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Endorsements

Above all else, the most important thing in the life of man is to be
able to hear the voice of his Creator. This can seem like an unfathomable
mystery to some, but Nick breaks it down into A.B.C. simplicity, that
will go a long way to helping even the most confused person to begin to
hear and live in the presence of God. This book shows us that we do not
have to wait until we get to heaven to experience a fulfilled life walking
with God.
Richard Boulton
Director of Southampton Healing Rooms
www.healingrooms.com
“Nick is larger than life, prayerful and passionate, and hungry to
draw people into the presence of God... something we all need.”
Terl Bryant
www.terlbryant.com
www.psalmdrummers.org
We are all hardwired to hear from God and as believers and followers
of Jesus we fine-tune our ‘receiving equipment’ as we pursue a deeper,
more intimate relationship with Him. Nick’s book is a detailed signpost
toward intimacy and a practical tool and resource for recognising the
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Voice. Nick loves to help people develop in their spiritual growth and
his encouragement throughout Hear God, Hear God More, Hear God
More Clearly is love the Presence, love God and love being with Him!
Jesus walked in intimacy – doing only what He saw the Father do,
and only speaking what He heard the Father say. As we learn to recognise
the Voice and hear what He is saying to us, we become more like Him,
so we can do the things He did!
Alun Leppitt
Pastor, Bridge Christian Fellowship, UK
www.bridgecf.org
www.ordinarymanmusic.com
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Focused on the goal

‘I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But
I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously
reached out for me. Friends, don’t get me wrong: by no means do I count
myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where
God is beckoning us onward – to Jesus. I’m off and running, and I’m not
turning back.
So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything
God has for us. If any of you have something else in mind, something
less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision – you’ll
see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it.’
Philippians 3: 12–16
The Message/Remix
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All scripture references in this book are from the New International
Version unless otherwise stated. In the body of the text they are written
in italics; my comments are in parenthesis and not in italics. If the first
part of a verse is referred to, a small letter ‘a’ denotes this after the verse
number. If the second part of a verse is referred to, a small letter ‘b’
denotes this after the verse number.
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Preface

The greatest joy that I have in life is leading people into the presence
of God. I do not mind in what way I do it, in fact the more varied and
creative the better, and the more fun it will be. The more unusual the
way or method used to communicate God’s word to others, then the
more likely it will be that people will respond, hear God speak and
remember what He says. How often have you heard some kind of Holy
Spirit inspired utterance such as a prophecy, a message of knowledge or
wisdom, interpretation of tongues etc., only to be unable to remember
what was said ten minutes later? This will be covered later in the book.
You don’t often get an audible ‘This is the voice of the Lord’ type of
approach breaking in to your life and grabbing your attention when you
are not looking. Of course, God can do that if He wants to; in fact I think
that would be great. However, I think that those types of experiences are
quite rare when compared to other ways of communicating. As Elijah
discovered on Horeb, the mountain of God, you are more likely to have
‘a gentle whisper’ type of experience (1 Kings 19:11-13). I do not in
any way profess to be somebody who is an expert in this matter, although
I have been a Christian since 1963. Yet I have heard God talk in many
different ways on many different occasions. What I do want to say is
that anything I have learned in my walk with God, anything that He has
taught me, any hints or tips that I have learned, I willingly and freely
pass them on to you. J Some lessons have been easy; some have been
ix
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painful. I don’t see any need for anyone to re-invent the wheel. If you
find what I have learnt and passed on to you helpful, then I am blessed
and have achieved something. I might even have had a hand in leading
yet another person into the presence of God. If so I will be truly blessed,
but what you do when you get into God’s presence is completely up to
you in your own walk with God. All that I can do is my very best to
encourage you. I will endeavour to give you ‘Living Water’ (John 4:
10b) but only you can decide whether or not you want to drink it.
The purpose of this book therefore, is to lead you into the presence
of God. As the title says, I want to help you to Hear God. If you do not
yet know how to hear God then I pray that you will find this book
helpful. If you already know how to hear God then I want to help you to
Hear God More. If you already hear God more than you used to, and
perhaps in a greater variety of ways than you used to, then I want to help
you to Hear God More Clearly. Wherever any of us have got up to in
our walk with God, there is always further to go. God is so vast, so huge,
and so endless (hence the word ‘infinite’ being associated with Him),
that however much we may feel we know Him or can hear Him, there
will always be more. There is something that we need to do together
before we begin. This will be my first helpful tip for you.
Before you read this book, if you have got this far and are willing to
continue, then I want to share something with you that I have found very
helpful indeed. (Lord, I pray that you will increase the hunger of the
reader right now. Give them an insatiable hunger for your presence,
your voice and your word right now, in Jesus’ name. Thank you. Amen).
It applies not only to the reading of this book, but if you ‘take this
onboard’ (as they say in the British Royal Navy), you will find it helpful
in other areas of your life as well. I want to start by opening up your
spirit to receive the maximum that God may wish to say to you through
the reading of this book. Bear with me as I share this with you.
I found a long time ago that if I pray, or ‘say grace’, before I
commence or enter any given situation, I will get a lot more out of it. I
x
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am actively and consciously engaging my own spirit with God’s Holy
Spirit. I may be about to read a book by a Christian author, or the Bible,
or attend a meeting, or have a quiet time, go for a walk with the Lord etc.
etc. This also extends to other activities that are not regarded as
‘Christian’. I know that it sounds simple but it is very powerful. Do not
make this a ritual, be relaxed about it, you do not have to do it all the
time. However, if you are serious about your walk with God you will
probably want more of Him all the time anyway. What I am after is
hearing what God wants to say to me right now, for the time and situation
and circumstances that I am in now. I know that God is ‘from everlasting
to everlasting’ (Psalm 41:13, Psalm 90:2) but I am a present-tense
person. I do not live in the past or in the future (except prophetically, to
see what is happening by revelation), I am still living here, and wanting
to get there and enjoy all that God has planned for me. I want to be
relevant to the ‘sphere of influence’ that I live in, the street where I live,
the people I work with, relax with, and in the things I do and enjoy. I
want to respond with all my heart, mind, soul and strength to what He is
telling me now. In similar vein you are reading this book now – you
may still read it tomorrow, but what I am saying is relevant to you right
now.
God is the great ‘I AM’ (Exodus 3:13,14). He exists continuously in
the present tense; whether that is in my past or in my future, God is always
present. I have written a prayer below which I would encourage you to
pray out loud to God. I explain more about the power of praying out loud
in another book that I am writing entitled Pray, Pray More, Pray More
Effectively. For now, trust me that this is a very powerful thing for you to
do. This is not the definitive prayer that you must say. Look upon it as
more of a guideline to the sort of prayer that you may like to say. Make up
your own prayer that you feel comfortable with if you like, but I believe
that you will find it helpful if you do actually pray it. If you believe God
answers prayer, then say it out loud. If you are reading this in public at the
moment and feel a bit shy about doing that then either go somewhere
where you will not be overheard, or do it next time you pick this book up
on your own. But, for your own benefit, say it out loud.
xi
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“Lord, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, please speak to me through
the reading of this book. Reveal to me those things that come from Your
heart that You want me to receive right now. Teach me, feed me, I want
to learn and grow. Help me to filter out what you are not saying to me at
the moment and help me to grasp what you are saying to me at this time.
Please open my ears and increase my sensitivity to Your voice. Please
open my eyes that I may see into the unseen realm, help me to see with
the ‘eyes of my heart.’ Please open my mind to a greater understanding
of all that you will say to me. In the mighty name of Jesus. Amen.”
Read on and enjoy; take what you want from this book, and leave
the rest behind for someone else. I believe that God speaks to us all
individually in the way that is right for us at that time.

xii

Introduction

So, where do we start then? I don’t know that there is necessarily a
logical order in which to approach this. On the other hand, I do not want
to throw it all up in the air and see in which order it lands. It would
probably land in one big heap and spontaneously combust anyway. That
wouldn’t do you much good! I feel that this book is more like a map
showing various ways of arriving at our chosen destination – the
presence of God. Some routes will be longer than others. Some may be
more scenic than others. Some paths will be gentle and some will be
steep, but they will all get there. This book is not designed to be an
exhaustive treatise on the subject, just something helpful to you in your
walk with God. I will follow one route at a time, and then when we have
explored that together, we can look at another route.
One of the speakers in a meeting at the Catch the Fire conference at
the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship in 2003 said, in reference to
the Bible, “Open your Bibles please. It doesn’t matter where, it’s all
good!” I feel the same about getting into God’s presence. It doesn’t
matter how we do it, it’s all good. Just so long as we get there.
Once you are in God’s presence, what then? Some people rush in,
don’t stay for very long and then rush out again feeling that they have
‘done it’, whatever that may mean. What if you stayed longer? What
would happen next? What if you lingered in God’s presence a really
xiii
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long time? Or you lingered more often than you do currently? What
happens when you go beyond the presence of God and move on deeper
into His glory? That is not the subject of this book, so I will not be
addressing those issues. This book is about hearing God – I just wanted
to whet your appetite a bit.
There is a fairly basic assumption that must be made about hearing
God. If we want to hear Him then we need to spend time listening to
Him. Quite probably, if we want to hear Him more, then it would be
wise to listen to Him more as well. To use a cliché, it’s not really rocket
science is it! Certainly there may be, and probably will be, times when
because of His love for us God breaks in upon us ‘in spite’ of ourselves.
But even if He does this, how will we know that it is His voice that we
hear, unless we can recognise it? In the Gospel of John chapter nine we
have a record of Jesus healing a blind man. The religious leaders of the
day were caught up in arguing amongst themselves as to whether Jesus
was a sinner or not, because what he did broke their own rules about
how God may move (or more correctly – how they perceived that God
was allowed to move according to their rules on religion. Talk about
putting God in a box!). They argued with the once blind man about his
healing, as they did not believe him. They sent for his parents and argued
with them also. They called him back a second time for more arguing;
ultimately they rejected his healing as not being of God and threw him
out. Following on from this, some of the religious leaders asked Jesus
about seeing and blindness. Jesus’ reply comes in the first few verses of
chapter ten.

The Shepherd and the sheep
Jesus used an illustration that would have been understood by all in
those days. The culture of the time involved a lot of sheep farming and
had done so for many generations, so it come as no surprise that Jesus
used an illustration about shepherding in His answer. The way that sheep
were managed involved putting them into pens at night for their own
xiv
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safety and protection. These pens were typically walled enclosures
made of stone with one entrance/exit way. The shepherd would spend
the night in the doorway to keep the sheep in and the wolves, bears and
thieves out. He literally became the ‘door’. Does this sound familiar? If
the shepherd had more than one pen, or if he was busy or away then he
would employ a watchman to perform this function for him. It was not
uncommon for there to be larger pens in which several shepherds would
keep their sheep overnight. This obviously provided a mix of sheep in
the pen. This would have been a more commercial type of arrangement
where someone other than the shepherd, a watchman, managed the pen.
Shepherds would move their flocks around the hillsides during the day
so they were not going to build a pen out of rock every night wherever
they ended up. It would be much easier to pay someone else to use their
facility. On a trip to the Borders area of Scotland in 2002, I was interested
to see some of these ancient structures scattered across the countryside.
They are usually circular as this uses less stone than a square to cover
the required area. It is very easy to see how this kind of process would
take place.
Another point worth noting is that in the Middle Eastern culture a
shepherd leads sheep from the front and the sheep follow. The shepherd
spends time with his sheep, the sheep learn to recognise his voice, his
smell and his ways and they learn to trust him. In the Western culture
sheep are driven from the rear, there is no relationship with the animals;
in fact the shepherd may use dogs to drive them in the desired direction.
The sheep in this case are usually trying to get away and escape from
this ‘horrible’ person with his nasty, noisy animals that sometimes nip at
their ankles. This is a completely different cultural approach and needs
to be understood in order to make some sense of the biblical references
to sheep and shepherds.
If you want to understand more about this then read John 10: 1–18.
However for the purpose of this illustration concerning hearing God’s
voice I have written out the first five verses from the NIV below.
xv
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John 10: 1–5 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a
robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in
fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognise a
stranger’s voice.”
There are several points in this passage that I want to draw your
attention to. Firstly, the sheep are listening out for the voice of their
shepherd. They are being active. They are not just sitting around doing
nothing; they are actively tuned in to his voice. They are waiting for the
voice that they recognise to speak. There has been a time delay since the
last time that they heard that voice and now they are listening out for it
once again.
Secondly, when they each individually hear the voice of their
shepherd speaking to them personally and calling them by name, they
respond to him and go to him. They want to be with him wherever he
chooses to take them. Even in a crowd, the shepherd’s care is for each
of the individuals within that crowd. The sheep were eager to be near the
shepherd because the ones that were nearest to him got the extra food
and nourishment. As he led them along he would gather juicy leaves and
tit-bits that were out of reach and give them to the nearest sheep.
Thirdly, by responding to the shepherd’s voice and at the time that
the shepherd actually calls him or her, each individual moves on. If
there were a delay in response, or lack of response, or disobedience,
then there would be a missing out of what the shepherd intended for the
sheep concerned. But by responding when the shepherd calls each
individual sheep, together with calling his other individual sheep, as a
flock, they move on to new pastures/adventures/journeys etc., in fact
wherever the shepherd chooses to go. The sheep are not rushing on
xvi

Nick Pink

ahead; they are following their shepherd. Their joy is not the pasture but
being with the shepherd. The pasture comes as well anyway and is a
bonus of being with him.
Matthew 6: 25–34 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.
Is not life more important than food, and the body more important that
clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a
single hour to his life?
And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field
grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in
all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into
the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
Fourthly, when you know and recognise the voice of the Shepherd
you will by default recognise all other voices as not being the voice of
the Shepherd. This is a very important point, which is often overlooked.
The sheep in this story actively run away from voices that are not the
shepherd’s voice. It does not matter what those voices are saying,
offering, tempting with, luring or whatever. There are those who are not
the shepherd who will actively try to get the sheep’s attention. Only
foolish sheep that do not really recognise their own shepherd’s voice
will be tempted – those sheep that have not yet taken the time or trouble
to learn how to recognise their master’s voice. Spending time with the
Shepherd is the best way to know his voice and overcome this problem.
xvii
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There is one other point that I would like to make about spending
time with God before moving on to Chapter One. It sounds rather
obvious, but as we spend time with Him we will increase in familiarity
with Him. I do not mean that we treat God lightly in an over-familiar
kind of way, I mean we will increase in sensitivity to Him, His voice,
and His ways. Let me give you an example. If you are in a relationship
like marriage, or are part of a family that you spend time with, or have
friends that you like to be with, then you get to know each other. You
will recognise one another’s voice, the way that you walk, the way you
do things, your likes and dislikes. The more time that you spend with
one another the deeper you will get to know each other. You can get to
the point in those relationships where you know each other so well that
you do not always have to talk to each other in order to communicate.
Friends may dress similarly as they hang out together. One may speak
and the other will say, “I knew you were going to say that.” One person
may start a sentence and the other may finish it correctly. Have you ever
been on the receiving end of one of ‘those looks’? Or have you ever
given one to someone else? The ‘look’ may be quite short, but may
speak volumes, for example:
•
•
•

I love you very much indeed. You are very special to me.
It’s OK, I trust you.
Go on then, you can if you want to.

Or the look may say something completely different like:
•
•

Don’t you dare do that again, if you do you are ‘in for it’.
When you get home you are dead!

The point is that you or the other person knows exactly what was
said because you have a relationship with each other. You choose to
spend time together of your own free will. Looks can be given across a
crowded room and something can be said without any exchange of
words at all. Isn’t that fantastic? It’s almost telepathic. God has created
us in such a way that we can communicate just by looking at each other.
xviii
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God can do the same with us. He can give us a ‘look’ that lets us
understand exactly what He is saying to us. In Psalms 32: 8 in the King
James version of the Bible we read, ‘I will instruct thee and teach thee
in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye’. We can
get to a place in our relationship with God where we really can be that
sensitive to His voice. It is for everyone, not just a special few gifted
people. It is God’s intention for all of us that we not only hear Him, but
that we become so sensitive to Him that we can hear Him even when He
only gives us one of ‘those looks.’ Verses 9–11 continue with a great
encouragement to us all. They say, ‘Be ye not as the horse, or as the
mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with
bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. Many sorrows shall be to
the wicked: but he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him
about. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy,
all ye that are upright in heart’. What a tremendous thing for God to say
to us. It reminds me of the story of Marvin the Mule.

Marvin the Mule
A certain man went to a farmer because he needed to buy a mule to
help him on his own farm. This farmer was known for breeding fine
work mules. The farmer said to him, “I will let you have Marvin. He is
my best mule. He will do absolutely anything that you want him to. He
will work hard and does not want anything in return except a little food
and water and somewhere to sleep at night”.
“Great,” said the other guy. “If Marvin is that good I will willingly
pay you for him.” Money exchanged hands and the man took Marvin
home to his own farm. For a whole week the man tried to get Marvin to
work for him but nothing happened. He poked and prodded, he shouted
and screamed. He tried tempting him with food but all to no avail. In the
end he was so frustrated that he took Marvin back to the farmer to
complain and get his money back.
xix
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The farmer said, “Oh sorry, I forgot something.” He went and got a
rather worn piece of stout wood and whacked Marvin as hard as he
could across the head. Marvin groaned and crumpled to his knees. “Hey,
what did you do that for?” cried the man in alarm. “Well, you see,
Marvin is a rather special mule,” said the farmer, “he will do absolutely
anything that you want him to, but first of all you have to get his
attention.”
Oh yes, I confess, God has needed to get my attention on many
occasions with a ‘stout stick across the head’. Can you also identify with
that in any way? In fact I got to the point of thinking that must be the
normal way in which God communicates with me. Then I started to
spend more time with Him and learned how to recognise His voice
before He needed to get out the ‘big stick’ in order to get my attention.
One thing that I must point out here is that God can only move in love
towards us. He is never vindictive and never acts in any way that brings
us any pain, hurt or grief – the enemy does that and will try to convince
us that it is ‘God’s fault’. God on the other hand is loving-kindness
itself. Yet if He only speaks softly to ‘deaf’ people, then those ‘deaf’
people will never hear His voice. Revelations 2: 7, 11, 17, 29. Revelations
3: 6, 13, 22: ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says…’
There may need to be occasions when God has to do something drastic
to get your attention. That is why the Psalmist encourages us by saying,
‘Be ye not as the horse, or mule, which have no understanding’. As I
said at the beginning, whatever I have learnt I freely pass on to you – be
encouraged. God wants us to be so sensitive to Him that He can guide
us with His eye. Verses 10 and 11 of Psalm 32 go on to tell us that those
whom God guides in this way are surrounded by His mercy. We are
commanded to be glad and rejoice, to shout for joy because of our
relationship with Him. He wants us to have such a close walk with Him
that He only needs to look in our direction and we know that He is
communicating His heart to us. This is really something to get excited
about.
Let us now go deeper.
xx

Chapter One

Continuously present with God

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.
Lao-Tzu, The Way of Life
Chinese Philosopher (604BC – 531BC)
I am making a fairly basic assumption that you are a Christian. Yet I
still need to cover some basic ground as we set off on our exciting
journey of exploration together. If you are not a Christian, then come
with me now. I am about to show you into the presence of God. If you
are already a Christian, then still come with me, as you may find what I
cover useful both now and in the future. It may even be that for you this
is step one to going deeper into the presence of God and hearing Him.
In the first eight verses of the Gospel of John chapter three, one of
the religious leaders of the day, a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a member
of the Jewish ruling council, (the equivalent of a British Member of
Parliament today) came to Jesus at night to ask Him some questions. In
verse two he says to Jesus, “Rabbi (acknowledging that Jesus was in
fact a religious leader Himself), we know you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are
doing if God were not with him.” Already the way that Jesus is behaving
is causing a stir in the neighbourhood. Miracles are happening, signs
and wonders are accompanying Him as He moves about bringing the
Kingdom of God into this present age. Nicodemus was not the only one
who could see that Jesus had something ‘of God’ about Him, something
supernatural. He is the only one recorded as having the courage to come
forward to speak to Jesus, and even then he only did so at night in case
he was seen and criticised. By this point Jesus has not only been baptised
1
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in water in the river Jordan, but has also been baptised by the Holy
Spirit, has spent some considerable time in the wilderness fasting and
praying, been tried, tested and proved, and has commenced actively
leading people into the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus can see that Jesus
has God with Him, yet he is also aware that as a religious leader himself
he does not have the same ‘God with him’ that Jesus has. He wants to
talk to Jesus about it.

Jesus lived in the Old Testament
Now, it is important for us to understand that Jesus lived in the Old
Testament. He was under the old covenant until His death on the cross
completed the purpose of His coming to earth. The New Testament
begins with the life and times of Jesus in the Gospels, but his life was
actually lived in the Old Testament. The scriptures of the day were what
we know as the books of the Old Testament, the books of the law, the
prophets and the chronicles of the history of Israel. These were the only
books that the religious scholars of the day had available. No New
Testament books had been written at this time. The nation of Israel had
undergone four hundred years of administration by the family of priests
known as the Maccabees. There had been no prophets, therefore there
had been no prophetic words for all of this time – until John the Baptist
came along. He was a radical. Instead of going along with the ‘religious
order’ of things, he cut straight to the heart of the matter. He was ‘the
voice of one crying in the wilderness’, both literally and spiritually, that
the Messiah was coming. That message was different from anything that
the people had heard from anyone for several hundreds of years. No
wonder John had a following. The people were living under the
oppression of foreign invaders, under their vicious and harsh legal
system. They were, yet again, under the heel of the latest nation of
conquerors – this time it was the Romans. There was nobody alive who
could remember what life had been like before the Romans dominated
the land and their culture. Yet here is someone saying that the ‘Deliverer’
is at hand. Hooray, hope at last – where is this ‘Deliverer’? The people
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had hope at last. Unless you have lived under oppression for generations,
been born into it as was your father and your father’s father etc., and
have lived as slaves to another people, it is hard to appreciate what this
message of hope actually meant to those people at that time.
Now here is a man (Jesus was truly human in every way) who is
accompanied by miracles, signs and wonders as He moves about His
daily life. People are being healed, demons cast out, food and drink
miraculously appearing as His words call it into being (more about the
power of spoken words later). Jesus was truly bringing the Kingdom of
God into being in their midst. He was ensuring that ‘the Father’s
Kingdom come, the Father’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven’.
Jesus was radically bringing the ‘unseen realm’ into the visible realm
right in their midst and before their very eyes. People actually saw
shrivelled body parts unshrivel, saw missing body parts appear, saw
food and drink appear out of ‘thin air’ and much more.
John 21: 25 ‘Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of
them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not
have room for the books that would be written.’

You must be born again
In reply to Nicodemus’ question Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth,
unless a man is born of water and the Spirit (note the capital letter ‘S’ in
the scripture signifying the Holy Spirit as opposed to any other type of
spirit), he cannot enter the kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to flesh,
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit (small ‘s’ therefore, in this instance,
human spirit). You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be
born again.”
Jesus could see exactly what Nicodemus wanted to know, so He told
him straight away. Being full of the Holy Spirit He was able to pick up
in His own spirit what Nicodemus really wanted to know by revelation
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or ‘the message of knowledge’ if you like. I deliberately differentiated
between the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ own spirit using a capital letter ‘S’
for the Holy Spirit and a small letter ‘s’ for Jesus’ spirit to illustrate this
point. Jesus was born once of flesh as a man and was also born of the
Spirit. If He weren’t then He would not be fully like other men, so He
would not count as the one true mediator between God and man. Jesus
gave up His Godhead to come to earth and be born fully as a man in
order to be born again Himself and therefore make it possible for us all
to be born again as He was. He took our sin to death on the cross after
he was born again of the Spirit so that we do not have to take our own
sin to death ourselves. That makes Him our mediator between God the
Father and us. By acknowledging this and accepting His sacrifice on our
behalf we too can enter the kingdom of God by also being born again.
Sin is what separates us from a holy God. Sin cannot exist in the
presence of God, so all the while our sin exists in our lives, we cannot
exist in the presence of God, and we cannot know God. We cannot have
a relationship with Him; our sinfulness means we would be consumed
in the holiness of His presence. When the first man, Adam, disobeyed
God, sin entered the world. Unfortunately for us this cuts us off from
God. The moment that we are physically born we are born in sin, not
having a relationship with God. Romans 6: 23 says ‘For the wages of
sin is death.’ Death is the price required to pay for the sin that infests our
lives. We are in a sinful state, cut off from a holy God; blood must be
shed to restore our relationship with God once again. If we die for our
own sin then we are not around anymore, to be able to have a relationship
with God. We are dead. God created us in the first place because He
wanted to have a relationship with us. After Adam sinned, God the
Father had to invent a way of making it possible for Him to have a
relationship with us again as He did with Adam and Eve in the first
place. (See Genesis chapters 1–3.) Since the wages of sin is death, God
had to find a way for the penalty to be paid for sin, which still made it
possible for Him to have a relationship with you and me. The only way
to achieve this is by Jesus (God as a true man coming to earth) taking
our sin to death on the cross and paying the penalty on our behalf. We
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can enter into a relationship with God again (‘again’ as mankind, but for
the first time for you and me as individuals).
After Jesus died once as a man, death had no more power over Him.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus came back to life again in full
resurrection power. Having been born of the Spirit Jesus, as resurrected
man, attained eternal life. Once we are born again of the Spirit we also
attain eternal life, just like Jesus. Jesus is described as the Second Adam.
The first Adam brought physical life into existence; the Second Adam
brought spiritual life into existence. As Jesus said in John 3: 5–7, “I tell
you the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be
born again.’”
In verse 14 Jesus continues by saying, “Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the desert, (a snake on a cross, if you want to read this story it
is found in Numbers 21: 4–9) so the Son of Man must be lifted up
(referring to His death on the cross), that everyone who believes in Him
may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son”.
In 2 Timothy 3: 15–16 (Message//Remix) we read, ‘There’s nothing
like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed
and useful in one way or another – showing us truth, exposing our
rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way’.
So then, if you want to take that all important first step, if you want
to enter into the wonderful world of walking and talking with God, if
you want to Hear God, then you need to do something positive. You
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need to take action. If nothing changes, nothing changes. God has
already done everything necessary on His side of the deal to make it
possible for you to know Him. You now need to do your bit. If you
cannot currently hear God but would like to, then pray the following
prayer and mean it with all your heart. Oh, and by the way, pray it out
loud.
“Dear God, I acknowledge that I am cut off from You by my own
sinfulness. I no longer want to be in this position. I want to know You.
Please forgive me for my sin. I accept the sacrifice that Jesus has made
for me by taking my sin, in His own body, to death on the cross on my
behalf. Thank you. Please send your Holy Spirit to give me new life that
I may enter into Your Kingdom. I want to be born again. I want to know
You. I want to have a relationship with you. Amen.”
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