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Although I never knew her,
as she lived before my time,
this book belongs to her and is written
with the author’s utmost respect
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Prologue

O

n a large ranch in Oklahoma, Lucille Mulhall was learning to
do cowboy chores. What most cowhands do everyday such as:
roping, training horses, and branding cattle were what Lucille
loved. Chores were not work at all, not to Lucille. She loved living on
the ranch and its way of life. Lucille didn’t understand society’s rules.
Girls didn’t become ranch-hands, they didn’t ride astride horses; girls
didn’t wear slacks, get dirty, take a tumble from a green broke horse,
and race like lightning through the prairie after some wild wolf… or
did they? These were the activities Lucille loved. During Lucille’s time,
women didn’t have many opportunities to make a living especially from
ranching, which required many physical, athletic abilities. If the world
left Lucille alone, she would have become one of the best and happiest
ranchers. The world didn’t leave her alone. Instead, it opened the door to
a new world and Lucille was forced to find an outlet in the world of show
business. Show business opened the door to Lucille Mulhall by giving
her a chance to demonstrate her ranching skills and athletic abilities.
With promotional pushes from her father, Colonel Zack Mulhall, she hit
the road performing. From steer roping competitions to vaudeville acts,
Lucille Mulhall performed. Everywhere she entertains, throughout the
country in county fairs and presidential palaces, the public adored her.
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Lucille Mulhall grew up and became an exceptional entertainer and
an athlete ahead of her time. At the beginning of the twentieth century up
to 1918, just before World War I, there were many Wild West shows. The
Mulhall’s show became one of them.
Recognizing his daughter’s talent, her father, Colonel Zack Mulhall,
made Lucille the star of his family’s show. Lucille’s performance with the
Mulhall’s family shows was seen and enjoyed by thousands of fans across
the country. Lucille performed her acts on vaudeville, but she truly loved
to compete in competitions. Her specialty happened to be steer roping.
Living on a ranch was hard, tedious work. Each cowboy crafted his
special skills, which he formed as his gift of art. Some handled horses,
bred, raise, and trained them, each requiring separate skills. Others work
cattle, roped them, separating one from the herd, branded, dehorned, and
geld the cattle. Each cowboy acquired his unique ability.
As a way to entertain themselves, cowboys held friendly competitions
with each other. These contests consisted of various chores that the cowboy
perfected as his unique craft. Once a year, usually on the Fourth of July,
communities would invite neighboring ranches to compete against each
other. These competitions grow into what became known as rodeos. Early
rodeos became part of the Wild West shows. Competitors traveled with
the show participating in acts and competing in separate events.
Lucille Mulhall competed in steer roping with men, tying down large
steers, some as large as 1500 pounds, and she won, too! The Wild West
shows and competing in contest events encouraged Lucille Mulhall to
become one of the most competitive athletes of her time.
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Introduction

L

ucille Mulhall was a highly regarded Wild West performer and
athlete. Her Wild West days as a performer peaked at the beginning
of the twentieth century and ended just before World War I. She
continued participating in competitions and promoting rodeo contest
events throughout her life. Lucille, was not so very different than other
girls who also grew up and loved living on a large ranch. Issues expressed
in this insert, such as: living in a man’s world, having to be as good or better
to prove yourself, and having a mother who wished her daughter would
have jumped rope instead of roping steers applies to Lucille Mulhall.
“I remember being happiest at the ranch, until I was sixteen or so. I
could ride, pump gas, load hay, and even drive a tractor all day if I had to.
You see, I was a girl in a man’s world. I knew that from the start.
Early on, I petted my horses, taught them to pick up their feet, one at
a time, while the boys rested. I snuck out and walked the half mile to the
barn. When they decided to go back to work, I was ready with my horse,
‘Pal’! Most just smiled or scratched their heads. Some wondered why I
was always ready. I was the only girl for miles upon miles. Besides, on a
horse I could ride as long and as hard as any hand. I was careful not to let
even one of them do more than me.
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I was open to being shown how to do things like finding the cattle
to bring them in when needed. I made sure to pick out one of the older
cowhands to show me how to be a good hand.
One of my favorite cowhands was Bob; he knew his way around
horses and cattle.. If he had to, he would save the grain until harvest. That
was one of many things I learned from Bob.
My father loved all three children. We were learning to be good hands.
Mother, she did her job and wished I would help her, instead of hanging
out with the hands.” 1
The insert referred to the 1930s through the 50s. Lucille Mulhall lived
in the early 1900s until the mid-1940s.
The love of the ranch and doing cowboys jobs was a crucial part of her
life. She knew no other way and loved the life given to her. Lucille had a
dominating father who pushed her into show business and competitions
early on. Show business and competitions truly were what Lucille Mulhall
loved and they were all she had to make a living in a man’s world. Please,
join me in the journey of one of the most fascinating women of the twentieth
century, Lucille Mulhall: An Athlete Of Her Time.
Cynthia Kay Rhodes

1
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Chapter One
Colonel ZACK MULHALL

T

here were several influential men in Lucille Mulhall’s life: Charley
Mulhall, her half- brother, Martin Van Bergen, her first husband,
Tom Burnett, her second husband, but no one who dominated
her as much as her father, Colonel Zack Mulhall. Zack Mulhall’s drive,
athletic abilities, and natural gift with handling animals were taught to
his children. A desire to be successful and a heart full of determination
enabled him to take on many challenges that were coupled with his
success. His attributes were apparent in his children, but it was Lucille
who shined the brightest. Her father encouraged and recognized Lucille’s
talents. He was determined to make her a star, a star of all the states and
of the world.
Zack Mulhall’s given name was Zachariah P. Vandeveer. He was
born on September 22, 1847, it was uncertain if he was born in Texas or
Missouri. According to one source, Zachariah P. Vandeveer’s birth was in
Cooper County, Missouri.2 Another states “Mulhall was born on a prairie
schooner on a Texas cattle trail in 1847, and while an infant was taken
2
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to New Orleans.”3 He often claimed he was born in Texas. There is little
doubt he spent his early childhood in Texas.
While he was a child in Texas, his mother, Malinda Loving Vandeveer,
died. After the death of his mother, his father, Mr. Vandeveer, took him
to Missouri where Mr. Vandeveer’s sister lived. On their way to Missouri,
Mr. Vandeveer became ill with yellow fever. He died in New Orleans in
1855. The cholera, yellow fever epidemic of 1848 in New Orleans killed
Zack’s father thereby leaving him with no other family members.4 It is not
known how Zack arrived in St. Louis, but here is an account of the story
worth speculating. Zack’s Negro mammy, “through the tragic remains of
pestilence, carried the boy up the Mississippi, and somehow, in St. Louis,
managed to locate relatives she knew he had there.”5
Zachariah P. Vandeveer’s aunt, who lived in St. Louis, raised him and
gave him her married name of Mulhall. Zack kept his new name Mulhall
for the rest of his life.
The Mulhalls were Irish Catholics, they saw to it their children were
raised as Catholics. Zack attended Notre Dame for a few semesters, but
he didn’t complete his schooling. He was extremely athletic and played
professional baseball for a while, as a young man, he had gifts in the area
of handling horses too. Zack hung around the racetracks in St. Louis and
developed an eye for horses. He soon participated in riding and training
racehorses. He got a job transporting livestock on to the ferry boats on the
St. Louis River front. Later, he worked as an agent for a railroad company
transporting cattle.
Zack Mulhall’s life was filled of controversies. His marriage was just
the beginning of many scandals that seemed to follow him throughout
his life. At the age of twenty-eight, in 1875, he married a sixteen-year-old
girl named Mary Agnes Locke. Mary Agnes Locke was also an orphan
3
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who was taken in by the Mulhall family. Mary Agnes Locke was related
to Mr. Joseph Mulhall. Zack and Mary Agnes Locke were not related by
blood, and there were no legal paperwork to show the Mulhall officially
adopted the two orphans. They did live under the same roof as brother
and sister and that was enough to raise an eyebrow or two in the city of
St. Louis.
Mary Agnes Locke was a fine student. She graduated from St. Mary’s
Notre Dame; soon afterwards, she married Zack Mulhall.
Colonel Zack Mulhall was full of adventures and large dreams. One
of his dreams was to own a huge cattle ranch in Texas. Texas was the
location of most of the large cattle ranches, but it was a long way from
St. Louis, Missouri. Indian Territory was closer and tempted Zack Mulhal
even more.
With a heart filled with desire, Zack Mulhall moved to the unassigned
lands of Indian Territory. He was an assistant livestock agent for the Santa
Fe Railroad. It had a north and south main track line that plowed through
the center of the unassigned lands. Zack Mulhall was in charge of moving
the cattle from the train when railcars were in short supply or when the
cattle needed to rest from their travels. He transferred beef cattle arriving
in St. Louis. Most of the cattle were from Texas on their way east to Chicago
and then traveling on to New York to be butchered.
Before the railroads cut across Indian Territory, cowboys physically
drove their cattle to markets. Ranchers, many of them Texans, drove their
livestock through Indian Territory on horseback in cattle drives. Ranchers
passed through Indian Territory spent days and sometimes weeks grazing
their herds of cattle on Indian land. It was open grassland to cattlemen
who grazed their herds. Some ranchers leased grazing rights from the
Indians who owned the land.
The “unassigned” land was there for the taking or free use for cattle
to graze upon. Many cattlemen were not in favor of the opening of
“unassigned” lands. Their deal with the Indians to lease the grazing rights
would be gone and so would their grazing privileges on Indian land.
3
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The opening of the “unassigned” land was a bad deal for the Indian
people. The Indian people were driven out of the east, southeastern parts
of the United States and out of Texas. Then they were forced to live on
reservations in Indian Territory.
The white settlers were slow to come to Indian Territory, but when
they arrived, they came in overwhelming numbers. In the treaty signed
in 1866, a huge portion of the richest section of Indian Territory was taken
from the Indian people by the United States government. It was to be
used “for future settlement,” which did not include Indians. By the 1870s
and 1880s, this land was still “unassigned.” This vast land was the central
section of the two million acre reserved for Indians. White settlers pressed
Congress to open the “unassigned” lands for their benefits. Others were
demanding the birth of a new state, soon to be Oklahoma.
Colonel Mulhall was ready to act on his dream of building his own
cattle kingdom. He headed toward Indian Territory in the late1880s. Zack
Mulhall bought a huge herd of cattle that grazed on the Cherokees’ land
he leased from them. The “unassigned” part of the land where he also
grazed his cattle was free. It was legal to use this land as long as there
were no improvements made. In order to run his cattle operation, Colonel
Mulhall built a dugout that served as headquarters for himself and his
cowhands.
Due to increased pressure from the white settlers, in 1889, the
government opened the unassigned strip. To determine who received
ownership of the “unassigned” land, a “land run” took place. During
“the run,” Colonel Mulhall rode to the land he had been using and made
his legal claim of one hundred sixty acres.
The cattle business was booming and Zack Mulhall knew it. He
maintained his old ties with the railroad and was clever enough to have
given or sold the right-of-way to the Southern Kansas Railway Company.
Tracks were laid in 1887 on the part of the land Zack Mulhall gave or sold
to the railroad company. He staked his claim directly southwest of the
Alfred water tower.
4
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The Santa Fe Railroad company suggested the town of Alfred
be renamed, because there was already another town with the same
name where the railroad passed through. A railroad station was built
establishing a town site, which was renamed Mulhall after its new mayor,
Colonel Zack Mulhall.
“The vote was unanimous for Mayor Zack Mulhall being elected. He
is well-known throughout the country as an enterprising and influential
man, and with such a man at the helm, the future prosperity of the city is
assured.”6
The developing town of Mulhall held high hopes for expanding.
The location was a busy place with plenty of business opportunities,
especially pertaining to cattle. Buildings were constructed and hundreds
of people were establishing themselves. This was true for other towns
nearby as well, each competing for the government seat in the Territory.
A neighboring town just fourteen miles south named Guthrie defeated
the town of Mulhall as far as population was concerned and it became the
Territory government seat.7
This didn’t deter Col. Zack Mulhall from moving his family and
establishing roots in the town named after him. What mattered more to
Zack Mulhall was the building of stockyards near town. The grasses once
grazed by buffalo became a cattleman’s sea of wealth. Stockyards built on
strong grasses provided cattle an excellent place to graze making them fat
for market shipment. Seeing the opportunities of prosperity and fulfilling
his dream of becoming a cattle rancher, Col. Zack Mulhall bought more
land to increase his wealth. He found the cattle business a means to enlarge
his wealth. He no longer worked for the Santa Fe Railroads; he became
the General Livestock Agent for the Frisco Railroad.

6
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Being the General Livestock Agent for the Frisco Railroad required
additional duties besides shuffling cattle. Serving as General Livestock
Agent for the Frisco Railroad gave Zack Mulhall the authority to issue
warrants to arrest individuals who broke the law. He also involved himself
in governor duties.
“He not only performed duties in connection with movement of stock
but also took an important part in governmental affairs in Oklahoma,
serving on the staff of many territorial governors.”8
When J. C. “Jack” Walton was governor of Oklahoma, he was appointed
as the governor’s bodyguard and escort. Zach Mulhall also put a stop to a
long series of train robberies. One noted train robber was Henry Starr.9
The cattle business was not for any green horn. Indian Territory was
rough and had its share of wranglers and people who stole livestock. In
1889, Col. Zack Mulhall became a victim of a thieving outlaw named, Al
Landers. .
“Cattle King Zack Mulhall was shot by Al Landers and dangerously
wounded last night.”10 Using the power he was given, Zack Mulhall
arrested the man who shot him. “Landers was under arrest upon warrant
sworn out by Mulhall charging him with stealing fifty head of cattle.”11
His new position as general livestock agent kept him away from
home. Ten years after Colonel Zack Mulhall established his homestead,
he became restless. Colonel Zack Mulhall didn’t keep his mind on just
cattle.
Mrs. Agnes Mulhall carried the responsibility of running the ranch
and directing his foreman and cowboys. Mrs. Mulhall was the stability of
the family. According to town residents, “she was an angel of mercy for the
sick and afflicted, traveling about town in her buggy delivering comfort,
food, and home remedies where any were needed. She was a pillar of the
8
9
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Roman Catholic Church and generous with her time and money.”12 Her
daughter, Lucille, thought the world of her mother. “I am crazy about my
mother. She’s a thorough little business woman and just loves her life on
the ranch. When she’s away from it she worries about whether everything
is running smoothly. Occasionally, we coax her to visit us when we make
a town near our home and all the time we try to keep her entertained, for
the minute there’s a fall, she wants to go right back to the ranch.”13
The same cannot be said for Col. Zack Mulhall as far as his reputation
was concerned. Despite his imperfections, family, friends, and employees
noted Zack Mulhall’s extreme generosity and compassion for those who
were in need. His wife and children loved and respect him even though
he tended to dominate them.14
Colonel Mulhall still kept his ties with the railroad, but something
else caught his attention. Maybe it was from his past while he was a
young man living in St. Louis; whatever the cause, the call of the racetrack
taunted him. He spent more time in St. Louis on the racetracks. His ability
to spot horses bred to run became his next investment.
The Mulhall ranch was not only a place to raise cattle; it had cowboys,
cowponies, and thoroughbred colts born to race. The thoroughbreds had
their own barn and professional trainers to care for them, along with
special equipment like chutes and tracks.
Guests who travel through Mulhall found the Mulhall’s home a
welcome sight. The Mulhalls welcomed their guests and kept them fully
entertained and well fed.
Lucille didn’t enjoy their guests. When guests arrive, Lucille had to
change into pretty clothes and be on her best behavior, but that wasn’t
what bothered her. The guests took Lucille away from her riding and
roping and this was a big letdown.
12
13
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The Mulhall ranch raised their hogs, cattle, vegetables, grapes, and
fruits. There were turkeys, chickens, fresh eggs, cream, and homemade
butter. All of this was grown, canned, and butchered on the Mulhall
ranch.
The ranch was heaven to Lucille. She loved the land, the creeks, and
the Canadian River that ran through their ranch. Even more interesting
to Lucille, was the herds of animals, and freedom to be your own person
without having to put on any airs. This was the life for Lucille. She was
content living on a large ranch raising cattle, but that was not what was
to be for Lucille. Her father had other ambitions for her.

Buy the B&N ePub version at:http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lucille-mulhall-cynthia-kay-rhodes/1
029730419?ean=9781612042459
Buy the Kindle version at:http://www.amazon.com/Lucille-Mulhall-Athlete-Time-ebook/dp/B004K
ZQMSA/ref

8

