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Chapter One
Memories of childhood shape a life. I have fond memories
when stretching my mind back for a ride to my earliest years. I
used to dream about being a major league baseball star. Some children dream of being in Hollywood, or becoming policemen or
firemen. Most of these dreams fizzle with age, but we can fondly
look back at the precariousness of such impressionable minds and
wonder if it’s possible to recapture those glory days.
My dreams faded with age, my baseball aspirations swallowed
by statistics. However, some children are consumed by fantastic
visions, obsessively shadowing them until they’re captured. These
children become overpowered by such fantasies, which eventually
merge with their lives. I was married to such a girl for five years.
Her name was Tracy.
A monkey traveling around the country in a purple van existed
as a childhood fantasy so authentic that Tracy never brushed it
aside, nor did she grow out of it. Her childhood dissolved, but
there remained the dream of traveling around the country in the
purple van with the monkey. This purple metallic van contained a
bed and a kitchen. The monkey would awaken Tracy every morning for breakfast, which was when they’d plan their day. They had
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the freedom to travel where and when they chose. Even though this
was merely a little girl’s fantasy, she never forgot it.
The year was 1991 when Tracy and I landed in Florida, which
was our first vacation together. Her cousin Dave and his wife
Cindy played host in Jacksonville and presented us with our own
wing to settle into. The following day they invited us to bathe in
their outdoor whirlpool on a seventy-degree February day while
they peddled away on bikes.
While reclining in the rough waters, a brilliant winter sun shining on our faces, we agreed that there had to be another way to
live. Tracy began reading the real estate section of the local paper.
We were encouraged by the fact that the cost of housing was considerably less than the numbers we were used to seeing and went
off on a tangent, discussing our options. One such option had us
working Connecticut wages to pay for a small mortgage in Florida.
Well, it made perfect sense in that soothing whirlpool. It was
merely an alternative, and it opened our minds. This type of thinking drove us to seek more in our lives.
That afternoon, we realized that our options could be endless.
Settling on our present situation wouldn’t suffice. But at dinner
that evening, it appeared that Tracy had taken this too far. Dave
and Cindy had placed a nice spread on the table, and we began to
get delirious.
“I’ve always wanted to go to Washington,” Tracy insisted.
“Me too,” I agreed, “and I really want to see Colorado.”
Pictures of massive mountains filled my head, triggering a
smile at the thought. Prior to Florida, and aside from a 1984 trip to
the Bahamas, I hadn’t been out of New England. I had always
wondered what it would be like to motor along the roadways
through different states, answering to no one. The mere thought of
it felt so wild and free.
“I’ve always wanted to see the Grand Canyon,” Tracy continued. “And Mount Rushmore...definitely Mount Rushmore.” She
had experienced California and Colorado in her younger days, via
family getaways, but her image of the west was unfocused, due to
how young she had been during these visits.
“I’d do anything to get to California,” I said.
Dave and Cindy glanced back and forth at us, as if viewing a
tennis match. Our emotions soared, even though these ideas ex2
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ceeded our means, or seemingly so, before Tracy took a giant step
forward.
“Let’s quit our jobs and see all the states,” she decided. “We’ll
take a year.” Her high cheekbones jerked higher, her smile brightened the room, and her blue eyes mixed joy with joke, although I
couldn’t confirm the latter ingredient.
“Yeah,” I exclaimed, but with unconvinced excitement. “Let’s
do it.”
Dave and Cindy chuckled. I had trouble believing we could
migrate across the country to California, never mind all the states,
but what a thrill to merely discuss our dreams.
The following evening, Dave and Cindy invited us to a fine
restaurant on the water, where my horizons broadened the moment
I stuck a chunk of breaded alligator between my jaws. Normally, if
it didn’t resemble a burger, I would thumb my nose at it. But as we
rode home, Tracy spoke of the dream with renewed excitement.
However, talk is cheap, and I decided the fun was over when a
dose of reality splashed me in the face. This had gone far enough.
“No way,” I said. “That’s impossible. We can’t afford that.
What are we going to do, stay in a motel every night?”
“We’ll get an RV,” she answered.
“Get a what?”
“A recreational vehicle; a motorhome. It has a bed, a kitchen,
and a bathroom.”
“I can’t drive something that big,” I admitted. “That’s why I
drive a Sprint.”
“They come in all sizes,” she insisted. “My father’s friend, Gil,
has a bed, a kitchen, and a bathroom in his van. We don’t have to
get something that’s outrageous to drive.”
I began mulling it over, but additional doubts surfaced. I started
deflating, but curiosity kept me hyped. “How much do these things
cost? We can’t afford something like that.”
Tracy always accused me of making assertions about situations
I knew nothing about. I didn’t think we could afford anything so
involved, so I went with that argument.
“We can buy a used RV in the newspaper,” she said. “It
doesn’t have to be brand new.”
“But what about insurance? It’ll cost a fortune to insure, and
then we wouldn’t be able to afford health insurance.”
3
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Tracy turned her head away for a moment in disbelief or
thought, but faced me again after her short retreat. “There are temporary health plans,” she continued, “and maybe our group plans
can be continued for a while after we leave our jobs. Information is
free, so we should at least look into it.”
I simply couldn’t fathom quitting the security of our jobs and
traveling for an entire year. This was ludicrous, and not having a
paycheck every two weeks fueled my fire. We were in debt. Only
wealthy or retired people could pull this off. We could not do this.
We had no money, and we’d need lots of it. Who were we?
Then I envisioned trudging into work the following Monday. I
tensed while thinking about it, but with the shape of the economy, I
thought I should be satisfied with just having a job. That’s when a
shock wave jolted me, and I realized that maybe I wasn’t as fortunate as I had believed. Managers reminded us that we should consider ourselves lucky to have jobs. People struggle all year at jobs
they despise for a week or two of vacation, which breezes by more
rapidly than the work week. Tracy and I constituted living proof.
I moved onto the possibility of quitting that job and taking off;
chucking it all, hitting the road, and becoming radical. The thought
alone was certainly an adrenaline rush. However, it would entail
further convincing from this girl who had a childhood fantasy to
fulfill.
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