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Introduction
Preconditions for Civilization
The Sumerian civilization is one of the most ancient
complex societies on earth (1); it emerged as a constellation of full-ﬂedged urban communities that mushroomed
in Southern Mesopotamia throughout the IV and III millennia BCE.
These “cells of civilization” were created as a result
of three major developments in the Neolithic society:
1. The so-called agricultural revolution (2), which
split the more or less egalitarian society of hunters/gatherers into semi-nomads and agriculturalists and proved
that the settled way of life could be far safer, healthier,
and productive than the nomadic one.
2. Craft specialization that formed a group of experts, whose primary occupation was estranged from the
day-to-day struggle for the harvest and concentrated on
professional advancement of arts and crafts.
3. Spiritual orientation, which divided the community into a cast of actors in the divine drama (the priests)
and the audience (the congregation of laymen), and empowered the clergy to control the welfare of the community.

At the Threshold of Civilization
One of the most intriguing enigmas of ancient his-
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tory is when and where the earliest cities on earth showed
up. At ﬁrst glance, the most suitable setting provides Jericho, in the Jordan Valley (starting with the VIII millennium BCE), and Catalhoyuk, in the Konia Basin, Turkey
(beginning with the VII millennium BCE). Both sites were
certainly considered the major settlements in the region
in their lifetimes.
However, a closer look reveals that they were basically very large villages whose residents occupied mudbrick houses. Apart from farming, they engaged in gathering, hunting, and making tools. They also developed
sporadic long-distance contacts to obtain shells, obsidian,
and other luxury goods. Their religion was focused on
family shrines, where they probably worshipped their ancestors—the same guys who lay buried under their feet.
Both sites lacked administrative buildings and class distinctions; in social terms, they can be described as simple
egalitarian societies.
By contrast, such locations in Southern Mesopotamia as Eridu, Uruk, and Nippur followed a diﬀerent pattern of town planning. They were created as sacred sites
devoted to major Mesopotamian deities.

Birthmarks of Complex Societies
Due to a harsh climate, Lower Mesopotamia was
devoid of population until the sixth millennium BCE. The
ﬁrst settlers opposed tough conditions with simple irrigation schemes, which they adopted elsewhere during their
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long and fatiguing journey. They probably followed a route
along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which led from the
intermountain valleys of eastern Anatolia via the green
hills of Upper Mesopotamia to a ﬂat ﬂoodplain of Sumer
and Akkad. Early farmers occupied mountain valleys where
an abundant rainfall stimulated rain-fed agriculture. When
their plots were exhausted, they would travel downstream
along water courses. On their way, they became exposed
to drier conditions and had to learn the principle of irrigation to compensate for the lack of moisture. Eventually, after crossing a minimum rainfall band, they had to
depend mainly on irrigation supplemented by winter precipitation. They had ultimately reached their ﬁnal destination: further ahead lay only the salty marshes, arid desert,
and insurmountable waters of the Persian Gulf.
Progress in irrigation led to digging canals. That
work demanded a great amount of social cooperation—
much more than an extended family could aﬀord. Logistics were supplied by priests who extended their arable
ﬁelds into wastelands.
The temple featured an important landmark. It
showed not only the ﬁrm grim that religion took on the
society (public construction was budgeted from corporal
funds) but also the autonomy of the priestly clan. Never
before had sprung up a group of people who, without direct involvement in production, managed to prosper on
the revenues of the temple household. Apart from heav-
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enly aﬀairs, they engaged in purely earthly matters like
keeping a calendar and managing irrigation works. In other words, they began to control the economic life of the
urban community.
Temples, which were primarily formed as worship
and ceremonial centers, began to draw all those who had
become alienated from tilling a family plot of land: craftsmen, impoverished farmers, and fragments of ruined families. A new type of settlement, the “sacred neighborhood”
(3), had emerged.
In early Mesopotamia, civilization was equivalent
to urbanization (4). Urban environment was being developed together with the concentration of people belonging
to diﬀerent walks of life around a tribal shrine.
The sacred enclave oﬀered a safety net to its residents. The idea of attacking the site was a sacrilege. Temple walls radiated a better protection than fortiﬁcation
facilities.
The sacred neighborhood was considered a divine
household and functioned as a public enterprise. Temple
clients, who served on its vast arable and grazing lands,
grew agricultural output and raised livestock. Artisans
worked in its workshops making ﬁnished products, which
were either consumed by the local elite or exchanged for
strategic materials, such as metals, hardwood, or stone.
To promote this exchange, trade colonies and way stations
were spread along the routes leading to distant lands. The
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temple economy talked business and computed proﬁts.
Strong ties connected the sacred neighborhood with
the surrounding countryside. The temple rented part of its
lands to sharecroppers for a ﬁxed rate. It also let out draft
animals, agricultural utensils, and grain. It would employ
less fortunate members of rural communities: the old, the
inﬁrm, widows, and orphans.
Temple “wise men” (or the “scientiﬁc forecast division”) invented the lunar calendar, which allowed administrators to provide business plans on a monthly basis and
celebrate holidays. Large-scale computations were needed
to employ manpower, control the disbursement of rations,
or predict the moon cycles.
Sacred neighborhoods were subjected to special
laws and enjoyed enviable privileges. They controlled prices, land rents, interest-bearing loans, and supervised measures and weights.
The arrival of new ethnic groups had triggered a wide
range of changes. First of all, it put an enormous pressure
on the local food industry. Something had to be urgently
done to settle and feed the new population. The answer
lay in launching the ﬁrst true cities capable of absorbing
thousands of residents, newcomers, and old-timers. The
new citizens acquired an alternative identity that denied
any connection with the past and tied their destinies to
the fate of the city. The economic “salvation” came from
large-scale irrigation projects, which demanded unheard-
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of concentration of power and organization of forced labor. The primary aim was to achieve food abundance. That
would be impossible without a tight administrative control over the whole cycle of agricultural labor within the
temple household.
One of the major achievements of the complex society—writing—appeared as an eﬀective instrument of
economic control. The bureaucracy of the sacred corporation had to switch from counting tokens, which characterized a developed Neolithic society, to bookkeeping or, to
be more exact, accounting tablets. The restricted access to
academic learning securely defended the social privileges
of the elite and allowed them to pass the secret knowledge
to their aristocratic sons.
Writing not only paved the way to bureaucracy. It
ultimately exposed high-rank students to broad education
through literature, royal inscriptions, and personal correspondence.
Eﬀective irrigation led to fabulous food abundance.
The surplus gave the priests an almost inexhaustible
source of power. Part of supply was distributed as food rations for dependant people; another part played a crucial
role in a long-distance exchange, and the rest served as a
guarantee against famine or could be used for cultivation.
The food surplus also ensured natural growth of
communities through decline in infant mortality and rise
in life expectancy. However, it brought forward a drastic
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social split of the community into the upper class, commoners, and slaves.
The temple economy encouraged business activity, a
large part of which was sustained by workshops. Full-time
craftsmen featured the second isolated class in an emerging stratiﬁed society. The division of labor became one of
the landmarks of urbanization. Specialization of diverse
aspects of life resulted in intensive technological advancement.
The emerging urban civilization had an insatiable
appetite for raw materials and luxuries that lay outside the
region. Sumer was involved in a regional trade network
occupying the central place as the fastest-growing market.
Exports included the excessive agricultural output and the
products of artisans. Means of transportation had to be
updated to meet new demands.
When the government failed to attain foreign goods
through commercial links, it used to apply a military option. Violence gave rulers the capability to solve old disputes, seize vital trade routes and markets, humiliate hostile leaders, and protect the state’s independence. Thus,
warfare and military technology became an inseparable
part of civilization.

Essential Ingredients in the Recipe for
Civilization
“Civilization” was applied to the urban complex so-
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ciety that was controlled by the central government. This
ruling body would appropriate a permanent food surplus
to achieve a number of goals: sponsorship of religious
rituals and festivals, redistribution of funds to support
dependent laborers, and the upkeep of the pool of commodities to encourage long-distance trade. The society
was based on division of labor and class diﬀerentiation.
The government of independent city-states controlled the
economy with the aid of professional bureaucrats, and the
cultural unity was sealed with common beliefs, language,
and art. When it was insuﬃcient, more mundane means,
like the state and laws, were set in motion. Economic activities were registered by the archaic system of writing,
which later on, in the more mature stage, spread over different aspects of life. Security and independence rose to
the top of social priorities, resulting in continuous wars,
which eventually led to the opposite outcome: hereditary
monarchy and absorption of all city-states into a single
kingdom.
The complex society was based on a large, urban,
densely populated community, which consisted of the
main city and the periphery. The skyline of the city was
dominated by the temple devoted to the patron deity.
The aroma of the early Mesopotamian civilization is
a successful blend of three distinct cultures (mentioned in
the order of their appearance): Ubaidian, Sumerian, and
Akkadian. Cross-cultural contacts smoothed diﬀerences
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between invaders and the local population, leading to a
wonderful amalgam of coexistence where newcomers were
absorbed into the framework of accepted beliefs, ideas,
and artistic norms. Mesopotamia was open to inﬁltrations, and new ethnic groups would mix with the existing
communities to promote competition, cooperation, trade
opportunities, and mutual spiritual enrichment.
The birth of civilization was by no means a static
event. It was an ongoing process that gave shape to a new
form of human existence: the complex society. Its “magic
recipe” includes the following ingredients:
1. The sacred precinct (a worship and ritual center
for urban and rural population) that launched religious
festivals and also delivered private spiritual service.
2. The temple household with distinct social stratiﬁcation (priests, administrators, clients, and slaves) and
division of labor, which was able to produce a stable food
surplus by means of irrigation. Inside the household, the
economic life was based on redistribution: expropriation
of labor output and compensation of laborers through a
system of ﬁxed rations.
3. The industrial center that included workshops run
by full-time specialists and secured handicraft production
of an array of ﬁnished goods.
4. The commercial center, located at a key point
along a watercourse, with its harbor, where the barter exchange of local goods to foreign commodities was taking
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place. To secure this trade, merchants set up colonies at
faraway strategic locations in foreign lands. The temple
household extended credits for the encouragement of local economy.
5. The scientiﬁc center responsible for the introduction of the calendar and development of “practical” science:
mathematics, astronomy, linguistics. It was accountable
for crucial technological inventions, such as the wheel, the
porter’s wheel, the plow, and bronze technology.
6. The cultural center proud of its public architecture, sculpture, paintings, and mosaics.
7. The system of administrative record-keeping and
economic control.
8. The legal center oﬀering legal advice, courtsof-law, special regulations, supervision of measures and
weights, control over prices, and intermediary service in
case of political confrontations.
9. The centralized government capable of employing scores of laborers in irrigation schemes, monumental
construction, or military operations.
10. The military center for emergency situations,
which could supply weapons, foot soldiers (reserved units
manned by clients), and command.
11. The “melting pot” where neighborhood ties prevailed over kin or ethnic connections.
12. The welfare center for unlucky members of community, a safety haven for fugitives and refugees.
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The Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9)
The renowned biblical account can be deﬁned as a
philosophical essay that passes sentence on the fate of
the empire. Babylon serves as a metaphor of a superpower that attempts to subdue the whole world. Its gigantic
depersonalized authority leads to unprecedented concentration of labor and realization of huge construction projects. However, its inner contradictions result in weakness
of social order and ﬁnal collapse.
On the other hand, this account presents a symbolic
portrait of the early Mesopotamian (pre-Babylonian) civilization starting with migration of agriculturists into the
alluvial plain, genuine eﬀorts to build an urban complex
society based on “erroneous” religious concepts, failure of
these eﬀorts, and the exile of constructors, accompanied
by the loss of universal language. A certain inaccuracy in
details can be explained by an enormous time gap between
the recording and the actual events—a gap willfully ﬁlled
with the rust of legends and the dust of rumors.
“. . . as men migrated from the east, they found
a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there (Genesis
11:2).” In other words, agriculturists of unknown origin
descended into the ﬂoodplain between the Tigris and the
Euphrates. They are obsessed with the construction of
“. . . a city, and a tower with its top in the heaven (11:4).”
This feature invariably points to Sumerians who
managed to create the early urban society during the Uruk

Michael Baizerman

21

period. Speciﬁcs of this construction (facing public buildings with kiln-ﬁred bricks glued with bitumen as mortar)
refer to the Late Uruk or Jemdet Nasr periods when this
practice becomes conventional. The “tower” stands for ziggurat, a massive staged temple tower dedicated to the patron deity. The tradition of erecting ziggurats dates back
to the Ur III period.
Another claim is that these people spoke one language and were monotheistic. The key to this dubious
statement is the upgrading of the Sumerian language to
the status of lingua franca for the whole region and consolidation of the faith in the air god Enlil as the chief deity
of the Mesopotamian pantheon. Both processes occurred
in the course of the Early Dynastic period. This claim can
be supported by the following verse from the Sumerian
poem “Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta”: “The whole universe, the well-guarded people—may they all address Enlil
in a single language (lines 134-155).” In addition, all civilized people are called to feel spiritually connected to their
supreme god (5).
The builders’ plan was to approach heaven and, consequently, become equal to gods. This “blasphemous” idea
seems to be based on cultural misunderstanding of Mesopotamian spirituality. The stages of the ziggurat remind
of the divine “ladder,” which links the upper and the lower worlds. Even the names of the shrines appeal to such
explanation. The sacred mount in Sippar was called “the
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temple of the stairway to pure heaven,” while its counterpart in Larsa was named “the temple that links heaven
and earth.” However, in Sumerian interpretation, these
ladders were designed for divine transportation only, and
all eﬀorts of men to reach the heaven or to acquire godlike
features were doomed (6).
In the midst of the construction, the Jewish God
intervened with the builders’ haughty plans. He disrupted
their language and, as a result, workmen lost their goals
and identities and were expatriated. The Sumerian poem
adheres the opposite claim: “Enki . . . shall change the
speech in their mouths, as many as he had placed there,
so the speech of mankind is truly one (lines 134-155).”
Initially, many tongues had emerged; however, the divine
world wished that mankind would speak in unison. In reality, the principle of Sumerian writing, cuneiform, had
been adopted by various languages. Even the extinction of
the Sumerian vernacular didn’t freeze its cultural impact
on other branches of the ancient civilization.

****
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Unit 1:
Mesopotamia: Natural Scenery

The geographic position of Mesopotamia had an impact on the emergence of the Sumerian civilization. The
“land between the rivers” was epitomized as the land of
extremes. The lack of natural resources forced Mesopotamian leaders to look for commercial and military solutions
to this problem.

Foreword
In a narrow sense of the term, Mesopotamia features a ﬂat alluvial plain encircled by the so-called Twin
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Rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates. It’s reminiscent of
a long and tight sleeve that stretches from modern Baghdad to the head of the Persian Gulf. This is the Sumerian
heartland, a collection of the pristine city-states. A land
with inhospitable conditions—the scorching sun during
the dry season and occasional devastating rains in winter—had discouraged human settlement for a long time.
In a broad sense of the word, Mesopotamia falls
into three major zones: the already mentioned ﬂoodplain
or Lower Mesopotamia, the plateau hemmed by the Twin
Rivers and highlands of Upper Mesopotamia, and the
foothills of the Taurus and Zagros mountains. All these
areas are inter-dependable in terms of lack and abundance
of natural resources (see Table 1).
Only in the latter half of the sixth millennium BCE
did farmers begin to estimate the great economic potential
of this long-neglected territory: an inexhaustible source
of drinking water together with abundance of fertile soil
formed by silt carried away from highlands.
Each seasonal ﬂooding delivers sediment, made
up of soil and pebbles, from the headwater area; its total amount equals 70 million cubic meters. A relatively
slow stream of water carries this silt. As a result, it is not
washed away into the sea but is accumulated on the riverbeds rising above low-lying banks and forming swamps.
This process happens for several reasons. The Twin
Rivers, ﬂowing across the ﬂoodplain, acquire a low slope
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for the stretch of some 300 kilometers; the Euphrates
falls 4 centimeters/kilometers and the Tigris 8 centimeters/kilometers. Due to low diﬀerence of heights, water
ﬂow diminishes. Irrigation schemes further reduce the
river velocity. The narrowing shape of the alluvial plain
toward the Gulf makes the watercourses “go astray”; they
split into numerous branches, meander in loops, and
force their way through the Mesopotamian marshlands.
These wetlands, comprised of tall reeds, desert shrub, and
grasses, are criss-crossed by inter-connected marshes and
lakes (permanent and seasonal); they used to spread over
15,000 - 20,000 square kilometers (1).
Deposited silt creates natural embankments (levees), enabling the water to rise above the plain. Spring
ﬂooding, caused by snowmelt in the headwater region,
leads to a widespread inundation; the water level usually
rises from 1.5 to 3 meters (2).
Floodwaters wash the levees away. As a result, the
rivers alter their course in mellow ground, leaving settlements high and dry in the heart of the desert, cut oﬀ from
drinking water, ﬁshing perspectives, and occupation. The
best example supplies the conﬂuence of the Twin Rivers,
which only three thousand years ago had separate estuaries. Since then, the Gulf coast has considerably receded to
the south (3), and once thriving cities such as Ur, Uruk,
and Lagash found themselves devoid of human occupation.
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Most rainfall occurs in winter but spreads unevenly; Upper Mesopotamia receives about 400 mm while the
ﬂood-prone plain—less than 100 mm of rain annually.
This arid steppe is far beyond the southern limit of the
zone where dry cereal farming is possible.
Mesopotamian marshes grant nursery grounds for
ﬁsh, sea animals, and aquatic birds, supply refuge for terrestrial animals, and serve as a stopover for about 300
species of migratory birds.
Periods of favorable climate with high river levels
and tolerable temperatures alternate with intervals of climatic deterioration, when water supplies diminish and
temperatures climb high.
To take advantage of this potential, the early settlers
had to update their farming techniques, giving up rain-fed
agriculture, which they practiced elsewhere, on behalf of
irrigation. Even a narrow ditch channeling water from the
river to the nearest ﬁeld could supply much more than a
meager survival in the shade of date palms.
The newcomers tended to live in small villages
clasped to the riverbanks. This proximity to the river was
charged with inevitable danger—an outbreak of seasonal
ﬂoods, which would arrive out of the blue at the highlight
of the growing season. Unless held back, ﬂoodwaters were
able to ruin the crops. Meanwhile, the excess of water was
vital for vegetation. It had to be collected in special reservoirs to be brought to ﬁelds on a regular basis and in
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an appropriate amount. Such modest irrigation projects
as draining marshes and swamps resulted in expansion
of fertile land where cereals, fruit, vegetables, and fodder
plants could be grown (4).
Neither a single household nor a tiny village community could cope with such a tremendous task. The necessity of cooperation was realized at once, and the organization of irrigation works was entrusted to priests who
sat in traditional intra-tribe worship and ceremonial centers.
If the ﬁrst settlers had followed the north-south
route, they should have descended from highlands with
rain-fed agriculture, learned the art of irrigation in Upper Mesopotamia, where innovative methods had to be
applied due to insuﬃcient rain, and mastered their new
techniques on arrival to the alluvial plain.
Thus the miracle of Mesopotamian civilization is
based to some extent on harsh climate, which stirred the
creative impulse in settlers.
Devoid of natural barriers, the landscape enabled
inﬁltration of outsiders as well as redeployment of ethnic groups, already present in the area, on behalf of their
less fortunate neighbors. In historical perspective, the
core of settled population in the “heartland of cities” was
wrapped by nomadic hordes. The two groups developed a
shaky dynamics of coexistence from friendly relations to
all-out wars (5).
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Historical reputation: “The cradle of civilization,” renowned for shaping a number of complex societies, such
as the Sumerians, Akkadians, Elamites, Babylonians, and
Assyrians (to mention only major players).
Historical names: Sumer and Akkad, in the III millennium BCE; Babylonia and Assyria in the II and I millennia BCE; and Mesopotamia (coined by Greek historians
following the military campaigns of Alexander the Great).
Regional contacts: Anatolia (the Asian part of Turkey), Upper Mesopotamia, Elam (southwestern Iran), the
Lower Sea (the Persian Gulf) leading to Dilmun (the Bahrain archipelago), Magan (Oman), and Meluhha (the Indus River Valley).
Table 1: Lack and Abundance of Natural Resources in
Diﬀerent Mesopotamian Regions
Highlands

Abundance

Mineral
resources
Fine timber
Stone

Lack

Reliable crops
Textiles

Upper
Mesopotamia

Lower
Mesopotamia

Bitumen
Reliable crops

Fabulous crops
Textiles

Metals
Fine timber
Stone

Metals
Fine timber
Stone

The Land of Extremes
It is beyond our comprehension to realize why civilization had taken root in southern Mesopotamia, due to
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the following reasons:
1. It was a boring, ﬂat land of marshlands and barren deserts, the blazing sun, and scorching winds.
2. It was the land of reed swamps and sand dunes
that both attracted and scared avid adventurers.
3. It was the land of long, dry summers and short,
wet winters with erratic rainfall and torrential ﬂoods.
Though the land longed for a friendly shower, it often appeared as a devilish thunderstorm. “Singing in the rain”
would never be a popular tune among the settlers.
4. It was a trench between foothills and arid desert
gradually ﬁlled with fertile silt brought down by the rivers. Trapped in marshlands, this sediment formed natural
levees, raising the riverbeds above the banks.
5. The Twin Rivers lazily carried their waters but
unexpectedly shifted their courses, stripping the population out of the main source of income.
6. It consisted of the ﬁrst cities depending on rivers as their lifelines and plunging into oblivion amid sand
dunes following subsiding waters.
7. The former seabed grew into a fertile valley watered by the Twin Rivers, which converged into the swampy
delta.
8. The delta consisted of salt marshes, ﬂooded reeds,
and alleys of clear water.
9. The barren desert ﬂowered for a couple of weeks
due to seasonal overﬂowing caused by snowmelt in the
highlands and occasional rain.
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10. The ﬂoodplain, famous for its fabulous fecundity, lush vegetation, and abundant wildlife, whose economic prosperity depended on irrigation projects, which
managed to harness ﬂoodwater but ultimately led to salinization.
11. The alluvial plain criss-crossed by a network of
canals, whose digging, maintenance, and common use demanded collective eﬀort and consolidation of power.
12. The land was devoid of metal, stone, and timber
but abundant in mud, water, and reeds.
13. It oﬀered a hostile environment characterized by
harsh climate and a full set of natural hazards: droughts,
dust, ﬂoods, heat, sandstorms, and more.
14. There was a frequent feeling of futility and helplessness. The threat of universal ﬂood suspended over the
Sumerian society. The real threat was from savage outsiders and civilized rivals from neighboring states.
15. The terribly monotonous scene where the ﬁrst
act of the fascinating drama of civilization was performed
to the letter.

Natural Resources
Though Mesopotamia lacked essential raw materials, it managed to compensate this drawback with plenty
of determination and creativity.
The land could oﬀer only scarce natural resources
like bitumen springs at Hit, on the Euphrates, and the so-
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called Mosul marble at Mosul, on the Tigris. Bitumen was
used in the liquid state as slime for waterprooﬁng boats,
baskets, and buildings, or utilized in a solid state as pitch:
mortar in brickwork or adhesive in jewelry to glue various
inlays (precious metals, shells, gemstones) to statues and
furniture. Mosul marble served for statues or construction elements. All the rest had to be obtained from clay,
water, and reeds.
Clay was transformed into bricks for construction,
into pottery items, tools (sickles, weights for ﬁsh nets),
votive statues, or tablets, which continue to whisper their
enchanted tales. It also served as mortar and plaster.
Water promoted irrigation, ﬁshing, and commerce;
it was also consumed for drinking and household needs.
Reeds were made into baskets, fences, furniture,
huts, and boats. Scribes used a stylus, which is a reed pen.
Reed workers wove mats.
This drastic lack of raw materials is illustrated in the
Sumerian poem “Bilgames and Humbaba,” which describes
a hazardous journey to the Cedar Mountain. Highlands
are habitually associated with distant and hostile territory. The governor of Uruk Bilgames, who had set his mind
on erecting a temple, needed a load of cedars for rooﬁng.
His bosom friend Enkidu and only ﬁfty bachelor warriors
accompanied him.
The Cedar Mountain was guarded by the sinister demon Humbaba. When the lord of the forest appeared, dis-
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turbed by the roar of felled trees, the Sumerian hero tried
to talk him out of his rage by oﬀering his sisters as brides
and a barter deal for a load of timber.
In the course of negotiations, Bilgames seized an
opportunity to assault Humbaba and take him prisoner.
Though the governor wanted to spare the demon’s life,
Enkidu insisted on killing an unarmed man.
Though the end of the story is missing, it would
surely ﬁnish in an optimistic tone. We can assume that the
adventurers managed to carry the logs to the riverbank,
placed them on inﬂated skins, and sailed downstream to
their hometown.
The poem conveys a message that even though unknown locations seemed scary, it was necessary to reach
them. There were two options: submit them to military or
link them commercially.

Buy the B&N ePub version at:http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dawn-and-sunset-mic
hael-baizerman/1111400577?ean=2940015922912
Buy the Kindle version at:http://www.amazon.com/Dawn-Sunset-Mesopotamian-Civi
lization-ebook/dp/B00A2ZMVR8/

