the same suit.

“Straight Flush!”
Royal Flush: 10, Jack, Queen, King, and Ace; all cards
are of the same suit.

“Royal Flush!”

Basic Casino Rules
Buy-ins
Live poker games, in which one plays against other players instead of against the house, usually require a minimum buy-in. The buy-in is the amount of money one
brings to the table to start and is directly proportional
to the table stakes being played. A typical Seven-Card
Stud game, at $1-5 stakes, would require a minimum
$50 buy-in; a higher stakes game, like $20-40 Hold’em,
would require a minimum $200 buy-in. Know this and
abide by it. A player should not have to be told what the
buy-in is after sitting down to play. We will discuss the
correct buy-in amounts for each game in later chapters.
A player can do short buy-ins as well. When he
almost runs out of chips during a playing session, he
6
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can buy half the amount of the minimum buy-in directly
from the dealer. If there is a $60 buy-in minimum, he
can do a short buy-in for $30 without having to leave the
table. He can only buy a short stack once at any given
table; after that, any additional chips needed must be
bought at the cage.

Buy the B&N ePub version at:http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/chiapellis-live-poker
-strategies-larry-chiapelli/1100822098?ean=294001667
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Buy the Kindle version at:http://www.amazon.com/Chiapellis-Poker-Strategies-Ed
ition-ebook/dp/B00CYPPDYW/

