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…………
“EASY SPOKEN ENGLISH”
…………
…………
“For everyone who wants to speak English, or any other language, quickly and easily,
without learning grammar, this book’s method is all you need.
Then, with the help of any native speaker, you can quickly perfect your Spoken English
or any other language”
“If you’re an independent private language tutor, or you work for a language school
with private or small-class groups, this book contains all the necessary and essential
material for your personal use with your clients, as you help them to perfect their Spoken
English or any other language.”
“If you’ve developed material of your own over the course of your language teaching
career, then this book’s content will further enhance and complete whatever programs
you’ve created on your own as a language specialist.”
My clients and I always agree about one thing: «You learn Spoken English much faster
by talking about yourself, than when reading about fictitious characters in a book, or just
doing grammar lessons.»
«All over the world, four and five year-old children speak their native languages
fluently. These children can't read or write, and they have no idea what grammar is, but
their spoken language is perfect, and your Spoken English can be too!»
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“AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION”
………..
…………
“Although this book isn’t extensive text-wise, that’s because it’s here to help you write a
much more extensive text telling the story of your life. That’s the text that’ll show you how to
speak fluently in English, and any other languages you want to learn.
So here you go, find yourself an English person, or a native-speaker of any language you
want to learn, someone who can be your teacher for a short period of time, talk about your life
with them, talk to them about their life, get it all written down in normal Spoken English with
their help, or in the language you want to learn, read it over to perfect your pronunciation, and
English, or the language you choose to work on, will become one more language that’s part of
your day-to-day life.
Learning Spoken English, and any other language, can be done simply and practically using
the method presented in this book, as opposed to spending months, if not years studying
grammar and fictitious situations in lengthy and time consuming courses, which focus on
numerous workbooks which have no relevance to your real-life situation.
Although this book is written initially in English, the spoken language method it presents can
definitely be applied to any other language you want to learn.
As it’s author, I developed this program over many years while working as an English
Conversation teacher.
First I wrote and developed a series of adult education text-books for small groups with a
maximum of ten students per class. These groups often eventually consisted of only five or six
students, with all course lessons being of three hours duration. Classes met once a week, initially
for 10 weeks, or 30 hours of lessons. As the text-books developed, the courses became 25 weeks
in length, or 75 hours of lessons.
The key to the success of these initial courses for everyone who took them, was the fact that
the lessons lasted a full three hours, as opposed to the classic ’academic’ hour of 45 minutes, or
even a 90 minute class, which is the time frame used by most commercial language institutes.
In recent years I’ve learned that our brain functions in the following way when learning a
language. During the first 45 minutes, it warms up, and if the class stops there, it quickly
forgets most of what has been presented…(This in fact applies to a 90 minute class also). But
when the class time is extended to 180 minutes, or three hours, then in the second 90 minutes
the brain really kicks in and actually retains the information.
It’s sort of like what happens when we go to the gym to work out. We do an initial warm-up
period, which just activates our body but doesn’t really do any constructive muscle building.
Once we’ve warmed up, then the body starts to enjoy the experience, and gathers and retains
strength from the time we spend on our sports program. A good long workout will leave you
feeling tired, but your body will retain the strength and grow stronger with every training
session.
The same thing happens to our brain when we study a language. It warms up in 45-90
minutes, and if we do a further 90 minutes of language study once our brain is well activated,
then the language material we learn in the 3-hour session is retained and is there for us to build
on at the next class.
All my initial adult students saw very good progress in their Spoken English, even though
they were only taking one 3-hour class per week. They were all working at jobs where they used

their Spoken English each day, and they gave themselves maximum exposure to English media
through television and newspapers outside of class time as well. So the language progress they
made in each 3-hour class was retained and reinforced from one lesson to the next.
Then, a few years later, I began working exclusively with private clients on home-stay
programs. These clients came to stay with me for periods of 1-2 weeks, during which we did 15
hours of private Spoken English lessons per week, each lesson being of 3 hours duration. We
used the same basic format that I had developed for the small groups, with clients talking about
themselves and their lives, and asking me questions about my life.
It was simply normal
conversation between two people on average daily topics, which is what any spoken language
consists of!
So this book presents the course outline of what I have perfected over 20+ years, working
with small groups and private clients. The lessons as presented can be used when working with
children or adults.
You, the teacher, simply animate conversation with your student, write down each sentence
the student says which requires some perfecting in it’s structure or pronunciation, and slowly but
surely the student ends up writing their own personal life story in English, or whatever language
they’re learning. Then they can carry on with their new language outside of the lessons, and talk
every day with other speakers of the language they’re learning.
I found that, generally, as I animated conversation and listened to my students, in 15-20
minutes I’d fill up one 8”x11” page with double-spaced sentences. Each time we had a full page,
I’d let the student read the page back to me, to check their pronunciation.
At each new class, the student came with a page or so of written diary, which mentioned what
they’d done since the last class. Then I asked them questions about what their diary expressed, to
keep our dialogue mainly in the present and relating to their every day activities.
I also asked students to always come to each lesson with five new questions to ask me, since
a natural part of any normal conversation consists of questions that flow back and forth between
the people who are talking. Over the weeks of their course, clients built up a bank of the normal
questions they liked to ask people in daily conversation, and I made sure that all their favorite
questions were correctly written in Spoken English.
The first section of this book presents all major content from the first series of text-books I
wrote for small adult groups. The lessons progress in such a way as to focus on the student’s life
and family, then on normal activities which a person involves themselves with over time. The
first six lessons should be used over 5 or 6 three-hour classes, to build the foundation of a
person’s self-presentation in their new language. At that point, a student is often already
conversant, and may simply continue learning on their own.
If the client or clients have the time for extended private or semi-private lessons, the lessons
could continue for up to four or five weeks or longer, as the client decides, with up to 5 threehour classes per week. The clients eventually decide themselves at which point there isn’t any
real need for further lessons.”
Paul Tagney

…………
Language Assessment Questions
…………
…………
Here’s a list of questions you can use, to do a quick assessment of a student’s level of
Spoken English before they begin their course with you, and ask the student to always
answer with a full sentence, rather than just a word or two.
1) What’s your name?
2) Where do you live?
3) Do you have a job?
Students who can only answer these three questions are at the basic beginner level.
4) What did you do today?
5) How did you get here today?
6) Why do you want to take this course?
Students who can comfortably answer these questions are at an upper beginner level.
7) What did you eat for dinner last night?
8) What is or was your best subject at school?
9) What do you do with your spare time on weekends?
10) Where did you go for your last holiday?
Students who respond well to these four questions are often basic intermediate speakers.
11) Where did you say you lived, and how long have you been living there?
12) Have you ever taken private or small group courses before in anything?
13) When you become fluent in English, what effect will it have on your life?
14) What would you do if it rained tomorrow?
Students who reply well with full sentences to these questions are probably already upper
intermediate to basic advanced, and should progess rapidly to fluency in English

…………
EASY SPOKEN ENGLISH:PART ONE
…………
FIRST LESSON:
…………
SELF-INTRODUCTION
…………
…………
The student does a self-presentation, answering the following questions:
1)“What’s your name?” 2)“What’s your address?”, 3)“What’s your telephone number?”
Then they go on to speak about who they’re living with, friends, or family, or alone. Let them
describe their home itself, house or apartment, the different rooms, heating system, exterior
finishing, the property itself, where in the city or town it’s located, how to get there, public
transportation, mail service, how long they’ve lived there.
Also ask them to speak about immediate and extended family including children, parents,
grandparents, sisters and brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces, in-laws. Get them to
say these relatives’ names, where they all live, what they do, some fun things the student has
done with some of them, and who’s their favorite relative.
As the student speaks about home and family, the tutor writes down all full-sentence
answers that need perfecting in any way, such as word endings, pronunciation, or word order.
Sentences which are said correctly needn’t be written.
Once the student has talked about himself or herself, their home and family, let them ask you,
the teacher, the same sort of questions.
Then they‘ll be ready to ask these initial questions correctly to anyone later on.
Get each student to talk about why they’re taking this Spoken English course, how it’ll help
them in their daily life, and what goals it’ll help them to achieve.
There should be quite a few good pages of sentences about the student, their home and their
family by the time the first 3-hour lesson finishes.
And they’ll have practiced reading the pages back to you, their teacher, for perfecting their
pronunciation.
…………
SECOND LESSON
…………
YOUR JOB AND HOBBIES
…………
…………
“Always start each lesson by quickly reading over your pages from the previous class.”
Then read the short diary sentences that you’ve written about what you did since the first
lesson ended. The teacher will put all these sentences into perfected English for you, of course.
He or she will also ask you a few questions about the content of your journal.
This gets you speaking about yourself and your daily life, and that’s what we want!!
You’ll also have written five different questions on topics of your own choice to ask your
teacher. These questions will be answered for you, and the way your questions are presented
will be perfected if necessary too.
Then you’ll go on to talk about a couple of new topics: your job and your hobbies.
1) What’s your present or most recent job?

2) Do you work for yourself, or a company?
3) You work days, evenings or nights?
4) What type of work do you do?
5) What‘s the company product?
6) Do you work full-time or part-time?
7) Where’s your work-place ?
8) Is it a comfortable, safe work-environment?
9) Who do you work with?
10) Do you spend time outside work with your co-workers?
11) Do you like your job?
12) What other jobs have you had?
13) How long did they last, and why did you leave?
14) Is there another sort of job you’d like to have?
15) What questions do you usually ask or get asked at work?
16) What do you do with your spare time?
17) Did you have a childhood hobby ?
18) Do you have a collection of anything?
Once again, you’ll end the class with all this information about yourself correctly written in
casual “Spoken English “.
You’ll have read it all back for the teacher to perfect your accent for you.
If you have time towards the end of your three-hour lesson, you can ask the teacher some
questions on the same topics.
…………
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