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Foreword

BY HON. GOUGH WHITLAM AC QC,

FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA (FROM 1972 TO 1975)

For more than four centuries French statesmen and diplo-

matists have inspired the world with elegant aphorisms. I am

flattered to be asked to introduce a collection of aphorisms by

the author of this book, who has lived in Sydney from January

2001 to July 2004.

In 1972 France’s representatives in Australia were impressed

by my response to the announcement by the Prime Minister who

preceded me that the elections to the House of Representatives

would be held on December 2nd. I pointed out that it was the

anniversary of the battle of Austerlitz, where Napoleon I,

Emperor of the French, defeated the ramshackle and reactionary

coalition of Franz I, Emperor of Austria, and Alexander I,

Emperor of Russia. In 1989 the Australian Foreign Minister,

Gareth Evans, highlighted my support for an event which

occurred in France sixteen years before Austerlitz. He chose me



as the President of Honor of the Australian National Council for

the Celebration of the Bicentenary of the French Revolution 1989.

During the author of this book’s residence in Sydney there

has been a remarkable resurgence of interest in French

exploration of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. In 2001 the

helicopter-carrier Jeanne-d’Arc visited Sydney to celebrate the

Centenary of the Federation of the Australian colonies. In 2002 at

many of Sydney’s cultural institutions there were exhibitions to

commemorate the bicentennial of the sojourn of Nicolas-Thomas

Baudin and Louis-Claude de Saulces de Freycinet in Sydney.

At a time when there has been tension in Australia about the

propriety of engaging in overseas wars, it is salutary to recall that

by far the largest Australian military commitments and casualties

were in France in World War I, when Australia’s population was

only one quarter as large as it is today.

The people of Sydney have been fortunate to have in the

author of this book a French person who was educated in

southern France, Iowa (U.S.A.), and Cambridge (U.K.) and who

has worked in Leningrad, Madrid, Warsaw, Vienna, Geneva, New

York, and Tel Aviv. All these places are relevant in debates taking

place in Australia today. His succinct thoughts are soundly based

and should be widely quoted.

Gough Whitlam, May 2004
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Preface

As the Japanese haiku writer, the diplomat is most often

encouraged by necessity to concentrate his or her thoughts into

very few words. This requirement for clarity and simplicity is

enhanced by today’s media-driven world: long sentences in fact

sentence you to indifference or oblivion.

The present volume is the result of several years of my

observation and listening, spanning from 1989 to 2008, in

successive multilateral or bilateral jobs in Geneva, New York, Tel

Aviv, and Sydney. The following aphorisms or one-liners have

been inspired to me by involuntary slips of the tongue,

associations of ideas or wordplays. They are meant to show that,

even when dealing with serious subjects, some sense of humor

allows one to keep things in perspective. If anyone mentioned or

alluded to in this book felt offended, this would be unintentional

on the part of the author.

As a French international worker trained to use the English

language, I have attempted both to take advantage of the amazing



flexibility of that international idiom and to express some

perceptions that my national culture has perhaps prepared me to

feel more acutely than non-French observers. This is said with

the utmost humility and modesty, in order to contradict the

reputed arrogance that my unfortunate fellow countrymen have

been thought to be prone to display.

The various chapters of this book have been arranged

according to reverse chronological order, like in resumes, so as

to go from the more recent to the more distant memories. The

latter ones may include more “private” jokes covering less public

subjects and requiring some endnotes, as Chapter 2 may need for

a non-Australian public.

The Chapter called ‘‘Addendum’’ is a collection of aphorisms,

quotes and jokes which have been forwarded to me by friends on

the Internet, and whose authors remain anonymous. I do not

claim authorship of any of them but wish to pay tribute to their

actual authors for their sense of humor.

The last Chapter is devoted to some untranslatable French

puns, which may appeal to the French-speakers among the

readers.

xiv The Weak Send Rocks, The Strong Send Rockets



1International Aphorisms
(Geneva, 2004–2008)

1 – INTERNATIONAL BITS AND PEACE

With an African-American president,

will the White House need to be renamed?

A new motto for American leisure-seekers:

“Yes, week-end.”

In international relations, some resort to force, others to farce.

The nonproliferation regime is not liked by proliferating

regimes.

Global warming makes people get cold feet.

There is also a political climate change.

Those who try to make some states, failed states

sometimes succeed.

In a financial crisis, the main task for all is: “Save the savings!”



With the international financial crisis, golden parachutes

no longer guarantee a soft landing.

Some “freedom fighters” actually fight not for freedom but

against it.

A few terrorists have taken a pilot crash course.

Every one has his/her own bin laden with trash.

With regard to terrorism, one should have a ground zero

tolerance.

A post-9/11 prayer: “Have mercy on U.S.”

The George W. Bush administration had its pros and neocons.

The international community wanted to ban weapons of mass

destruction. Then it went after the destruction of the Taliban’s

weapons.

Terrorism is a third-world phenomenon.

This is a third-World War.

The one good thing about suicide bombers: they cannot be

multiple offenders.

With Air Marshals on some flights, if you meet a friend named

Jack on a plane, don’t say “Hi!” to him.

Some countries are run by butchers.

They make you want to become vegetarian.
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Although it was run by the Baath Party,

the Iraqi regime was not clean.

An American war in Iraq without the U.N.

was UN-American.

After eliminating pockets of resistance in Iraq,

the U.S. had to put its hand in its pockets for reconstruction.

Developing countries need experts on exports

and not the export of experts.

In Iraq, American soldiers are fed up with their combat

uniform. This phenomenon is called “fatigue fatigue.”

The U.S. has unilateral relations with all the countries of

the world.

Dubbing a president “Dubya” was dubious.

Some guided missiles are sent by misguided leaders.

Some Palestinians would have liked to see Sharon stoned.

A lesson sometimes forgotten: if you send your troops for a trip

they may trip into a trap.

The message from many French voters: “Write off Le Pen.”1

The French eat snails because they don’t like fast food.

A child who had a grandmother in Poland was asked how he

called her. He answered, “On the phone.”
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Debt
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New job prospects in Europe:

mad-cowboy, foot-and-mouth doctor.

Let us be frank:

the euro is a success.

In some countries, women are sentenced to be stoned.

Those countries are still in the Stone Age.

A solution to hunger in the world is food for thought

but has to be palatable.

Baghdad,

Bad guy,

Body bags.

Now that there are casinos in Moscow,

you can play Russian roulette safely.

A change of régime:

some countries used to be run by counts,

now they are run by accountants.

Cultural differences between Europeans and Americans:

we like opera; they prefer Oprah.2

Will a wider Europe be a wilder Europe?

An ailing Pope in Rome:

it’s the Holy Wait and See.
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Baghdad
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How is it possible to be upbeat on Downing Street?

A conference was bogged down on procedure:

it argued about paragraph 2 b) or not 2 b).

There should be red lines for the Red Cross not to cross.

One military said, “Those who want to ban mines are not

friends of mine.”

What makes some governments irate: IRA, Iran, Iraq.

Those who want to enrich uranium

run the risk of impoverishing their countries.

In negotiating a peace accord, some pursue ideals,

others just deals.

I don’t like soccer:

it’s is not my World Cup of tea.
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Supporter
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2 – ASIA

Korea is the soul of Asia.

A President named Megawati could not lack energy.

In Japan, ‘r’ and ‘l’ are often confused. That’s why they like

general elections.

Bangkok has friendly ties with many people.

Japan preserved its civilization:

it didn’t change it one Toyota.

Heard on the radio in Fiji:

“A new government plan on water distribution is in the

pipeline.”

Turkey was called “the sick man of Europe.”

India is the Sikh man of Asia.

Australia should not be timorous about Timor.

In the United Arab Emirates,

you Dubai tax-free goods.

Muslim countries are conservative:

nothing new under the Sunni.

China is fragile and can break up.
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Rapid Growth
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