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M

ost people, as they travel between
places, are only concerned with
getting from one place to another
quickly and safely. I have to admit,
that usually, I am one of those people.
Today though, as I was driving somewhere
between Tambo and Blackall, I saw in the distance a
great big old tree. There were no other trees around
it; in fact, there were no other trees for kilometres in
any direction. As I drove along, I started to remember
another big old tree that I used to play under when I
was a little girl—a place where I felt safe and loved,
the place where I first met my guardian angel. “It
has been such a long time since I thought of that
game!” I said to myself.
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“What an amazing tree!” As I drove closer and
closer, I started to wonder whether the tree was
lonely growing there all by itself. I thought, Surely,
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a tree as old and as big as that one must know a lot
about the world, and maybe it might like to share
what it knows. Perhaps this makes the tree lonely.
I decided then and there, when the tree was almost
level with my car, that I would stop and have my
lunch with this old tree to keep it company for a
little while and to remember my childhood game.
So, I pulled the car off to the side of the road and
just looked in the direction of the tree.
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