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ONE

Eclipse and Daris
here was a woman standing on top of a huge skyscraper in
downtown Denver, Colorado. The year was 2016. She was
dressed all in black and wore a thin, black trench coat
because it was a bit cold out, but more, it hid her guns. The city
was abuzz with life and trafﬁc. People were walking the streets
laughing and going about their lives as if nothing was going
on around them. She could hear that they were closing in on
her; she could hear the growling and snarling getting closer and
closer. She had heard claws digging into the sides of the building
she was on, and they were climbing toward her. That’s what had
alerted her to their presence. As she watched the people below,
she couldn’t help but envy them for their simple little lives and
existence, and oh how she sometimes wished she could go back
in time and change some things.
A long, long time ago in a world long since passed, there was
a woman named Eclipse. She was the most beautiful woman in
the town of Edden. All the men lusted after her and wanted her
hand in marriage, but she would have none of them. She held a
secret so dark and deep that she could not risk it ever getting out,
so she bound herself to life without love or happiness, and was
always in a state of looking over her shoulder. She was a woman
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hunted by man and beast.
This is a story about a child, her child. She will stop at
nothing to protect him. His name is Moonlight. Let me take you
back to where it all began.
Eclipse was about ﬁve years old; she was a cute little girl, with
a button nose, her hair in a pony tail, and freckles on her cheeks.
She had fun running around her father’s castle playing in her
princess dresses, as she called them, but she soon became bored
playing by herself.
“Daddy, can I go play with Daris?” Eclipse asked. Daris was
one of her father’s commanders’ sons; he was just a little older
than her, about seven. His dad had been killed in a battle about
a month ago and he was deeply devastated about it. Eclipse had
met him at the funeral and befriended him instantly, although
the relationship seemed to be mostly in Eclipse’s mind. Daris had
been crying and the last thing on his mind was friends, let alone
a girl for a friend.
“Yes, you can go play with him, but stay inside the castle,”
her father replied. He thought the boy could use some cheering
up. Eclipse turned and, as she was running out the door, she
yelled, “Thank you, Daddy.”
Her father’s name is Xzavier Knight. He was a strikingly good
looking man: broad shoulders, tall, with short cropped black hair
and a strong jaw line. The city he protects behind huge walls is
called Sangoria and is the birthplace of Eclipse. He is something
of a local hero to the people because he hunts and kills the
beasts of the night known as Mandarins.
There are two different kinds, but both are shape-shifters!
They are men and woman, but change into beasts that feed on
the blood and ﬂesh of living creatures. There is the kind that
becomes winged creatures and ﬂy, very strong and powerful, and
there’s the kind that turns into a wolf-like creature, very fast, big,
and equal in strength and power to their rivals. There has been
battle between them for several thousand years, and mankind is
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caught in the middle as both prey and predator, wanting to rid
the earth of both breeds.
Eclipse ran down the hall, skipping as she went, looking for
Daris. She found him outside on the balcony, staring into the
trees where his father had been killed.
“Hello, Daris,” Eclipse said.
He turned to look at her. “Oh, it’s you again. Why do you
keep bothering me?” he asked.
Eclipse looked at him like she had just been slapped. “I didn’t
know I had been bothering you, I just thought you needed a
friend right now and that we were friends,” she replied.
“I don’t need any more friends. I have a lot of friends that are
boys, and I certainly don’t need a girl for a friend, no matter who
your daddy is,” he replied.
Eclipse started crying loudly, tears just streaming down her
cheeks. Daris looked at her and saw that she was really kind of
cute in that light. Truthfully, he had really liked her a lot, but
he didn’t want the other boys to tease him, so he played like he
didn’t like her. He wasn’t about to let her know any of this.
“I am sorry, Eclipse. I didn’t mean it. I’m just in a not so good
mood right now, and I don’t know if I will be a very good friend
right now or for awhile,” Daris said.
Eclipse wiped her tears away, snifﬁng and trying to stop
crying. “That’s okay, Daris. I’ll be here for you, no matter when
you need me. That’s what friends are for,” she replied. With her
little hand stretched toward him for him to take it in his hand,
she waved at him to come with her.
Daris looked at her hand and sighed. “What the heck,” he said.
He reached out and put his hand in hers, and off they went.
Soon they were like two peas in a pod; they did everything
together, spending most of each day playing anything and
everything they could make up. They explored the castle like
treasure hunters looking for clues. Eclipse had stolen the maps
to the castle from her father, and they had discovered all kinds
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of secret doors, passageways, and shortcuts. Some of them were
really old and didn’t look so safe.
One day, a few years down the road, Daris was beginning to
like her more and more. He was just staring at her, thinking of
how pretty she was becoming, when he realized she was staring
back at him.
“Why are you staring at me like that, Daris? Do you want to
kiss me?” she asked.
Daris quickly turned his head. “No. Gross. You’re a girl! I was
looking in your hair. You had a spider in it and I hate spiders. I
was frozen,” he replied.
Eclipse knew she didn’t have a spider in her hair. “It’s okay if
you want to kiss me! You can; I will let you,” she replied.
Daris looked around to make sure nobody was around.
“Okay,” he said. He closed his eyes, puckered his lips, and started
leaning toward her.
Eclipse picked up her puppy, Scraps. He was next to her,
chewing on a bone. She named him Scraps because he only
got fed scraps from the dinner table. She brought Scraps up to
meet Daris’ lips, making a smacking noise as the puppy licked
his lips.
Daris hadn’t kissed a girl before, but he was sure this wasn’t how
it was supposed to feel; plus, she had a cold nose and a tiny, rough
tongue. When he opened his eyes and saw what he was kissing, he
jumped up, spitting all over the place. “That’s disgusting! Why did
you do that? Why would you trick me like that? Make me look
like a fool? Was it some kind of a joke?” he asked.
Eclipse was laughing uncontrollably. “No, that was for lying to
me and saying you didn’t want to kiss me! I have known for awhile
that you liked me like that, and that was payback,” she said.
“Okay, ﬁne. We’re even now, Flower Pot,” he replied.
She jumped up and grabbed him, pulling him close to her,
and laid a kiss right on his lips. She pulled back and looked at
him. “You know I don’t really care for that nickname, Daris,”
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Eclipse said.
He had given it to her because she was always having him
play ﬂorist with her and he hated that. “I know, but I think if
I keep calling you that, maybe, eventually, someday, you won’t
make me play that ridiculous ﬂorist game with you,” he replied.
They both started laughing. As they were laughing, he couldn’t
help but think of the kiss. It was everything he had thought it
would be.
“I play all the games you want to play; it is only fair that you
play mine,” she said.
“Does this mean we are boyfriend and girlfriend?” Daris asked.
She looked at him. “Well, you know my dad won’t let me
have a boyfriend until I am twenty-one. So I guess we can be, but
only if we keep it a secret. I mean nobody can know,” she said.
“I am ﬁne with that,” he replied. Daris wanted to get her
back for the Scraps kiss. “So, does this mean I get to touch your
boobies? I’ll show you mine if you show me yours?” he asked.
Eclipse looked shocked; she reached out and hit him on
the shoulder. “No, you sicko!” Don’t push your luck, buddy,” she
responded.
The years went by and they kept their relationship a secret,
sneaking off into places where they wouldn’t be seen to do their
kissing, and Daris eventually got to feel her boobs. To everyone
else, their relationship looked like they were just friends, as they
had been since they were young. But the time came for Daris
to go off and train to join her father’s army. He was sixteen
and wanted to serve her father. Eclipse’s dad had, over the years,
become like his stepfather in a way. He was always there for him
to talk to, or for anything he needed, and he knew her father
knew how much he meant to Eclipse.
Eclipse and Daris were off in one of their hiding places, and
Eclipse was crying.
“It is only going to be two years, and when I return a man, a
man your father will respect and approve of, I can ask him to see
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you openly and we won’t have to hide anymore,” Daris said.
“Daris, I will only be about seventeen when you return! With
still four more years to go before he will allow it,” she replied.
“You never know. It is me we’re talking about, not some
stranger,” he replied. “I don’t know where we are going; nobody
knows, and they won’t tell us! I guess if we decide that once
we’re there and we don’t want to be there, we will have no
choice but to stay because we have no clue of how to get back.
But I heard someone will be coming from there to here every
month to give your father a status report on how we are all
doing. They said I could send a letter home once a month with
the rider,” Daris said.
He hugged her goodbye and kissed her forehead, then her
mouth. “I’ll be back before you know it,” he said.
He turned and walked out of their hiding place. He turned
his head to look over his shoulder and saw her come out and
wave to him. He loved her very much and was doing this for her;
she would realize it one day.
She watched him walk to his horse and climb onto it. They
had to get going and make it to wherever they were going before
the sun went down, for fear of being attacked by the things in
the forest. She had a bad feeling in her stomach, like butterﬂies,
almost anxiety. She didn’t know why, or what was going to
happen, but just that something was going to happen.
The months went by and she got letters from him telling her
what they were doing, what he was learning, and that he missed
her and couldn’t wait to see her again, to kiss her and touch her.
He told her he was counting down the days until his return.
Eclipse wrote back to him each time. She missed him, also,
but as time went on, it became less painful. She tried to keep
herself busy doing anything she got asked to do or could think
of to do, and one day when she was about seventeen and a
half, she realized that she didn’t really miss him all that much
anymore. She didn’t know why or how come, just that she didn’t.
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She thought maybe she was just getting older and more able to
handle things like an adult. Nonetheless, Daris would be coming
home soon.
The day came when the new soldiers came home. Everyone
came out of their homes and lined the streets to greet them as
they came through the gates. The trumpets on the walls blared
as they approached the city.
Eclipse and her dad had come out to greet them as they
arrived. Daris was riding in the front on a huge horse, and the
others were riding just regular sized ones. They all wore battle
armor, and there were quite a few of them.
Eclipse didn’t know how many and didn’t really care; she
recognized some of them, but a bunch of the others she did not
know. They must have been recruited from other towns and
villages nearby. She was just looking at Daris; he was so much
bigger now, and muscular. His hair was short and darker. She was
puzzled and concerned that she wasn’t feeling those butterﬂies in
her stomach after seeing him again.
They came to a stop in front of her and her father.
“Welcome back, soldiers of Sangoria. I am very proud of you
all. Today is a day of great celebration. Now, come and shake my
hand and get your medallion,” Xzavier said.
Xzavier had gold medallions made for each man for successfully
completing training. Daris was the ﬁrst one off his horse and to
walk up to Xzavier and Eclipse. His eyes were focused on her, and
she knew he wanted to hug her and kiss her but knew better.
He stopped in front of them and she noticed he had commander
signs on his armor.
“Congratulations, Commander Daris,” Xzavier said.
“Thank you, my lord,” he replied.
“You’re a commander!” Eclipse said.
“Yes, your father and the trainers thought I did well, better
than anyone else in my class. They were so impressed with me,
they gave me the ranking,” Daris replied.
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“Well, I guess I see you still have a big head about yourself,”
Eclipse said. They laughed.
“Yeah, I guess some things never change. We will catch up
later, I hope,” he replied. He turned and walked down the stairs.
One by one, the others came up and got their medallion and
shook her father’s hand. She couldn’t wait for it to be over and to
be able to see Daris in private.
After the ceremony was over, a party celebrated their return
home. There was dancing, drinking, and singing; there were
people playing games, and a huge feast. They were slow-roasting
several pigs on skewers over ﬁres.
Eclipse and Daris saw each other from across the street. He
walked over to her and whispered into her ear, “Let’s meet on the
stairs under the balcony in our old hiding place,” he said.
Eclipse nodded her head. She whispered, “I’ll meet you there
a few minutes after you leave.”
They met in the closet just a few minutes later, hugging tightly.
They released their hold and kissed. Eclipse knew immediately
the reason her stomach didn’t feel the same. She felt nothing
from the kiss. If she’d had a brother, she imagined it would have
been like kissing her brother. She did love Daris, just not like
she used to. It was more like a love for a friend, not a lover. How
was she going to tell him this? She could tell by the way he was
acting that he still felt the same for her.
“I missed you so much,” Daris said.
“As I missed you,” she replied. And she had missed him. He
was her oldest, dearest friend. But she knew she was about to
break his heart and she hoped he would still want to be her friend
afterward. She didn’t want to do it tonight; she would let him
enjoy his night of celebration and then tell him in the morning.
“I think I am going to wait a few days before I ask your father
if we can see each other,” Daris said.
“Let’s not talk about that tonight. There is plenty of time to
discuss that later; now, let’s get back to the party,” she replied.
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Eclipse opened the door and looked over her shoulder. “You
know the drill,” she said.
“Yes, I’ll leave in a few minutes. I haven’t forgotten,” Daris
replied.
She smiled at him and was gone.
Morning came way too fast. Eclipse got up and dressed, and
was headed down to eat breakfast when an arm ﬂew out of the
curtains covering the huge windows along the hallway. She let
out a little scream, not knowing what was going on until she
realized it was Daris.
“What are you doing? Are you crazy?” Eclipse asked.
“No, I am in love. But if that makes me crazy, then so be it,”
he replied.
He leaned in and was about to kiss her. Eclipse had thought
about it last night and thought maybe she just needed some time,
that maybe she would feel the same way once again toward him
down the road. But after feeling his hand on her arm, she knew it
would just be leading him on and that wasn’t fair or right.
She reached up and put her hand over his mouth to block
him from kissing her. “Daris, we need to talk,” Eclipse said.
“What about?” he asked.
“About us,” she replied. She took a deep breath and sighed.
“I am sorry, but I just don’t feel the same way for you as I once
did,” Eclipse said.
Daris let go of her and backed up with a look of pain in
his eyes and on his face. “What are you talking about? Is there
someone else? Everything I have done was for us. Was it all for
nothing?” he said.
Eclipse felt a tear run down her cheek. “I know. I don’t know
what it is. Maybe too much time has gone by, or maybe it was
just a childhood crush. I do love you, but just not in that way,
anymore. I hope that you will still be my friend; I don’t want to
lose that with you,” she said.
Daris just looked at her in shock, tears escaping the corners
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of his eyes. This sure wasn’t what he had in mind when he got
home; he had a whole other vision in mind. “Well, it sure wasn’t
a crush for me. Eleven years we were together before I left. That is
one long crush. And it has been the same amount of time for me,
as well, us being apart. I haven’t changed; you have,” Daris said.
“I don’t know what to say or what you want me to say. All
I can say is that I am very sorry, but I can’t help the way I feel”
she replied.
Daris got a look of anger and hatred on his face. “I will
never forgive you for this, Eclipse,” Daris said. He ﬂung open the
curtains and stormed off, not even looking back at her.
All she could do was stand there and cry, sliding down the
wall until she found herself sitting on the ﬂoor.
Over the next few weeks, every time they saw each other,
she would try to say hello to him, but he wouldn’t even look
in her direction. He hated her now, she thought. She knew she
had done what was right for him and for her, and she hoped
someday he would come to that conclusion himself. She really
missed having him as her friend; it was as if he had died. They
were complete strangers now.
Over the next few months, it got better. At least when they
saw each other, he would acknowledge her by nodding his head,
but their relationship was never the same or as close as it once was.
After a couple years, they were able to have friendly conversations.
Her father had stayed out of it; he didn’t know why they were not
talking, but ﬁgured there must have been a good reason for it. He
was happy to see them at least getting along.
He could tell there was distance between them, more so on
Daris’ part. He was always in a good mood until Eclipse came
around, then he got a pained look on his face, and didn’t want
to stay or talk to her very long. Xzavier had a hunch he knew
what it was. Love.
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