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Dedication

These animal stories are dedicated to our nine children and grandchildren in Finland, USA and Italy,
with whom many stories of nature have been told and discussed. The human race and animals have
many common characteristics, a fact which makes animal stories so easy to understand and embrace.
Kauko Lehti
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Beautiful Animal Stories for Good Children
Lion and Peacock were living in the same big forest. One day, Lion, the king of all animals, said to
Peacock: “You are certainly lucky to have such a beautiful tail. And with those wings you can fly
wherever you like. You don’t need to scramble through the bushes and the dry desert. Just spread
your wings, flap a few times, and there you go. I wish I also had wings, as I am getting bored with
my life.”
Peacock, who considered himself to be the grandest creature among all the animals in this forest, did
not quite like the idea that Lion was admiring his tail and wings. Was Lion planning to harm him?
What might be in his evil mind? Being afraid of Lion, Peacock decided to flatter him and replied: “If
I were you, I would be happy to have your voice. Your growling shows that you are truly the king of
all animals. When it comes to my tail, it is quite uncomfortable since I must keep it tidy and neat at
all times. I need to groom it at least once a day. But your tail is so easy to keep clean and good-looking.” Lion was happy to hear that Peacock, who was considered the dandy of this forest, liked his appearance so much. Perhaps Peacock was ready to trade some body parts with him. Perhaps just as a
loan for a while. Lion decided to offer Peacock his growl and tail, if Peacock, in turn, gave him his
tail and wings.
The next morning Lion headed to the opening in the forest where Peacock usually spent his day with
his hens. He met Peacock walking up and down the trail, taking each step very carefully and keeping
his head up in a proud manner. He kept his tail spread open like a colorful fan.
“Good morning, my dear friend,” said Lion to Peacock. “You look very pretty today.” Peacock was
pleased to hear what Lion said. He spread his tail even wider and beat his wings to show that they
were good for flying. Lion had also been grooming himself and especially his tail, not to mention
clearing his throat to have a deep, threatening growl.
“Since you so much admire my clean and slender tail and my growl, I would like to suggest, dear
Peacock, that we play Animal Transformer and change some body parts, at least for a short time. I
will give you my tail if you give me yours. Also, you said you respect my voice. I would like to trade
it for your wings if you agree.”
Peacock was relieved that Lion only wanted to change some body parts for a short period and not to
cause any harm as he had thought yesterday.
They decided to make the deal right there. Lion now had a huge fan-like tail and strong wings, but
he had lost his voice. Peacock got the slim tail with a brush at the end and a scary, low, growling
voice that certainly all animals in the forest would respect. Peacock had lost his wings, but he did not
care. He did not use them much, anyway.
The whole afternoon Lion was testing and practicing his new body parts. He was very fond of the
new wings. He was not sure how to use them, but Peacock had said they were good for flying so all
he needed now was practice.
The next morning Lion got up very early. He decided to give a good show for all the animals of this
forest. He invited them to come and witness how he, king of all animals, could also fly, if he wanted
to. It was agreed that all the animals gather at the foot of the big hill and Lion would give them a
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