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PREFACE

The beginning
“Success is not the key to happiness; happiness is the key
to success. If you Love what you are doing, you will be successful.”—Albert Schweitzer.
I guess you could say that I did it! At least I feel I did. I had
no intentions of writing a book about my life, but my wife and
friends encouraged me to tell what it takes to be what society calls
a “success.” This book is aimed primarily towards teens, those
soon to graduate from high school, and those in their twenties
who may have no idea what they want to do—whether to continue on to a college education or go to work. And if work, then
what kind? Those are the questions I had to ask myself. I learned
to follow my heart to work at things that I liked (Loved) to do.
The dilemma I found myself in may be of some inspiration to
others; if so, this book is worthwhile. And if moms and dads can
discover some ideas here that they might relate to their children,
then I’ll feel even better. Decisions about your future are vital,
not only for you and a future family, but for America as well.
And the opportunities in America are greater than anywhere else
in the world. I want you to succeed!
But maybe you’re not a teenager. What about a new career?
It’s never too late! Just remember you need to do what you Love
to do. To be satisfied, happy, and contented is to be a success! It’s
not all about money, but the money will naturally follow your
success just as it did for me.
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Quotations in bold italic are from the book, Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, founder
of Christian Science over 125 years ago. The page number where
the quotation can be found follows the quotation. This is a wonderful book for everyone to read. I know you will find healing
and unlimited inspiration for whatever you’re looking for in life
within its pages. It has always been extremely helpful to me and
my family throughout my life. Other quotations from famous
people are noted at the quotation.
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CHAPTER 1

Starting out
You might think I would begin this book when I was a teenager, but let’s go back to the beginning, because I think that was
a very important time of my life.
I was born on August 30, 1930, in a small, private hospital
in Manhattan, NewYork to Aaron and Lillian Nagel-Neumann,
with no pain to my mother. While this caused no excitement to
anyone in the city but my mother, father, brother Donald, sister
Phyllis, and many relatives in California, this was my start. One
vital fact that would become precious and helpful to me from
that day on was that my parents were Christian Scientists.
Christian Science also played a big part early in their lives, as
they survived the great San Francisco earthquake of 1906. They
had just gotten out of their house before it fell down and burned
to the ground. They, like thousands of others, lived in a tent set
up in a city park.
A few years later my dad was in Paris, France, on business.
Of course, traveling to Europe at that time was only possible by
ship, which was a great way to travel in those days. Many big,
new luxury liners were being put into service, and probably the
most famous of that era was the Titanic. Dad was excited to
have a return ticket on the new Titanic, where he was meeting
friends. The ship was scheduled to depart Cherbourg, France,
the next day on its maiden voyage to America when he received
a phone call from the head of Macy’s department store, who
was also in Paris and wanted to meet with him. Immediately
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dad said, “No, I’m meeting my friends on the Titanic to return
home.” The head of Macy’s said, “If you don’t meet me, I will
never again buy from you.” This was enough to persuade my dad
to cancel his trip, and he unpacked for a longer stay. A few days
later, the tragedy of the sinking of the Titanic was known to the
world, and memories of it are still with us today.
Had either of these two events turned out any differently, none
of us children would be here today, which shows God protects us
in many ways.
My mom and dad moved to New York City, and Dad started
his own business specializing in representing mills manufacturing the finest textiles in Italy, France, and Belgium
The l930s, as everyone knows, were very tumultuous years.
The stock market crash of 1929 resulted in millions of people
being out of work. In 1932, we would get a new president,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who said, “The only thing we have to
fear is fear itself ” (which is still true today), and Europe would
soon be in the grips of Nazi Germany. My father, like so many
others, lost a lot of money in the stock market (he never again
bought a single share of stock, and I don’t own any but for shares
in my own company), and some investors even committed suicide over the failure.
In 1932, my family moved to Scarsdale, NewYork, so that we
kids could attend the best public schools and have lots of room
to play. My dad’s business of importing beautiful textiles from
Europe was doing very well. Back then, our big, beautiful house
cost about $30,000, though currently it is on the market for
$4.5 million. So much for inflation, but it is a lesson to keep in
mind even today. Save, save, save. Buying a house is an invest
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My parent’s home in Scarsdale, NewYork
ment in your future—think of it as a savings account. Get one
in the best neighborhood you can afford, put the most money
down, and pay off the loan as fast as you can. Being frugal, and
going without nonessential “stuff” while paying off your mortgage, will greatly benefit you and your family in the future. Just
think what you could do with your former mortgage payment:
You could buy just about anything without payments or interest; put more money away for your children’s education; travel.
You could fix up your house, keep it in perfect shape inside and
out with paint, up-to-date fixtures, lots of garden flowers; make
it the best looking house in your neighborhood (it’s called “curb
appeal” in real estate, and it makes a big difference in resale
value)—it’s your biggest asset. Remember, interest money you
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pay on a mortgage is just about equal to the original amount
of a typical thirty-year loan at about 6 percent: $100,000 loan;
$100,000 in interest. If your loan is less or greater, you can figure it out from this simple example. Loan interest is your hardearned money going in someone else’s pocket! These days, you
hear a lot of counselors saying to invest your extra money in
stocks and not pay off your mortgage. Even if you’re in a tax
bracket where you can deduct mortgage interest, you’re better
off in the long run by paying off the mortgage.
Just think? What if that stock goes down or worse fails (like
many have in the fall of 2008). Now you’re out your hardearned money and still have a big mortgage. Stock is just a piece
of paper. Property is a tangible asset and will always be worth
something. Sure, real estate goes up and down too, but it doesn’t
fluctuate very much. A great piece of property in a good location
will always demand the highest price. Always buy. Do not rent
if you can help it. Of course, renting will most likely be your
starting point as it was for me. Remember, you’re cancelled rent
check is just a piece of worthless paper.
Buy the B&N ePub version at:http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/you-can-do-it-in-a-job-or-your-own
-business-make-your-life-a-success-gareth-bill-neumann/1113548918?
ean=2940013043565&isbn=2940013043565
Buy theKindle version at:http://www.amazon.com/You-Can-Do-It-ebook/dp/B003URRS1O

